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Exploring Eco-tourism Treasure of North-eastern
States of India: A Sustainability Perspective

Dr. Suman Kalyan Chaudhury, Dr. Sukanta Sarkar & Dr. Manaswini Patra
Abstract

The North-eastern states of India are blessed with beautiful
natural landscapes, flora and fauna, folk music, mountains,
mysterious clouds, cuisines, and tribal culture, making it unique
for eco-tourism. The region has enormous scope for the growth of
eco-tourism, with many wildlife sanctuaries and national parks,
local arts and crafts, and fairs and festivals that can attract more
tourists from home and abroad. This beautiful region abounds
with adventurous activities like jungle safari, trekking, pilgrimage
tours, mountaineering, tea garden tours, and ornithological
tours are also available. However, transportation, accessibility,
security threats, tourist facilities, hygienic food, accommodation,
tourist information systems, system of permission, and brand
image are the basic challenges before its tourism sector. Through
a descriptive analysis, this paper discusses the opportunity and
scope of sustainable eco-tourism in the North-Eastern states of
India.

Ecotourism, Homestay, Hotels, Tribal communities, Tourist
Introduction

Ecotourism is a nature-based activity that attracts people to certain scenic places of
nature. Such activities are economically, ecologically, and socially sustainable and
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helpful for the well-being of the local people and the conservation of the areas. Local
people benefited through such activity without affecting their culture and customs.
Sustainable ecotourism benefits both the visitors and the locals. Since it is based on
certain principles, like (a) awareness about the culture and environment; (b) reducing
the social, psychological, and behavioural effects; (c) conservation of nature, and (d)
empowerment of local communities as management of waste and preservation of nature
are an integral part of the ecotourism. There are many benefits of eco-tourism, like
generating revenue that can be used for the development of nature and local communities;
(b) creating employment opportunities among the locals that can be useful for fighting
against poverty and unemployment; (c) increasing environmental awareness among the
tourists and local people; and (d) helping to enhance biodiversity, and conservation of
nature (Zimik and Barman, 2021).

Ecotourism can be classified in four ways: These are (a) Mutually beneficial community
development trips: where a traveller lives with the local communities to collect more
and more information about their culture and lifestyles and simultaneously works for
the welfare of the local people. (b) Eco lodging and low-impact accommodation in
natural surroundings with little disturbance to the local people and the wildlife as these
accommodations are generally prepared using the local resources with the caution of
using limited resources. (c) Eco trekking and activity-based ecotourism is a type of
educational tour where travelers visit various places and involve themselves in climbing,
hiking, water-based activities, nature walking, etc. carried out with minimum harm to
nature. and (d) Agritourism and a focus on rural communities where travelers visit the

rural areas to enrich their understanding of the local life and culture.

Ecotourism upsurges awareness about nature among travelers. It increases the
opportunities for jobs and boosts the rural economy. It encourages governments,
charitable organizations, and other enterprises for the conservation of nature (Saikhom,
2021).

The term tourism was introduced in the 19th century and was associated with sustainable
tourism. Sustainable tourism is involved with the development of both the present and
future generations. Tourism means the movement of people outside their houses to
visit various places. It is considered a bigger industry in terms of employment and
foreign exchange earnings. It is useful for improving communications among people
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and solving various social disputes. It is useful for increasing the conservation of nature
and economic growth. Travelers can witness the beauty of the natural environment
and also learn about the culture of the ethnic people living in its lap. It can be useful
for promoting the nature and culture of people. India’s diversified culture and natural
beauty open the opportunities for development of ecotourism. Lakshadweep Islands,
North-East India, Kerala, the Himalayan region, and Andaman and Nicobar Islands
have an enormous scope for the growth of ecotourism (Rubita, 2012).

Objective of the Study
This paper is explorative. The basic objectives of the paper are as follows:

1. To have an insight into the opportunity of sustainable eco-tourism in the
North-Eastern States of India.

2. To identify the basic challenges before the tourism sector of the states of India
and

3. To identify the variables of the SWOT Matrix for tourism in the northeastern
states.

Opportunity and Scope of Sustainable Eco-Tourism

Northeastern states of India are well-known for their beautiful natural landscapes.
Hills and mountains dominate the region. This region constitutes the eastern part of
the Himalayas. Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura,
Sikkim, and Nagaland are the eight states of the region. These are well blessed with
flora and fauna, folk music, landscapes, mountains, mysterious clouds, cuisines, etc.
However, connectivity due to geographical isolation is a big challenge to the tourism
sector of the region. There is also an impression among the outsider that this region is
not safe and secure for them to visit in contrast these states are more peaceful like their
natural beauty. There are many wildlife sanctuaries and national parks in the region.
The specialty of the heritage of this region is the tribal culture. Many people visit this
region to understand the tribal people and their indigenous culture. Local arts and crafts
of them are different. Fairs and festivals can be useful for attracting more tourists. The
Hornbill festival of Nagaland is a perfect example of this. Adventurous activities, jungle
safari, trekking, pilgrimage tours, mountaineering, tea garden tours, ornithological

tours, etc. opened the massive scope for ecotourism (Priya and Dhiren, 2016).
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Table 1: Overview of the North-Eastern Region of India

States Airports | Area! | Population® | Literacy Railway Waterways
rate’ (Km) (Km)
Arunachal 4 83,743 | 1,383,727 65.38 12 311
Assam 7 78,438 | 31,205,576 72.2 2519 1938
Manipur 1 22,327 2,855,794 76.9 13 44
Meghalaya 1 22,429 | 3,366,755 74.4 9 90
Mizoram 1 22,081 | 1,097,206 91.33 2 155
Nagaland 1 16,579 | 1,978,502 79.55 11 276
Sikkim 1 7,098 610,577 81.24 0 -
Tripura 1 10,486 | 3,673,917 87.8 193 -
Total 17 263181 | 46,172,054 78.59 2759 2814

Source: Economic survey of the States; Note:' as Sq. Km; 2 as per 2011 census report; * as
percent;

The above table (1) discusses the topography of the north-eastern region of India. It has
been found that Arunachal Pradesh is the largest state in terms of geographical area, but
Assam is the largest state in terms of population. Assam and Arunachal Pradesh have
more airports than the other states. Except for Sikkim, railway connectivity is available
in every state. Water transport is possible in north-eastern states except Sikkim and
Tripura. Lack of proper Transportation and accessibility, threats, tourist facilities,
hygienic food, accommodation, tourist information system, a system of permission,
brand image and security threats, etc. are the basic challenges before this sector of the
region. Heavy rains, thick jungle tracks, and rivers like the Brahmaputra and Barak
have shaped the economy, lifestyle, and ecology of the region. Assam is more popular
among the tourists. It attracts more tourists due to its good connectivity and unique
natural places. Nagaland is the least tourist-visited state. Mawlynnong village in the
East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya is the cleanest village in Asia. Villagers are more
concerned about the conservation of nature. Umden is the village of Ri-Bhoi district
of Meghalaya and is known as a sericulture hub and well-known for the production of
silk and famous for its orchards and green fields. Majuli in Assam is popular among
tourists as being the largest riverine island in India. Every year thousands of tourists
visit this place. Raas is the main festival of the island. Namphake village of Assam is a
perfect place for ecotourism as the Tai-Phake tribe lives in the place. It is situated on the
south bank of the Buridihing River. Touphema of Nagaland is a well-known place for
community-based tourism. The village was built for travelers to understand the lifestyle
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and history of the people of the place (Phukon et. al., 2020).

Loktak Lake in Manipur has more opportunities for ecotourism. It is a floating lake
near its capital Imphal. It is the largest freshwater lake in India. The lake supports the
livelihood of thousands of people as it absorbs the flood water in rainy seasons. Dzongu
in North Sikkim is another destination for the tourists. This place is reserved for the
Lepcha tribal community. They enjoy their unique culture, customs, and language. The
village is near the Teesta River. The region is famous for various unique handicraft
products. Handicraft and bamboo goods are traditionally produced by the local tribes.
These products include the Lashingphee of Manipur, Carpets of Arunachal Pradesh,
Muga products of Assam, are Shawls of Mizoram are examples of some unique products.
Manas National Park and Kaziranga National Park have more scope for ecotourism.
The Manas Wildlife Sanctuary is situated in Assam which is a hotspot of biodiversity.
Kaziranga National Park is situated in Nagaon and Golaghat district of Assam. This
park is well-known for its one-horned rhinoceroses. It was included in the list of World
Heritage Sites in 1985. The ethnic landscape of the region is useful for other tourism,
like mountain tourism, folklore tourism, tribal tourism, anthropological tourism, tea
tourism, and ethnic tourism. Nameri National Park of Assam is situated in the foothills
of the eastern Himalayas. It is a paradise for birdwatching with its unique biodiversity
(Karmakar, 2023).

Khonoma is an Angami Naga village in Nagaland and it has a green village tag. The
Khonoma Nature Conservation and Tragopan Sanctuary were established in 1998 for
the development of the place. Yuksom is a historical town of Sikkim which is famous
for its green and charming climate. It is surrounded by high hills and lush green forests.
Kanchenjungha National Park of Sikkim is popular among trekkers. Thembang is a
beautiful ancient village in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. Community-
based eco-tourism has been introduced in the village. Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary is
situated in the West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. It is known for its diverse
animal population. There are many rare animal and bird species in the sanctuary.
Khumulwng eco-park of Tripura is situated in the Baramura hill range having a unique
panoramic environment. Khumulwng in tribal language means “valley of flowers”. It is
surrounded by green forests and river valleys. The Ziro Valley of Arunachal Pradesh has
plenty of natural elements for tourist interest and attractions. This valley is surrounded
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by blue pine and bamboo plantations. The other important attractions of this locality are
the Hakhe Tari Trek, Talley Valley Trek, Pamu-Yalang Trek, Bird Watching Expedition,
and Ziro Butterfly Meet. The Talley Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is another place of
attraction in Arunachal Pradesh. It has a unique and endangered but diverse range of
flora and fauna (Joshi & Dhyani, 2009).

Table 2: Wildlife Sanctuaries and their specialty for Ecotourism in Assam

Name Area District Specialty
(sq. km)
Morat logri 451 Karbi Anglong Wild Pig, Woodland Bird, Rock Python
Borail 326.26 Cachar Himalayan Black Deer, Horn Bill, Clouded
Leopard
Amcheng 78.64 Kamrup Vulture, Python, Cobra, Butterflies
Nambor 97.15 Golaghat Elephant
Gibbon 20.98 Jorhat Hoolock Gibbon, Birds
Barnadi 26.22 Udalguri Pigmy Hog, Elephant, Hornbill, Hispid Hare
Burha sapori| 44.06 Sonitpur Water Buffalo, Aquatic Bird, Bengal Florican,
Rhino
Nambar 325.25 | Karbi anglong Elephant And Hoolock Gibbon
Garampani 6.05 Golaghat Elephant, Hoolock Gibbon And Birds
Sonai rupai | 220.00 Sonitpur Tiger, Elephant, Hornbill
Chakrashila | 45.56 Dhubri and Golden Langur And Aquatic Bird
Kokrajhar
Bherjan- 7.22 Tinisukia Hoolock Gibbon, Pigtailed Macaque, Stump Tailed
Podumoni Macque
Laokhowa | 70.13 Nagaon Wild Buffalo, Swamp Deer, Duck, Cormorant,
Rhin
Pobha 49 North Wild Water Buffalo
lakhimpur
Pobitora 39 Morigaon One Horned Rhino, Leopard, Tiger

Source: Statistical Handbook of Assam.2021

The table (2) discusses the wildlife sanctuaries and their specialty for ecotourism in
Assam. It has been observed that wildlife parks and sanctuaries are scattered in various
districts of Assam providing ample opportunity for ecotourism. Nameri National Park
(Assam), Dibru-Saikhowa National Park (Assam), Orang National Park (Assam),
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (Assam), Namdapha National Park (Arunachal Pradesh),
Mouling National Park (Arunachal Pradesh), Dampa Tiger Reserve (Mizoram), Fakim
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Wildlife Sanctuary (Nagaland), Balpakram National Park (Meghalaya), and Singchung
Bugun Village Community Reserve (Arunachal Pradesh) are the examples of some
wildlife parks and sanctuaries. There is also a growing scope for ecotourism based on
the tea plantations in the region. Tea plantation gardens are found more or less in every
state of the region. Jorhat, Tinsukia, and Dibrugarh in Upper Assam are well known
for their tea plantation. In the Lower Assam, tea gardens are available in Barpeta and
Goalpara. Ambikanagar tea estate and the Bhuban Valley tea estate are popular in the
Cachar district of Assam. The Tripureswari Tea Estate and the Hiracherra Tea Estate
are renowned in Tripura. Mawlyngot Tea Estate and the Lakyrsiew Tea Estate are well-

known in Meghalaya. Temi Tea Estate is popular in Sikkim (Bressers, 2004).

Table 3: List of Register Homestay in Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh

Name of Homestay owner Location Contact No
Miss Takhe Ankha Hong Village +91 8575770952
Smti Narang Yamyang Hong Village +918014012680
Mr Takhe Nyikang Hong Village +91 8014068697
Miss Dusu Yami Perbi, Ziro +919856347746
Miss Hage Anu Hari village +918794363633
Shri Hage Dolo Hari village +919615239954
Shri Hage Hinda Hari village +918014526454
Shri Tasso Rinyo Hari village +918729904079
Smti Hibu Yache Siiro village +918575052646
Smti Kago Kampu Siiro village +918014348727
Smti Punyo Yalung Siiro village +919856209494
Smti Nada Yasha Hija village +918974100539
Smti Pura Yanya Hija village +918014647860
Shri Michi Tajo Michi village +918014012558
Shri Mudang Rosy Mudang Tage village +918794405047
Shri Tamo Tamang Bamin village +919862890096
Smti Talying Shanti Suluya village +919615170002
Smti Tiling Yaneng Ziro village +918974384507
Smti Hinyo Amung Ziro village +918132861756
Shri Koj Mama Hapoli village +918575248013

Source: Mize, T., Kanwal, K., Rangini, N., Yama, L., Patuk, O., and Lodhi, M. (2016). The
Current Development of Ecotourism in Ziro Valley and its significance in Arunachal Pradesh,
India, IJARIIE, 2 (6), 1740.

The above table discusses the registered homestay in Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh. Ziro
is a hilly station in Arunachal Pradesh. It has been found that homestay facilities are
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available in this town. Such facilities are available in Hong Village, Hari Village, Hapoli
Village, Ziro Village, Suluya Village, Bamin Village, Mudang Tage Village, Michi
Village, etc. Ziro is the capital of the Lower Subansiri District. There are possibilities
for the growth of ecotourism based on adventure tourism in the region. River rafting,
mountaineering, and trekking are also possible. Some examples of adventure tourism
activities in the region are trekking in the Dzukou valley, white water rafting in the
Brahmaputra River, paragliding in Sikkim, mountaineering in Arunachal Pradesh,
caving in Meghalaya, biking in the Ziro valley, and angling in the rivers of Arunachal
Pradesh. Manipur is another beautiful State in this region. Manipur is known as the
land of jewels in the Northeast India. The state is popular for its cultural festivals which
attract lots of tourists. The popular festivals are Chumpha, Ningol Chakhouba, Rasa
Lila, Kut Festival, Heikru Hitongba, Ratha Jatra, Cheiraoba, Lai-Haraoba, Yaoshang
(Doljatra), Lui-Ngai-Ni etc.

Table 4: Protected Area Network for Ecotourism in Manipur

Protected Area (conservation) District Area (Sq. Km)
Keibul Lamjao NP (In-situ) Bishnupur 40.00
Yangoupokpi Lokchao WLS (In-situ) Chandel 184.80
Bunning WLS (In-situ) Tamenglong 115.80
Zeilad WLS (Insitu) Tamenglong 21.00
Kailam WLS (Insitu) Churachandpur 187.50
Jiri-Makru WLS (In-situ) Tamenglong 198.00
Shiroi NP(In-situ) Ukhrul 797
Manipur Zoological Garden (Ex-situ) | Imphal West (Iroishemba) 0.08
Second Home of Sangai (Ex-situ) Imphal West (Iroishemba) 0.06
Orchid Preservation Centre (Ex-situ) | Imphal East (Khonghampat) 0.50

Source: Alam, W. (2019). A Review on the Scopes of Ecotourism in Manipur: An Approach for
Environmental Conservation, International Journal of Scientific Research and Reviews, IISRR,
8 (1), 176-177.

The table (4) discusses the protected area network for ecotourism in Manipur. Manipur
is blessed with gurgling rivers, rolling meadows, emerald mountains, and foaming
waterfalls. The state is famous for its scenic beauty, rich flora and fauna, lush green
plains and hills, salubrious climate, floating national parks, wetlands, and lakes. Manipur
is the land of the Meitei, Kuki-Chin-Mizo, Nagas, and Gorkhas. Shiri-Kashong range
is enriched with endangered species. There are various old caves like Khangkhui caves,
Mongjam caves, Tharon cave, Sangbu caves, Nongpok Keithelmanbi caves, and Wangoo
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caves are popular caves in Manipur. Barak Waterfall, Khayang Waterfall, Alng Takhou
Waterfall, Dilily Waterfall, Ngaloi Falls, Bro Waterfall, Ishing and Thingbi Waterfall
are the important waterfalls in the state. Andaro is a beautiful ancient village having the
dolls of 29 recognized tribes of Manipur. Khongampat Orchidarium is popular among
the tourists. It is the breeding center of 110 species of orchids. Singda is a beautiful
hill station near Singda Lake. Loktak Lake and Sendra Island are well-known among
tourists. Kroubu-Ching, Thangjing-Ching, and Nongmaiching-Ching are the traditional

eco-tourism centers of the State.

Ecotourism plays a vital role in the Tripura tourism industry. Lush green landscapes
and diverse flora and fauna make the state a unique place for tourists. The state has
many national parks and sanctuaries. Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary, Trishna Wildlife
Sanctuary, Rowa Wildlife Sanctuary, Baramura eco-park, Gomati Wildlife Sanctuary,
Kalapania Nature Park, Tepania eco-park, and Khumulwng eco-park are the popular
ecotourism places of Tripura. Mizoram is another state in the region that has more
potential for ecotourism. Tamdil Lake, Champai, Lunglei, Vantawng Water Falls. Bung
and Paikhai are popular among tourists. Phawngpui and Dampa wildlife sanctuaries
are the best places for trekking and wildlife viewing. Phawngpui is known as the Blue
Mountain. It is a reserved place for rare exotic plants and medicinal herbs. Dampa is a
popular wildlife sanctuary surrounded by Bangladesh, Mizoram, and Tripura. Champai
is a small town near the Myanmar border. It is well-known for its natural beauty.

Table 5: State-wise domestic and foreign tourist visits in North-eastern States of
India, 2020-21

State 2020 2021 Growth Rate (%)
Domestic Foreign Domestic Foreign |DTV 21/20| FTV 21/20
Arunachal 42871 961 102915 182 140.06 -81.06
Pradesh
Assam 1266898 7285 1409161 536 11.23 -92.64
Manipur 49669 3139 49371 648 -0.60 -79.36
Meghalaya 24734 2311 154409 411 524.28 -82.22
Mizoram 30890 265 87232 234 182.40 -11.70
Nagaland 10979 518 23968 325 118.31 -37.26
Sikkim 316408 19935 511669 11508 61.71 -42.27
Tripura 127815 31877 177816 5 39.12 -99.98

Source: India Tourism Statistics, 2022, p.139.

BY ((,’0//(;1/« Jewmnal Volume-V, Issue-II December 2023 63



Dr. Suman Kalyan Chaudhury et. al

Table (5) discusses the state-wise domestic and foreign tourist visits to the northeastern
states of India. It has been found that Assam, Sikkim, and Tripura are attracting more
and more tourists than the other states. Nagaland is the least popular among the tourists,
preceded by Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Manipur. There are more potentialities for
ecotourism in the Arunachal Pradesh. More than 500 species of birds are found in the
state. Each district of the state has a rare variety of orchids. There are many wildlife
sanctuaries and natural parks in the state, like Namdapha Wildlife Sanctuary, Dihang
Debang Biosphere Reserve, Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary, Dr. Daying Ering Memorial
Wildlife Sanctuary, Mouling National Park. Kane Wildlife Sanctuary, Eaglenest
Wildlife Sanctuary, Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary, and Sessa Orchid Sanctuary. The state
has five major rivers (Tirap, Siang, Lohit, Subansiri, and Kameng) and the majority of
the population are tribals. Aalo is the capital of West Siang District and the ideal place
for trekking, angling, and hiking. Pashighat is the capital of the East Siang district and
is surrounded by snowclad peaks and the tributary of Brahmaputra. Dong Valley is the
place from where people can see the first Sunrise of the country. Namsai is well known
for the natural beauty and biodiversity of the Piyong Reserve forest. Yingkiong is the
capital of the Upper Siang district and is popular for its beautiful landscape and natural
beauty. Koloriang is the capital of the Kurung Kumey district, and travellers can enjoy
the culture of the Nyishi community. Seppa is the capital of the East Kameng district
and is situated on the bank of Kameng River. Tawang is a popular hill station. It is well-
known for various Buddhist cultural places.

Table 6: Percentage shares and rank of different North-eastern States of India in
domestic and foreign tourist visits, during 2021

State 2021 Percentage Share Rank 21

Domestic | Foreign DTV FTV DTV FTV

Arunachal Pradesh 102915 182 0.02 0.02 33 32
Assam 1409161 536 0.21 0.05 23 27
Manipur 49371 648 0.01 0.06 35 26
Meghalaya 154409 411 0.02 0.04 31 28
Mizoram 87232 234 0.01 0.02 34 31
Nagaland 23968 325 0.00 0.03 36 29
Sikkim 511669 11508 0.08 1.09 25 13
Tripura 177816 5 0.03 0.00 30 36

Source: India Tourism Statistics, 2022, p.141.

64 BY ((»)0//(:1/(4 Jewmnal Volume-V, Issue-IT December 2023



Exploring Eco-tourism Treasure...

The above table discusses the percentage shares and rank of different north-eastern
states of India. It has been found that the highest number of domestic tourists visited
Assam, followed by Sikkim, and Tripura. The least number of domestic tourists visited
Nagaland, preceded by Manipur, and Mizoram. The highest number of foreign tourists
visited Sikkim, followed by Manipur, and Assam. The least number of foreign tourists

visited Tripura, preceded by Arunachal Pradesh, and Mizoram.

Meghalaya is blessed with the beauty of nature as there are more opportunities for
ecotourism, adventure tourism, cultural tourism, and agri-tourism. There are scopes
for hard and soft tourism activities. A Traveller can be involved in hard tourism, like
rock climbing, trekking, caving, etc. Soft adventure tourism involves bird watching,
eco-tour, fishing, boating, etc. Tourists can avail the homestay and homely stay in local
resorts. Travelers can be involved in barn dances, campfires, meeting barnyard animals,
breweries, etc. Khasi Hills, Jaintia Hills, and Garo Hills have an abundance of natural
heritage. Sohpetbneng Peak, Spread Eagle Falls, Sweet Falls, Nongkhnum Islands,
Kyllang Rock, Elephant Falls, Diengieipeak, and Cherrapunjee are the popular places
in Khasi Hills. Balpakram National Wildlife Park, Nengkong, Balpakram, Siju caves,
Resubalpara, and Wakso are the tourist-interested places of Garo Hills. Bishop and
Beadon Falls, Elephant Falls, Sweet Falls, Lmilchang Dare Falls, and Spread Eagle
Falls are the waterfalls of the state. Travelers can enjoy Shillong Peak and Tura Peak.

Table 7: Recognized travel trade service provider in the country during 2021-22.

States Green Shoots/ Tour Travel Agent | Tourist Transport Total
Start Ups operators Operator

Arunachal 0 0 0 0 0
Assam 0 2 1 0 3
Manipur 2 2 0 0 4
Meghalaya 0 0 0 0 0
Mizoram 0 0 0 0 0
Nagaland 0 0 0 0 0
Tripura 0 1 0 0 1
Sikkim 0 0 0 0 0

Source: India Tourism Statistics, 2022, p.168.
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Table (7) discusses the recognized travel trade service centres in the northeastern States.
It has been found that Manipur, Assam, and Tripura provide recognized travel trade

services. The other states of the region do not have any recognized travel trade service.

The Himalayan state of Sikkim is well-known for its tourism sector. Leppchas the
tribals of the Sikkim call it “Nye-Mal-Ale” or “Heaven”. There are many ecotourism
zones in Sikkim. Nampong lingdok ecotourism zone, Okharey ecotourism zone,
Uttarey ecotourism zone, Lingee Payong ecotourism zone, Lachung ecotourism zone,
Lachen ecotourism zone, Kitam ecotourism zone, Khecheopari ecotourism zone, Hee-
bermiok ecotourism zone, East Pendam ecotourism zone, and Dzongu ecotourism zone
are the examples of them. Opportunities like river rafting, hiking, and trekking are
available in the state. Cymbidiums, Hooheriana, Dendrobiums, Cattlelyas, etc. are the
famous orchids that originate in the state. Fairy bluebirds like kingfishers, cuckoos,
woodpeckers, Emerald Dove, etc. are attractive birds that adore the sky of the state.
Sikkim has Khangchendzonga National Park, Fambong Lho Wildlife Sanctuary, and
Singba Rhododendron Sanctuary. White water rafting adventure sport is popular in the
state. Saikip-Jorethang-Majitar-Melli and Makhna-Sirwani-Bardang-Rangpo are the

two popular rafting routes. Homestays with the locals are popular in Sikkim.

Table 8: SWOT Matrix for Tourism of North-eastern States

Strengths Weaknesses

e Historical and Ethnic commonalities along | ¢ Poor connectivity and lack of Infrastructure

with a cultural Diaspora e Image problem- myths about terrorist
e Surrounded by tourist zones of India activities
e Education Index e Low awareness in the market
e Strategic Location for Look East Policy e Transport and Communication bottlenecks
e Youthful Population e Lack of network and synergy among public
e Strong Local Communities and private organizations
e Natural Resources e Lack of trained experienced workforce
e Moderate climatic conditions
e Local market for handicrafts and

handlooms.
e The hospitable and friendly behaviour of
the people in this region
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Opportunities Threats
e Ecological = Resources,  Agricultural | ¢ Growth of insurgent activities
Development e Economic Backwardness
Vast rural villages e Extortion network
Identifying Niche Area Rural Innovation | e Ethnic clashes

Special attention to Northeast India

Vast unexplored rural destinations
Enhancing local workforce training and
educating residents about welcoming
tourists

e The potential for international engagement
in introducing and developing the region’s
tourism attractions.

Conclusion

The tourism industry is considered a bigger industry in terms of employment and
foreign currency earnings. It is useful for improving communications among people
and solving various social disputes. Ecotourism is useful for increasing conservation
and economic growth. Travellers can witness the beauty of the natural environment and
also learn about the culture of the ethnic peoples. The specialty of the heritage of this
region is the tribal culture. Many people visit this region to learn about the tribal people
and their indigenous culture. Adventurous activities, jungle safari, trekking, pilgrimage
tours, mountaineering, tea garden tours, ornithological tours, etc. have massive scope

for ecotourism.

There are enormous scopes for sustainable ecotourism in the region. There are many
wildlife sanctuaries and natural parks in the region. Homestays with the locals are
popular in many places in the region. Assam is more popular among the tourists. It
attracts more tourists due to its good connectivity and unique natural places. Nagaland
is the least tourist-visited state. Loktak Lake in Manipur has more opportunities for
ecotourism. There is also the scope for growing ecotourism based on the tea plantations
in the region. Tea plantation gardens are available in more or less in every state of the
region. Cultural festivals also attract lots of tourists. The ethnic landscape of the region
1s useful for other tourism like mountain tourism. folklore tourism, tribal tourism,
anthropological tourism, tea tourism, and ethnic tourism. Homestays with the locals are

popular in Sikkim.

BY ((,’n//«;//(» Jeownal Nolume-V, Issue-1I December 2023 67



Dr. Suman Kalyan Chaudhury et. al

Transportation, accessibility, security threats, tourist facilities, hygienic food, good

accommodation, tourist information systems, a system of permission, brand image,

etc. are the basic challenges before the tourism sector of the region. Implementation

of tourism policies is important for the development of the tourism sector of this

region. The government should focus on community involvement, prioritization of the

domestic tourism sector, promotion of tourism infrastructure, enhancement of tourist

facilities and services, extension of tourism-based education and training, and better

management of the sector.
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Abandoned at Old Age: Aging in
Contemporary Nepali Short Fiction
Komal Prasad Phuyal, PhD

Abstract

Komal Prasad Phuyal, PhD Contemporary Nepali short fiction has depicted the plight of
Central Department of English the people left at home in their old age when the children seek
WUNEIINESUS | ¢ better life and settlement in the first world. Such people suffer
Kathmandu, Nepal in silence and perpetually wait for their children to return and
SN0 | embrace them. As the national boundaries have not been able to
keep people within them, the family has faced the most critical
challenges of our time. It has failed to serve the usual expectations
as a social institution. The root cause of such abandonment lies
in the crises of family. Mandira Madhushrees “Ambako Bot”
[The Guava Tree] (2017), Neelam Karki’s “Parkhai” [The Wait]
(2019), and Bina Theengs “Aayam” [A Dimension] (2020)
picture the people abandoned at their old age: they lead a solitary
life in the most critical phase of their life. This paper reads the

stories in the contemporary contexts of Nepal in particular and
South Asia in general as the developing world has similar kinds of
problems. Since the study is built on the assumption that the study
of creative texts helps understand the course of action that society
has prepared for itself, this paper attempts to examine the content
of the elderly self as presented in the selected Nepali short fiction.

Keywords

Aging, elderly people, literary gerontology, Nepali fiction, loneliness
Introduction

After the advancement in healthcare facilities, the world has witnessed an unprecedented
rise in the population of elderly people in the first two decades of the twenty-first
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century. Many people have carried out various types of research in the domain of
health care and other related domains to understand the issues of elderly people. They
have also attempted to devise the best facilities for the elderly population to provide
them with physical comfort to ease the experience of growing old. However, literary
critics have not been able to conduct such research in creative writings as such even
though literature possesses the potential to contemplate the issues of elderly people
and weaving the narrative of the people undergoing certain complexities, arising from
aging. How is the experience of aging for the people of the modern time? How has the
old age unfolded in the contemporary times? As the pressing questions of the time, the
issues draw the attention of the literary studies towards it. In this study, I have taken
three short stories from contemporary Nepal to examine the ways the issues of the
elderly people are depicted to discuss the changing socioeconomic structures in the
society. Written quite recently, Mandira Madhushree’s “Ambako Bot” [The Guava Tree]
(2017), Neelam Karki’s “Parkhai” [The Wait] (2019), and Bina Theeng’s “Aayam” [A
Dimension] (2020) have explored a new approach to view the issues of the elderly
people: the stories depict the plight of the parents abandoned in their old age. They live

a lonely life on their own.
Aging and Elderly People

The issues of elderly people require serious critical attention from academia as they
have also remained left out of the mainstream discourses. However, the academia seems
to have ignored their issues in the study of contemporary literature as such. In other
words, the literary writings that celebrate the questions of the youth and young age have
drawn more attention than of the writings with the elderly people. Also, Phyllis Winet
Barnum finds out that elderly people are seriously underrepresented in such books. As
he explores, “Although the aged made up 9. 3 percent of the population on an average
from 1950 to 1959 and from 1965 to 1974, the elderly constituted only 3.3 percent of
the main characters, and appear in only 5.3 percent of the illustrations” (303). This sort
of findings of the research suggest that this has emerged as a growing field of study
requiring serious attention from the practitioners of diverse domains of knowledge.
Furthermore, it implies that the people have started moving into the margins under our
shadows.

Even though academia did not accept the course of life as a domain of serious studies
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earlier, it has evolved into an exciting area of knowledge in modern times. First of
all, the knowledge about elderly people helps to explore the key concerns of old age,
aging, and the need to understand the problems of old age as such. It also puts the
young people in a critical position to realize the fundamental nature of their future:
simultaneously, such findings prepare the people to accept the old age gracefully.
Reviewing the development of research in the area, Glen H. Elder, Jr. views that the
studies in the 1950s focused on ahistorical aspects of human life as the time excessively
emphasized objectivity. Gradually, people began to think of the issues differently as
they acknowledged the significance of the changing sociological conditions in the
modern world (12), resulting in the shift in the ways of scientific studies in the 1960s.
By understanding the elderly people, we learn to cope with the issues of the elderly
people and see the meaning in our practices in general. Candida Gillis views literature
as a way of preparing people for their later life as well since it depicts the condition
of living for people of all ages. Specifically, elderly people suffer a lot in their old age
and literature becomes a public space to deal with such traits. As she argues, “English
teachers are in an excellent position to help students learn about the aged and the aging
because they know literature that treats the joys and pains of later life and understand

how language shapes and reflects cultural attitudes” (62).

The implication of literary representations of aging goes deeper as Keshab Sigdel argues,
“It offers a bridge between the past and present through the alternative documentation of
social, cultural, historical, and political experiences that can provide future directions”
(106). Generally, teachers of literature can help their students understand aging and
old age better by bringing into the spotlight the issues of such groups in the classroom
discussion.

Nepali literature has not paid serious attention to the issues of elderly people. The critical
scholarship picks the issues of politics or the historical transformation of society in
general. The contemporary readings focus more on the power relations existing in society
and the contextual forces leading to the production of such writings. Since literature
intensively contemplates the inner composition of the human self, the surroundings,
and the placement of people in the real context, it began to draw the attention of literary
critics and scholars to study the concerns of the elderly population in the 1970s. The
advancement in health care also resulted in the rise of the elderly population in the
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1970s. As the literary texts pick up characters (people) from society, the elderly people
naturally show their presence in such texts. As the social relations imply the political
texture embedded in them, the treatment of the elderly people presents a unique world
that reveals the deep-seated assumptions, biases, and judgments of the people about
this new reality of our time. However, the writings generally presented old age in
the stereotypical negative image: failure, inability, fall, loss, decay, and the like were
associated with aging. The traditional concept of aging is reflected in such writings that
attempt to portray old age as time without any energy in the people.

Atpresent, aging has been rigorously studied in medicine and other domains of biological
sciences. Such researchers direct their attention to the issues of energy, the growth of
certain types of cells, and the like. On the other hand, the cultural assumptions and
perceptions about aging become more prominent for creative artists to produce certain
types of texts. Furthermore, the present study focuses on the cultural dimensions of
aging as perceived in literary writings: it attempts to explore the cultural dimensions
and implications of aging. Valdemiro Sgarbieri and Maria Teresa Bertoldo Pacheco
argue that aging is not genetically programmed; rather, external factors like food and
nutrients play a vital role in the experience of aging in people (18). Sgarbieri and Pacheo
imply that the cultural practices of the people have a great role to play in the experience
and understanding of aging in people in any society. Implicitly, such exploration opens
up a huge avenue where the political set-up of the whole society becomes visible to the
external eyes.

Though creative texts carry a huge corpus of data to understand the political implications
of age, aging, and elderly people, this domain remained ignored for a long time. The
obsession with the linguistic interpretation of texts inspired the critics to investigate the
aspects that appealed to young readers in academia. Even the elder academicians and
readers could not devote adequate attention to the field of study. In other words, literary
critics have ignored a very fertile domain of exploration of human possibility in literary
texts. As Sarah Falcus critically analyzes:

In literary studies, aging has been the unacknowledged shadow that intersects with
more prominent approaches such as gender or post-colonialism. A similar lack of
interdisciplinary connections has also been the case in gerontology, meaning that the
humanities, including literature, found themselves marginalized in this area. However,
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this is changing and a genuinely dialogic relationship between literature and gerontology
is becoming established, a field appropriately coined by the term ‘literary gerontology’.

(53)

The 1970s witnessed a huge shift in the domain of knowledge production: the marginal
areas were now explored for the study of the issues of the people that remained ‘yet
uncovered.” Edward F. Ansello concludes in the 1970s that “It would seem that our
analysis of old age and literature provides some support for the position that cultural
stereotypes regarding growing older, biases with considerable history, continue to
be reflected in the printed word” (217). The literary critics now began to examine
the creative texts as the source of data to reflect on the nature of biases and cultural
worldviews about elderly people. The cultural stereotypes that shaped the understanding
and perceptions of the people about age, aging, and the elderly people became the key
subject matters of the study.

The critics who were interested in studying the identity of the people also treated
literature as the source of data to examine and understand the issues of the elderly
population. For them, literature functioned as the window to the social circumstances that
surrounded the lives of the old age people. As Martin Kohn, Carol Donley, and Delese
Wear critically remark, “Literature can help us understand some of the problems of
aging and identity by placing using the perspectives of the elderly persons experiencing
the ambiguities of self and in the perspectives of friends and family of that person” (4).
When the critics seek the issues related to identity in literary writings, they can observe
the formation of self of any class, group, or age. The inner composition of self of the
characters organically manifests in creative writings: often, the unspeakable truths of
human life also find their creative outlet. Careful readings unearth such facts and let
the world stand visibly. Emphasizing the need to understand the issues of the elderly
people through literature, Falcus concludes that literary gerontology posits the critic
to unearth the intimate observations of the elderly population as reflected in/through
creative pieces of writing (58). Both the issues of identity and the margin emerge with

prominence in the study of age, aging, and elderly people in literature.

Viewed globally, critics have read literary writings to examine the issues of elderly
people. The use of elderly people serves a particular purpose of the authors.
Stereotypically, such people are depicted to show death, decay, fear, and loss in literary
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writings. For instance, Chris Gilleard analyzes the use of old age in Samuel Beckett’s
plays and novels. The modern condition of failure is symbolically presented through
old age in his literary works. As he argues, “While aging and old age are as present as
ever in his later work, agedness seems to be represented differently, more symbolically
than functionally. This can be seen, for example, in the monochromatic contrast of
white, grey, and black dress or hair, rather than in the display of somatic impairments
or complaints” (49). The negative portrayal of aging helps us understand the general
perception of aging.

Anne M. Wyatt-Brown also agrees that the world of fiction helps in the exploration of
the attitude of society towards elderly people, highlighting the ways society generally
treats them. As the character’s inner self is modeled after the living people of the society,
reading literary texts can enhance the sensitivity of the people about the issues raised
therein (125). Both Gilleard and Wyat-Brown agree on the study of the creative pieces
to examine the political message embedded therein: they explore the perceptions and
perspectives of the people about aging in literature.

However, the Nepali literary landscape presents a quite different picture from that of the
global one. Keshab Sigdel’s study points at the dismal picture of the national scene as
he analyzes that the study of aging has gained prominence in the West as societies have
advanced in material transformation and ignored alarming concerns of human life like
death. He observes:

Different examples are available in literary narratives to substantiate this idea.
While discussing the concepts of aging in American novels, Maricel Oro-Piqueras
quotes sociologist Norbert Elias who claims that “aging” and “old age” have become
frightening, almost taboo terms in Western society because death is increasingly
invisible in advanced societies. (107)

Western societies have identified the need to look into the issues of elderly people
and the perceptions shaping general attitudes towards them; consequently, they have
started treating creative writing as the source of data to conduct serious studies on age,
aging, and elderly people. Such studies also help the government agency formulate and
implement intervention programs at the national and sub-national levels. Yet, another
study by Hom Nath Chalise points out that only a scanty amount of research has been
conducted on the issues of the elderly population in Nepal as he writes, “Now, the
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provincial government should promote to carry out some local-level research and their
findings should be incorporated in the policy formulation. It will help to promote the
quality of life of the elderly” (11). Sigdel and Chalise agree that properly researching the
cause of elderly people can help the government in particular and the society at large.

The goal of public welfare is implied in their discussion on the issue of scholarship on
aging.
Departure

Contemporary scholarship emphasizes the issues of identity, gender and sexuality, war
and conflict, trauma, and the like as short fictions are approached for serious critical
study. However, the issues of people from the elderly population have not been able to
draw serious attention to the critical study of Nepali short fiction. This study examines
the life and the situation of the people abandoned in their houses by their children
who go and settle abroad for a better life. The elderly people suffer heavily as the
younger people are not with them. This study departs from the prevailing studies in that
it focuses on age, aging, and elderly people as they appear in the creative imaginations
of contemporary Nepali short fiction.

Waiting for the Unknown: Elderly People at the Margin

Contemporary Nepali short fiction has presented the narratives of elderly people
abandoned at the corners of their own families. Aging has never turned into a positive
experience for these people: they feel rejected in old age. Mandira Madhushree’s
“Ambako Bot” [The Guava Tree] (2017), Neelam Karki’s “Parkhai” [The Wait] (2019),
and Bina Theeng’s “Aayam” [A Dimension] (2020) present the people abandoned at
their old age in Nepali society: they lead a solitary life in the most critical phase of their
life, waiting for their children to come back and support them. The unknown future
unfolds into the present just to perplex them further in that they get no solace from their
life. The bleakness of the present torments them as much as their experience of aging
does to them. This section analyzes the three stories to examine the general context and
the problems of age as they emerge in the life of the aging population in Nepal.

Contemporary Nepali society fails to see the elderly people as the repository of
knowledge. As a reflection on the course of present development in society, Nepali
short fiction spotlights the plight of elderly people. The national boundaries have
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become inadequate for people to find happiness in the twenty-first century. The young
people go abroad in search of opportunities and luxury of life. For instance, Neelam
Karki’s “Parkhai” [The Wait] tells the story of a lonely father who waits for his son to
return home. Writing the fate of modern Shrawan Kumar, Karki meticulously shows
the emotional state of the father on the one hand and the psychological fragmentation
that the son has to undergo in the US on the other. The son Shrawan Kumar and his
father Dinanath undergo in the modern context of the world. As an immigrant in the US,
Shrawan Kumar finds himself trapped among the multiple complexities of modern life.
He wants to listen to both his wife Raksha and his father Dinanath. However, modern
Shrawan Kumar leaves the elderly father alone in Nepal (197). The long wait never
comes to an end for both the father and the son. Karki presents Dinannath’s letter to her
son in the story as she writes, “After your departure to the US, we have not celebrated
any Dashain here at home; still, we pretend to celebrate it for the sake of the society. We
had pretended well” (197). The festivals have no meaning for the old parents waiting
back at home in Nepal, while the children settle in the first world.

Karki portrays the lonely father waiting for his son to return home and take care of him
in his old days. The son fails in his duties: he has struggled throughout his life to settle
in the US by obtaining a permanent resident (PR) visa. The old father has not been able
to enjoy the festivals in the absence of his son. A similar sort of problem has troubled
the protagonist in Mandira Madhushree’s “Ambako Bot” [The Guava Tree]. The father
waits for the sons to join him at Dashain. He remembers how he planted and took care
of the guava trees when he came to the village. The quest of the father tells the story
of his struggle to help the sons know their land. However, the sons invent their excuse
that each of them will not be able to accompany the father at Dashain. The orphaned
father says:

I gave my sons the modern education of my time. My sons who were educated in the
city did not want to stay in Nepal for their higher studies. They could not remain aloof
from the fashion. They moved to the US as they thought they wouldn’t be able to spend
a good life with an education in Nepal. We are the parents who were orphaned. Their
mother couldn’t tolerate the loss of the family. She lost her mind in the absence of the
sons. And finally, she left me alone. I was completely an orphan. (185-186)

The suffering elderly population is the contemporary reality of the nation that is reflected
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through the creative pieces of short fiction. They wait endlessly for the mercy of the
kids. However, the children can never return home to give them any solace. The sons
inform the father that they have found their ways of living their life away from the
country. The father rears the guava tree, hoping that his sons will come to enjoy the fruit
one day. The sons do not understand the expectations and hopes of the elderly father.

They tell him why they cannot come home to celebrate the Dashain with him.

After the political change in 2006, Nepal saw unexpected growth in the pattern of youth
migration to the first world. Karki and Madhushree’s protagonists are created against
this backdrop. The early days were well spent as the parents were also young: they
could carry out the daily activities on their own. As they grew old, the trouble began in
their life. Karki’s helpless old man who lives a completely neglected life in his country
dies in the end. He cannot do anything except wait for his son. Ironically, the son also
fails to do anything except wait for the father to meet with an end. Death solves their
problem. In Madhushree’s story, the father emerges as resisting one in the beginning:
he concludes that his sons have forsaken him. So, he attacks the guava plant that he has
taken care of throughout his life. In the end, the regeneration indicates that he forgives
them. A similar type of uncomplaining retired medical professionals appears in Bina
Theeng’s “Aayam” [A Dimension]. Their children are also settled abroad. However,
Theeng does not fully develop their character in the story.

Karki’s modern Shrawan Kumar in “Parkhai” fails to serve his father at the end of his
life. Dinanath is living a solitary life in the absence of his son: after his wife passes
away, he has no company to live with (198). The author shows the life of elderly people
without any young members in the family. Dinanath suffers because he does not have
anybody to depend on. On the other hand, Neelam Karki’s Shrawan Kumar cannot
decide to come back to Nepal: he is thinking a lot. As Karki narrates,

“Shrawan, have you booked the tickets?”” Manohar asks.
His wife Raksha looks at him, amazed.

“Have you really decided to go? Are you going, to quit everything when you are almost
about to settle on everything? Aunt Sulochana says.

“One must go. What the hell can a son do to a father if he does not do anything in such
a situation?” It is the voice of intoxicated Tika. (206)
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Even though Shrawan Kumar feels more connected to his father, he cannot make any
decision to just leave the country: he has been waiting for a permanent resident (PR)
visa in the US. Trapped in the uneven circumstances of modern life, Shrawan Kumar
turns into a very complex man who fails to choose between duty and modern life.
On the other hand, Madhushree’s protagonist suffers in isolation, talks to his children
over the internet, and waits for them to come and enjoy guava at Dashain. When he
gets to know that the sons are not coming home at Dashain (188), he gets furious at
them. He chops down the tree. Symbolically, the tree represents his children. Mandira
Madhushree cannot give it a cruel ending as she writes, “After a few days, there were
new leaves springing from the studs of the guava tree” (190). In both cases, the fathers
cannot meet the sons. Karki’s Shrawan Kumar cannot even attend his father’s funeral.

The conceptualization of elderly people has significantly changed in the time between
Shrawan Kumar and his father Dinanath: the son cannot cherish his father’s old age,
while his father Dinanath mended the boots and jacket as a matter of protection. Elderly
people gave comfort and protection in the past. Dinanath loves his father’s jacket and
boots: his father was an ex-soldier in the Indian Army (202). At present, the youths have
started to take them as a burden. The elderly people become a burden to the youths and
the society. Though Shrawan’s wife, Raksha can also feel the pain of the elderly people,
she finds herself helpless to take any action to help them. Raksha says:

“We cannot do anything staying with them [the old father] back at home. We have
fulfilled our duty. We have brought them to a luxury house in the city, away from their
search for grass or wood in the forest every day. We are not yet settled here. We have
provided for good clothes and food. We have paid the medical bills. If we had not come
here, your father would have passed away some five to ten years ago. Don’t you see it?
We have given him an additional life.” (207)

The son stays in the US, undecided, while the father peacefully passes away one day.
There appears a spiritual rift between duty and the prevailing circumstances in the lives
of modern people, resulting in complications in the lives of elderly people in general.
The helplessness of the modern youth has turned the experience of elderly people into a
very frustrating part of their lives. Elderly people undergo huge psychological pressure
and they cannot experience positive emotions like love, pity, kindness, and peace in
modern times. Bina Theeng’s “Aayam” [A Dimension] depicts a woman in her early
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fifties as an old person. She has lost her hope: her only son, Kamal dies in a bike
accident. As a liberal woman, she encourages her daughter-in-law to get married to
Suraj. However, she also seeks the support of the younger people in her later life.

Viewed from the other way around, Karki and Madhushree rewrite the story of modern
Shrawan Kumar. To them, the sense of duty makes no sense at all: they know that life
requires material gain, transformation, and luxury. They enjoy the fruits of modern life,
away from their society and family. Bina Theeng talks of another widow who works
as a domestic helper in a retired doctor’s house. The old couple’s children are settled
abroad. Yangji sends a widow, Santamaya to work in the house of a retired doctor. They

are old and Bina Theeng describes their life thus:

After a week Santamaya started working. The house for which she worked was that of
a retired doctor couple. Only the couple lived in the house. Both the sons were abroad.
The house had a wide compound, a garden, and a two-and-a-half-storied house. The
couple had difficulty managing the house. They needed hands to work in the garden.
They needed steps to go across the kitchen, bathroom, lawn, and balcony. (75)

The retired medical professionals join an endless queue of the people whom we find in
Karki or Madhushree’s stories. Though Theeng does not further explore the life of the
couple, we get to see the life they are spending in their old age. Without Santamaya,
they cannot support themselves. They cannot move about in the house in the absence
of their domestic helper and driver. The author never talks of their sons living abroad.

Conclusion

The contemporary Nepali short fictions depict the situation in which the people suffer in
their old age. Karki’s old man swiftly dies. Madhushree’s old man sublimates his anger
by felling the guava tree; still, he has to continue to lead an unhappy and solitary life.
Theeng’s professional doctors do not emerge in the full stature of the story as the author
explores a different dimension of social life through the story. All these cases imply that
aging has emerged as an issue requiring critical attention in society and people have
not been able to positively experience old age. The complexities of old age and the
experience of the elderly population have been greatly affected by the age of migration
in Nepal. Karki, Madhushree, and Theeng approach aging, placing the experience of
aging from the perspectives of the elderly people abandoned back at home to patiently
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wait for their ‘happy ending’ (?) in the absence of their ‘busy’ children.
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Exploring Domestic Violence and Child
Abuse in Select Novels of Toni Morrison
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Abstract
Roxana Khanom Violence against African American females, young and old, is
Associate Professor an irresistible concern in the novels of Toni Morrison. Her best

PEEGRIRIESEINE | fictional pieces, ‘The Bluest Eye’, ‘Beloved’, and ‘God Help the
Government Brajalal College Child’ are the vibrant spotlight of domestic violence and child
Khijlna, Bangladesh abuse in variegated natures. Toni Morrison has dealt profusely

with all sorts of child maltreatment in her oeuvre.
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In many of her narratives, Morrison weaves a tangled web
of childhood trauma stories, in which all the characters have
suffered some kind of abuse like racial discrimination, neglect,
witnessing domestic violence, emotional and psychological abuse,
molestation, sexual exploitation, verbal abuse, etc. She shows how
the child’s exposure to traumatic experiences has far-reaching
negative effects on adulthood, such as psychological, emotional,
behavioral, and social. Morrison explores the curse of the past,
the legacy of slavery and its aftermath, and its hold on the present,
through the sociocultural phenomenon. Racism and intra-racial
discrimination based on skin color result in childhood trauma.
The sexual abuse of Pecola, the girl desiring the bluest eye by her
drunken father has been very vividly picturized in the backdrop
of racial conflict in ‘The Bluest Eye’. Morrisons ‘Beloved’
fictionized the gruesome murder of an infant with a jigsaw by
her mother, Sethe only to avoid escaping a slave. God Help the
Child chronicled the ramifications of child abuse and neglect
through the tale of Bride, a black girl with dark skin being born
to light-skinned parents. Moreover, magic realism, socio-political
aspects, and Toni Morrison s lucid narratives provide ultra energy
promoting her vivid message.
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Objectives of the Study

This study aims to comprehensively explore the portrayal of domestic violence and
child abuse in specific novels by Toni Morrison, including The Bluest Eye, Beloved,
and God Help the Child. It seeks to delve into the profound effects of these traumatic
experiences on the personalities and identities of the victims. Additionally, the study
endeavors to raise awareness and cultivate empathy by conducting a focused analysis
of Morrison’s literary works. By doing so, it aspires to make a valuable contribution to
the ongoing scholarly conversation surrounding the critical issues of domestic violence
and child abuse.

Literature Review

An extensive study from different sources like published books, theses, journals, web
pages, blogs, etc. has been undertaken for the smooth conduct of the research. There is
no direct way to walk upon and no shortcut answer to decide about Exploring Domestic
Violence and Child Abuse in Select Novels of Toni Morrison. However, the following

resources are reviewed eliciting material for this study:

Domestic Violence towards Women Characters as Seen in Toni Morrison's The Bluest
Eye by Ichwati Yuliana, Fabiola Dharmawanti Kurnia, Ali Mustofa has researched
Domestic Violence towards Women Characters as Seen in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest
Eye and specified some issues that can illuminate my work. Another research has been
commenced titled Beyond Subjective Violence: A Zizekian Reading Of Toni Morison's
Beloved by Fazel Asadi Amjad, Najlaa Atshan Kalaf Al musawi of Kharazmi University,
Iran. It has been published in the Journal of Archaeology of Egypt/Egyptology 17(5),
1254-1261.1ISSN 1567-214x. The study too shows different types of violence in Beloved.
Research has been made on a modern feminist standpoint titled, Objectification Theory:
The Themes of Violence and Diverse Sexualities in Beloved and The Bluest Eye of Toni
Morrison by Dr J.P Aggarwal & Ms. Vinisha Sharma. Some very crucial observations
have been focused on modern feminists such as Julia Kristeva, Luce Irigary and Irigary
have expressed their opinions on the negative impact of objectification of the female

82 BY ((,’n//(;//(e Jewmnal Volume-V, Issue-IT December 2023



Exploring Domestic Violence and Child...

body. Morrison wrote her novels to depict the themes of the sexual oppression of
women and their marginalization. All her women characters, Sethe, Pecola, and Denver
are trapped in a situation leading them to dehumanization and degradation. A research
work on Domestic Violence in Toni Morrison’s God Help the Child by Dr. S. Horizan
Prasanna Kumar is conducted and published on Language in India www.languageinindia.
com ISSN 1930-2940 18:3 March 2018 Dr. T. Deivasigamani, Editor: Vol. II Black
Writings: A Subaltern Perspective Annamalai University, Tamilnadu, India. This study
shows God Help the Child from different angles of violence and childhood scars.

Methodology of the Study

The research Exploring Domestic Violence and Child Abuse in Select Novels of
Toni Morrison employed a qualitative design, utilizing textual analysis to critically
examination on how Toni Morrison portrays domestic violence and child abuse in
selected novels, namely The Bluest Eye, Beloved, and God Help the Child. These
novels were chosen for their thematic exploration of research issues. Related data was
gathered through a meticulous reading process, capturing relevant passages, character
descriptions, and instances of domestic violence and child abuse. Some additional data
was collected from various sources such as web pages, blogs, and social networking
sites. The study was guided by theoretical frameworks, including Feminist Theory,
Trauma Theory, Psychoanalytic Theory, and Critical Race Theory, offering lenses to
comprehend the sociocultural, gendered, and racial dimensions within Morrison’s

works.
Introduction

The portrayal of domestic violence and child abuse is a recurring and deeply impactful
theme in the literary works of Toni Morrison. Domestic violence occurs as a pattern
of abusive and coercive behaviors. It concerns physical, sexual, and mental assault, as
well as economic coercion that adults use against their intimate partners (Schecter &
Ganley, 1995:16). Morrison’s poignant narratives delve into the complexities of human
relationships, exposing the painful realities of violence within the domestic sphere and
the lasting scars it leaves on individuals, families, and communities. Morrison became

blessed to be the first African woman to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993.
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Morrison’s exploration of domestic violence and child abuse is deeply rooted in
her commitment to giving voice to marginalized individuals and communities. Her
characters are often confronted with the harsh realities of violence, whether it be
physical, emotional, or psychological, and their struggles to navigate these traumatic
experiences form the core of her narratives. This critical analysis aims to delve into the
portrayal of domestic violence and child abuse in Morrison’s works, focusing on selected
novels such as The Bluest Eye, Beloved, and God Help the Child. With a breakthrough
exploration of Morrison’s portrayal of domestic violence and child abuse, this paper
recognizes the sensitivity of the subject matter and the importance of approaching it

with empathy, respect, and a commitment to amplifying marginalized voices.
Analysis and Interpretation

Toni Morrison, in many of her fictions, paints her concerns about child abuse, domestic
violence, and many unhealthy traumatic situations. Outlining the roots of this violence
to the days of slavery that justified the inhuman treatment of blacks by their white
masters, black women are seen to be the nastiest sufferers as they have been doubly
oppressed because of their race and gender. Black female children face abuse in their
own homes as well as from their community. Domestic violence in African American
families can be traced back to the days of slavery and the inhuman treatment blacks
received from their white masters. For both black males and females, slavery was a
devastating experience. And yet, black women were doubly oppressed because of their
race and gender, especially dramatic is the abuse black female children faced inside and
outside their home.

Silent Trauma Echoes in The Bluest Eye

Violence of any sort can lead to the physical and mental collapse of a child. In some
societies, women were traditionally considered the man’s asset; he had the power to
control and punish them and the children physically for instance beatings (Summers,
2001). Toni Morrison has shown the practical field of this theory in The Bluest Eye.
Pecola Breedlove has to face a lot of turbulence due to this unhealthy family relationship;
she has to pay with her life.

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that delves
into themes of beauty, identity, child abuse, domestic violence, and the devastating
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effects of racial self-hatred. Set in the 1940s in Lorain, Ohio, the story follows the life of
Pecola Breedlove, a young African-American girl who longs for blue eyes and believes
that possessing white skin and a pair of blue eyes would make her beautiful and valued
in a world that idolizes whiteness.

Pecola grows up in a troubled household, experiencing neglect and abuse from her
parents, Cholly and Pauline, who are victims of their own personal traumas and societal
pressures. She finds solace in her friendship with Claudia MacTeer, a young girl who
narrates parts of the story. As the narrative unfolds, Morrison explores the destructive
impact of white standards of beauty on Pecola’s self-esteem and mental well-being.
Pecola’s desire for blue eyes symbolizes her longing for social acceptance and her
belief that conforming to white ideals would bring her happiness and escape from her
painful reality.

Morrison also incorporates the perspectives of other characters, such as Soaphead
Church and Geraldine, who exemplify the damaging effects of internalized racism
and the perpetuation of oppressive beauty standards within the African-American
community. Their narratives further emphasize the complexity of racial identity and
the corrosive nature of societal prejudices. Being scorned in her daily life makes
Pecola become silent, loveless, lost self-esteem, and unconfident girl. She grew up in
a traumatic life. When she is at school, she cannot resist being ridiculed by her friends
and teachers about the color of her skin.

“Her teachers had always treated her this way. They tried never to glance at her and

called on her only when everyone was required to respond (Morrison, 1970:46-47)

She is harassed by her schoolmate and her teacher for being black and ugly. She receives
verbal assault from her peers who humiliate her since she has having unattractive

physical appearance.

“Bobby loves Pecola Breedlove! Bobby loves Pecola Breedlove!” and never fails to get
peals of laughter from those in earshot, and mock anger from the accused.” (Morrison,
1970: 46)

Moreover, she is not only harassed by the white kids but also by her own race. Every day
is miserable for Pecola. They bully her verbally by calling her ‘black e mo’ (Morrison,
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1970: 62). Facing verbal bullying shatters her psychology. Pecola, too endures physical
violence from her mother.

“Mrs. Breedlove yanked her up by the arm, slapped her again, and in a voice thin with
anger, abused Pecola directly...” (Morrison, 1970: 85)

Violence becomes prominent in Pecola’s life. Almost every day, she accepts bad
behavior and attitudes. Her parents become the perpetrators of the physical assault.
Tragically, Pecola’s yearning for blue eyes intensifies to the point of madness, and
she becomes pregnant after a horrifying incident of sexual abuse by her father. The
community, instead of offering support and understanding, largely dismisses her

suffering, deepening her isolation and despair.

Through The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison raises important questions about the nature of
beauty, the damaging consequences of racism, and the enduring legacy of exploitation.
The novel challenges readers to confront the sad plight of a teenage girl who becomes
the victim of incest, and severe ill-treatment, and ultimately dies a premature death.
Morrison’s work exposes the destructive power of internalized racism and serves as a

poignant reminder of the importance of embracing one’s unique identity.
Racial Aggression and Juvenile Mistreatment in Toni Morrison’s Beloved

Toni Morrison’s Beloved explores the brutal experiences of slavery and their lingering
effects on the characters. Set in the post-Civil War era, the story revolves around the
character of Sethe, a former slave who escaped from a plantation called Sweet Home
in Kentucky to Ohio. The novel is loosely based on the true story of Margaret Garner,
an enslaved woman who escaped with her children and killed her infant daughter to
prevent her from being captured.

The character of Sethe, a former slave, is haunted by the traumatic events of her past.
Sethe’s life is marked by extreme violence and abuse, both at the hands of slave owners
and within her own community. In Beloved, Morrison, “unconstrained by nineteenth-
century mores, . . . breaks open the taboo on speaking openly about sexuality and sexual
abuse” (Montgomery 55). Many characters in the novel experience traumas because of

their past, which was filled with sexual assaults.

Sethe, the main character, is lucky to have the same father for all her four children.
Yet, during her enslaved time at the Sweet Home, she faced a brutal assault, which
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affected her as a mother. The physical abuse she went through symbolizes the hardships
that slave mothers had to go through because the men, as she states, “took my milk”
(Morrison 17). She was deprived of one thing that connected her to her children — her
milk:

“They used cowhide on you?”

“And they took my milk!”

“They beat you and you was pregnant?”’
“And they took my milk!” (Morrison 20)

Sethe did not care about the fact that they beat her, she only cared about her milk, which
was meant for her children. On the one hand, this shows her love for her children and
the fact that they were of the utmost importance to her. On the other, she represents all
enslaved mothers who struggled and were in enormous pain because they could not
raise or nurse their children properly. Sethe would do anything to protect her children
and her murder of Beloved proves that. In addition, she would do anything for her
children, even selling her own body, i.e. this is how she manages to engrave Beloved’s

tombstone.

Baby Suggs, too was raped several times and had different men father her eight children.
This affects her life greatly as she struggles to connect emotionally with her children.
The only child of hers whom she saw become an adult is Halle, Sethe’s husband. Just
like other black women, she was exploited by men, both black and white. Most children
were taken away from their slave mothers after they were born, but Baby Suggs was
lucky to manage to keep at least one of her children with her, that being Halle: “And
He did, and He did, and He did and then gave her Halle who gave her freedom when it
didn t mean a thing” (Morrison 23).

Another character who went through this despicable act is Ella, who does not want
to nurse her child because it was conceived through rape and, consequently, the child
dies. These are only some of the examples of how slavery sexualized and sexually
abused women. White men had absolute power over enslaved people, and they could do
whatever they wished to them, without facing consequences, which left many women

with unforgettable traumas.
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Slavery dehumanized Sethe’s mother so much that she discarded all her children except
Sethe: “She threw them all away but you. The one from the crew she threw away on
the island. . . . Without names, she threw them. You she gave the name of the black
man” (Morrison 62). This situation describes the level of pain women felt when raped:
Sethe’s mother got rid of her children because they reminded her of her rapist(s).
Moreover, the usage of the word “threw” shows and emphasizes the lack of love Sethe’s
mother had for her other children. There was no connection between them. She only
kept Sethe because she loved her father and her death might have been a way in which
she wanted to protect her daughter.

The ghost of Sethe’s deceased daughter, known as Beloved, appears later in the story.
Beloved’s presence represents the haunting legacy of slavery and the unresolved trauma
that continues to shape the lives of the characters. Beloved’s arrival causes a further
exploration of the devastating effects of violence, both physical and emotional, within

the community.

Sethe’s act of killing her own children is an extreme portrayal of the devastating impact
of slavery on an individual’s psyche. Sethe’s motivation for committing infanticide is
driven by her belief that death is a preferable fate for her children than a life of slavery
and the horrors they would inevitably face. In her own distorted logic, she sees the act
as an act of love and protection, attempting to shield her children from the brutality and
dehumanization of slavery.

Through richly layered storytelling and poetic prose, Toni Morrison’s Beloved delves
into the depths of human resilience and the complexities of freedom and
redemption. Beloved serves as a powerful exploration of domestic violence and child
abuse within the context of slavery. Through her poignant narrative style, Morrison

calls for empathy and understanding in addressing the deep wounds of violence.
Family Strife and Child Maltreatment in Toni Morrison’s God Help the Child

In Toni Morrison’s novel God Help the Child, the themes of domestic violence and child
abuse are explored, though in a more subtle and nuanced manner compared to some of
her other works. The novel delves into the complex dynamics of family relationships,
the impact of childhood trauma, and the search for identity and self-worth.
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The character Bride, a young woman with deep skin and blue-black hair, experiences
emotional abuse from her mother, Sweetness, throughout her life. Sweetness, who
struggles with internalized racism and a belief in colorism, rejects and mistreats her
daughter because of her dark skin. Bride’s mother’s rejection and emotional abuse
profoundly affect her self-esteem and her understanding of love and relationships.

“It’s not my fault. So you can t blame me. I didn t do it and have no idea how it happened
... She was so black she scared me. Midnight black, Sudanese black. I'm light-skinned,
with good hair, what we call high yellow, and so is Lula Ann's father. Ain't nobody in
my family anywhere near that color. Tar is the closest I can think of.” (Morrison, Part 1,
Chapter 1, Page 3)-- Sweetness’s disavowal of all responsibility for her mistreatment of
her daughter is a classic example of child abuse verbally and emotionally.

While physical violence is not as prominently depicted in the novel, there are instances
of child abuse that are referenced in the narrative. For example, Bride’s childhood
friend, Booker, carries the trauma of physical abuse inflicted upon him by his father. His
experiences shaped his adulthood and his difficulties in forming healthy relationships.

God Help the Child highlights the long-lasting scars left by emotional abuse and
childhood trauma. One of the important prominent matters in God Help the Child is
the childhood dilemma and how it impacts its victim during adulthood. Bride, the root
of her childhood dilemma lies with how she was used to sweetness. At first, she called
herself as a Bride, but she was Lula Ann and was subjected to a childhood filled with
disgust and neglect. She was fully affected by physical abuse and Lula Ann was denied
consciousness and physical affection. Sweetness raised

Lula Ann is at a gap, not accepting her to grow close to her. Lula Ann compels her to
navigate girlhood in a sexist earth with a mother who not only avoids her daughter but

also strengthens misogynistic stigmas.

Significant memories in Lula Ann’s life and girlhood development become the sources
of hard memories. She has denied intimacy with her mom due to her color. “I fold her
to call me ‘sweetness’instead of ‘Mother’ or Mama’.

1t was safer. Being that black and having what I thought were too-thick lips calling me
‘Mama’

would confuse people” [Morrison,6].
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She was denied even referring to her mom as such due to her color. Lula Ann and many
such black children were made compulsory to grow mature quicker than other children
solely because of their skin color. They have many risks and expectations to follow as
black children.

Lula Ann taught rules to remove falling victim to racism. Sweetness point of view Lula
Ann’s dark black color is a curse.

God Help the Child parades substantial hopefulness. There is no doubt that the
psychological and emotional childhood scars that inhabit this narrative are somehow
finally fixed. Most of the main characters, true survivors of child abuse, experience a
purifying transformation in their lives. Rain finds in the hippy couple the possibility of
growing up and healing from her childhood wounds. All the characters of Morrison one
way or another, carry the burden of childhood pain: “A set of connections, which extend
from her [Bride] to Booker and on to a semi-feral girl named Rain . . .: a cycle of abuse,
of molestation” (Ulin, 2015). Morrison “carefully explores the nature of victimhood and
the consequences of domestic violence through a series of fascinating and believable
narrators.” (Igbal, 2015)

Conclusion:

Through a deep examination of Morrison’s key novels, The Bluest Eye, Beloved,
and God Help the Child, this research article has unmistakably emphasized that Toni
Morrison’s literary contributions extend far beyond storytelling. Morrison confronts
readers with uncomfortable realities through her unique depiction of Cholly Breedlove,
Sethe, and Bride, who endure various forms of abuse. Morrison’s powerful prose
narratives compel us to engage with the deep-rooted scars left by domestic violence and
child abuse and to acknowledge the urgent need for healing and social change. Through
her nuanced characterizations, Toni Morrison has underscored the power of literature to
illuminate social injustices and inspire transformative conversations. Her fiction serves
as a cautionary signal calling for immediate action, urging readers to recognize the
impact of violence and work towards a future where every individual, especially the
most vulnerable, can live free from abuse.
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Genocide and Ecological Ruin in Amitav Ghosh’s
The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis

Kamal Sharma

Abstract

Kamal Sharma Writing against the backdrop of the global pandemic of COVID-
Lecturer 19, Amitav Ghosh in his latest non-fiction text The Nutmeg's Curse:
Department of English Parables for a Planet in Crisis (2021), traces the contemporary
Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus planetary crisis back to a historical event popularly known as the
Kathmandu Dutch Massacre that occurred in 1621. This massacre resulted
e-mail: kamalsharmabaglung@gmail.com in the ruthless exploitation of humans and the natural world by
Western imperialism. Ghosh observes that the Banda islands were
rich sources of nutmegs and this is the reason why Bandalese was
attacked by European settlers to own nutmeg plantations. Dutch
officials viewed that there could be no trade without war. The
remaining Bandalese who survived the massacre went towards the
forests to hide and started living with the spirits of woods, animals,
and nature. For Bandalese, nature, as Carolyn Merchant claims,
was a mother. The trade and business that the European settlers
started along with the genocide of Bandalese continued in different
forms and prepared a ground for the ecological crisis. The current
predicament is the outcome of a mechanical view of the world in
which nature is viewed as a resource for humans to exploit for their
purposes. Drawing on the concepts of ecological theorists, this
paper claims that the entire relationship of humans to non-human
kind such as rivers, mountains, woods, animals, and the spirits
of land should be based on reciprocity, ethics, and egalitarian
concepts. The transfer of nutmeg from the original islands to the
economic centers reveals a wider colonial mindset that justifies
the exploitation of the entire ecology, which continues to lead to
geopolitics, and functions as a source of planetary crisis. As the
paper is qualitative, the ecocritical perspective has been applied
to the primary text to conclude that the environmental crisis, seen
or unseen, is rooted in colonial practices and capitalism.
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Introduction

The Nutmeg's Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis (2021) by Amitav Ghosh written
against the backdrop of COVID-19, exposes the environmental crisis that Ghosh links
to the Banda Islands massacre which I refer to as genocide in my paper. Banda Island
lies in the east of Indonesia having an amazing tree that produces both nutmeg and
mace. The period of enlightenment led to a way of looking at Earth as a repository of
resources made only for human use. It is still in practice as modern society is guided
largely by material gain. The genocide was an exposition of the colonial mindset of
Dutch settlers who came to Banda islands to have monopoly markets over the nutmegs
and mace as these valuable things are found in the islands. Most of the Bandalese were
killed as they came to defend their land. However, they could not succeed as they
were not fully prepared for war. Talking about nutmeg, mace, and cloves, Ittersum Van
asserts, “Nutmeg, mace, and cloves had reached Europe via ports in the Middle East
during the Middle Ages. One of the aims of European expansion into Asia was to cut out
Muslim middlemen and establish direct trade links with the Spice Islands” (2). Due to
the nutmeg, mace, and cloves, the European expansion into Asia was designed. In this
process, the Bandalese were the victims who suffered a lot Van further discusses “The
Bandalese were the victims of Anglo—Dutch imperial competition in Asia in the period
1609— 16217 (5). They were the victims of imperial competition for nutmeg. Ghosh,
through this text, challenges imperial tendency embedded in the activities of Dutch
settlers, and critiques war, empire, and genocide supported through the Earth-devouring
logics that underpin ecological disaster. Here, I claim that genocide on the Bandalese
led to an environmental crisis as the way Bandalese treated nature was different from

Dutch settlers’ understating of nature.
Review of Literature

The text The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis is the new and latest text
of Amitav Ghosh published in 2021 AD. Though the text has not received substantial
reviews yet, a few criticisms published in 2022 onwards indicate that the book is

remarkable for its form and contents. Jialan Deal discusses the exploration of Western
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Colonialism and its ecological Impact. He argues, “In The Nutmeg’s Curse, Ghosh
theorizes that the objectification, exploitation, and mistreatment of the Earth’s resources
results from the world order Western colonization created” (127). He means to say that
the act of objectification, exploitation, and mistreatment of nature’s resources results
from the colonizing project of Westernization.

The text talks about how the world gradually lost its organic form as humanity began
to think that development is based on the exploitation of nature. The planetary crisis
that appears and reappears constantly haunts Ghosh. Ghosh argues that today’s climate
change dynamics are based on Western colonialism. Then, Deal further talks about the
history of the Banda Islands where the source of nutmeg lies— an important economic
site for colonizers, “Ghosh then uses a story from the Dutch occupation of Indonesia,
specifically in the Banda Archipelago, as a parable for how European colonization has
shaped ecological perceptions of the Earth. In the 1600s, the Banda Archipelago had
an abundance of trees that produced nutmeg, a valuable spice in European markets”
(128). According to the arrival of the Dutch there in the Banda Islands, they began to
see the nutmeg as a source of earning huge money. They never thought of the cultural
implication of Bandalese’s understanding of nature. They treated the land as a resource,
“The author’s use of nutmeg in this context has both material and immaterial aspects.
In the modern-day, nutmeg is often viewed through the lens of its historical value in
trading and commerce. In contrast, while the traditional Banda did see the commercial
power of nutmeg, they also saw the spice and their natural environment “not as land, but
rather as Land” (Deal 129). They viewed, nutmeg— the spice and natural environment
‘not as a land of less importance’, but rather as a ‘Land of tremendous importance’.
In the same way, the reviewer— Sujata Byravan in “The Nutmeg’s Curse’ Review:

Listening to Nature’s Voice” argues:

Amitav Ghosh opens The Nutmeg’s Curse with soldiers from the Dutch East India
Company unleashing their savagery on the people of the Banda Islands in the 17th
century. Bandalese chiefs were mercilessly massacred, and the extermination of the
people lasted 18 years, with “not a vestige of their language or peculiar customs”
remaining. Ghosh then moves from Indonesia to the heinous crimes of genocide of
Native Americans in North America. His polemic links settler colonialism and its

barbaric values to the sustained culture of domination and destruction of the land and

people. (n. p.)
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The review published in The Hindu newspaper of India by the reviewer— Sujata Byravan
sheds light on how Dutch people came to loot the Banda Islands in the seventeenth
century. Bandalese chiefs and locals were mercilessly dominated and massacred for
economic purposes. Saswat Samay Das shares her opinion about the text which has
both aesthetic and political messages. Das argues, “His narrative creatively engages
with archives of colonial history, yet does not stand as a full-fledged transgressive act.
At an aesthetic level, his engagement displays a radical shift as he re-narrates the history
of colonial exploitation in the form of anecdotes . . . archetypical postcolonial criticism
that seeks to capture colonialism as a mesh of eco-exploitative practices” (1). Das
suggests that The Nutmegs Curse can be studied in two levels: aesthetic and political.
The available reviews indicate that the text is one of the best examples of how colonial
force dominated both humans and nature. However, these reviews have not explored
this issue in detail and since the book is a recent publication, it has not received much
reviews and criticism yet. Thus, I attempt to locate how the genocide that occurred on
the Banda Islands led to the planetary crisis.

Methodology

The research design in this paper follows qualitative interpretative methods to analyze
data collected from the primary text The Nutmegs Curse: Parables for a Planet in
Crisis by applying ecological perspectives countering colonial projects of muting and
savagery. The ecological crisis due to the violence in nature has been an important topic
in literary scholarship. In a world where human anti-ecological activities have not been
checked, it is normal and natural for disasters to fall. Amidst such context, I have chosen
the non-fiction text — The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis (2021) by
Amitav Ghosh. For the exploration of the research issue, I have used theoretical insights
from Ramachandra Guha, Maria Miles, and Carolyn Merchant. Furthermore, I have
used Norman Naimark’s concept of nature and genocide, Prasenjit Duara’s concept of
crisis in modern times, and Greta Gaard’s Ecological Politics to analyze the content
from the primary text.

Trade, Genocide, and Environment

The Banda islands were blessed with nutmeg and mace spices. They are so valuable
from the economic perspective that the Dutch people wanted to have a monopoly
plantation over the islands. Everyone wanted to go there because of the nutmeg tree. In
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medieval Europe, a handful of nutmegs could make a person rich. To obtain them, the
European settlers went there using coercion. They understood that there could be no
trade without war, “There can be no trade without war” (Ghosh 42). This is the reason
why they wanted to have dominion over the nutmeg plantation and Bandalese people.

The Dutch forces burnt everything related to the dwellings of Bandalese and destroyed
their remaining boats so that they could go nowhere. Their settlements were also
ravished. This event occurred in 1621 when the majority of Bandalese were killed.
Ghosh argues, “It is not known for sure how many Bandalese survived the massacre
of 1621. Coen was a Dutch governor who imposed colonial authority over the Banda
islands and it was all his design to have a monopoly market over the nutmeg by killing
whoever came on the way. Coen himself believed that no more than a few hundred
fugitives escaped from the Bandas™ (41). Out of the total Bandalese, the majority of
them were killed, some of them were enslaved and some others died of starvation.
Those who survived went to the jungle and neighboring islands, “All the Bandalese
were left alive fled to the neighboring islands™ (40). It was the resistance they showed
while protecting their land and nutmeg. They were also enslaved as they had no other
option except to surrender. Phillip Winn also talks about the historical horrible event
of 1621 that killed the Bandalese and enslaved the survivors. In “Slavery and cultural
creativity in the Banda Islands”, he argues, “This followed the final brutal conquest
of the islands in 1621 by the quasi-sovereign VOC, which sponsored a major military
expedition under Jan Pieterszoon Coen to seize possession of the still extensive areas
not yet under its control as a result of earlier conflicts. The expedition succeeded,
after decimating the local population and razing their fortified settlements” (367).
The mission to conquer Banda islands was succeeded and they decimated the local
population. The survivors were easily enslaved. After the victory, the Dutch signed the
contract for the provision of slaves, “This trade intensified dramatically after the arrival
of Europeans, most notably the Dutch, who signed contracts with local rulers in Maluku
in the early seventeenth century for the provision of slaves, as well as acquiring them
directly or by proxy” (370). The conquering of Nutmeg extended and reached the point
where both the Bandalese and Banda islands were conquered by Dutch people. While
reviewing The Nutmeg Curse: Parables for Planetary Crisis, the reviewer Ashutosh
Kumar Thakur talks about how nutmeg was a target for Europeans:
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As the nutmeg made its way across the known world, they became immensely valuable
- in 16th century Europe, just a handful could buy a house. It was not long before
European traders became conquerors, and the indigenous Bandalese communities - and
the islands themselves - would pay a high price for access to this precious commodity.
Yet the bloody fate of the Banda islands forewarns of a threat to our present day. (1)

The quote highlights how a handful of nutmeg was so valuable that it could buy a house
or ship in medieval Europe. The bloody fate of the Banda Islands due to genocide in the
name of having a monopoly on nutmeg plantations forewarns of a threat to our present

day and future times.

Thakur further talks about how Europeans came to Banda islands for trade and
colonialism, “When the nutmeg was discovered by the rest of the globe, European
traders quickly conquered the islands, causing indigenous tribes on the Banda islands to
pay exorbitant rates for the product” (1). After the discovery of the nutmeg, European
traders quickly conquered the islands, causing indigenous tribes on the Banda islands to
pay exorbitant rates for the product and they lost their life and their culture.

The genocide began as the Dutch official Mattijin Sonck was suspicious of Bandalese
that they could also attack them with their natural weapons. He heard a faint sound of
a lamp falling which he misunderstood as an attack of Bandalese. In this regard, Gosh
notes, “To this day nobody exactly knows what transpired in Selamon on that night,
in Selamon on that April night, in the year 1621, except that lamp fell to the floor in
the building where Martijn Sonck, a Dutch official was billeted” (5). He was sure that
the war had just been started and ordered the firing, “He and his panicked counselors
snatch up their firearms and begin shooting at random” (7). Firing at random, of course,
resulted in genocide.

Amitav Ghosh brings reference to the UN convention to talk about genocide. According
to the UN Convention of 1946, genocide means, “acts committed with intent to destroy
in whole or in part a national, ethnical, racial or religious group as such” (41). The
Dutch officials who came to Banda islands with the intention of trade destroyed the
islanders and their surroundings. Not only did the Dutch systematically depopulate the
islands through genocide, but they also tried their best to bring nutmeg cultivation into
plantation mode, and for this, they used force through violence. Ghosh further asserts,
“As this passage makes clear, colonialism, genocide, and structures of organized
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violence were the foundations on which industrial modernity was built” (116). The vital
connection between war and trade was of course perfectly understood by early empire
builders like Jan Coen who said that there could be no trade without war. Talking about
Coen, Joella van Donkersgoed explicates, “One central figure embroiled in the events of
1621 when the monopoly on the trade of nutmeg and mace was established by violence,
is Jan Coen” (272). For Coen, the genocide and trade of nutmeg go simultaneously as
he established a monopoly on islands through violence.

The connection between genocide and trade is highlighted as Naimark talks about
genocide as the destruction of a nation or ethnic group. He states, “By ‘genocide’ we
mean the destruction of a nation or an ethnic group. This new word, coined by the
author to denote an old practice in its modern development, is made from the ancient
Greek word genos (race, tribe) and the Latin cide (killing), thus corresponding in its
formation to such words as tyrannicide, homicide, infanticide” (11-12). By genocide, he
means to say that it’s all about killing the entire race or tribe. It also involves destroying
the nation, and terrifying inhabitants. The colonial mentality of European settlers was
responsible for the genocide as the colonial subjects like Bandalese could do nothing
except die while protecting the land. Naimark further insists, “The colonial powers
were ultimately responsible for genocide, and therefore sometimes this phenomenon is
known as colonial genocide. Settler genocide makes more sense here to indicate that
armed civilians, organized militias, and possesses, carried out the bulk of the killing”
(57). Naimark opines that the colonial mindset intends to kill the innocent native people
for their vested interest. Thus, it can also be referred to as colonial genocide where
armed civilians and organized militias could go to the extent of depopulating the entire
population. Thus, in the book, Ghosh mentions, “The Dutch official Martijn Sonck
“seized the best houses for his troops, and he has also sent soldiers swarming over the
villages, terrifying the inhabitants™ (6). He intends to destroy the whole population so
that he can have ownership of the nutmeg plantation, “He has come to Selamon under
the orders to destroy the village and expel its inhabitants from this idyllic island, with
its lush forests and sparkling blues sea”(6). Selamon is a village in Banda islands with
its lush forests and sparkling blue seas. Sonck’s intention to destroy the villages means
to destroy the villagers as well. The Bandalese were not aware of the massacre that
they had to face. Even in the peace, genocide occurs. Naimark states, “Even during

periods of peace, the threat of war or the ostensible need to prepare for war can instigate
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genocidal situations. War is not a necessary precondition for genocide, and genocide
does not necessarily occur during war. Still, genocide is most often associated with
wartime intentions, policies, and actions” (25). The quote states that the declared war is
not only the precondition for genocide. It occurs when one powerful group like colonial
powers intends to kill the native people for their motive. As seen in the Banda islands,

the attack from the side of Sonck and his people was beyond expectation for Bandalese.

The reason for the massacre was the economic motive due to nutmeg as I already stated
above. Ghosh observes that the Banda islands were rich sources of nutmegs, “In the
case of the Banda Islands the gift... the tree that produces both nutmeg and mace” (8).
It was not the Dutch who only tried to conquer the islands but the other Europeans like
the Portuguese, and Spanish who tried to have domination over the Bandalese, “Yet
the Europeans— first the Portuguese and Spanish, and then the Dutch— have for more
than a hundred years insistently pursued the goal of establishing a monopoly over the
islanders’ most important products: nutmeg and mace” (13). Thus, the European settlers
tried their best to conquer the land, forests, nutmeg, mace, cloves, and Bandalese without
thinking about what happened to nature.

Ghosh critiques the idea of conquering nature without thinking about the Earth as a
living entity, “But initially the idea that the Earth is a living entity in which life maintains
the conditions for life aroused skepticism and even hostility within the scientific
community” (86). The scientific community of the modern age considers nature as a
dead thing waiting for humans to give life form to nature. As I discuss how trade and
genocide are interlinked, now let me discuss how these concepts can have a direct

impact on the environment.

Phillip Winn highlights the collective identity of Bandalese associated with land which
they take as sacred one, “The forms of collective representation existing in the Bandas
are fundamentally local, they do express an identity linked to place” (73). Their identity,
as Winn argues, is linked to place. For them, their land is blessed and it is sacred. Winn
discusses Bandas’s coming into the interaction with the sacred by appreciating the sense
of place that is a core aspect of the Bandalese life world, “In the Bandas and Lonthoir,
a significant aspect of this sense involves particular kinds of practices, which can be
seen as interactions with the sacred” (73). They interact with the sea, and trees, and
appreciate the sense of place which after the Dutch massacre disappeared.
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After the genocide, interactions between Bandalese to nature disappeared, and their
skills to deal with natural phenomena were also erased. Unlike the Dutch settlers,
they lived observing and following the laws of nature as Joella van Donkersgoed and
Muhammad Farid write in their article, “At the outset, they lived heathen lives while
observing and following the laws of nature” (418). They followed the rhythm of nature
and had harmonious relations with nature which after the conquest of the land by the
Dutch was ignored. They talk about three instances to show how Bandalese people were
connected with nature:

The first is when a brother falls asleep under a tree and, when he awakens, he realizes that
the sea has receded and left the beach strewn with food resources. A second example is
when the sister realizes how the sun traverses through the sky and relates this to the ebb
and flow of the sea. At that moment they are residing on Mount Kilsarua, which means
looking at the sun. The third is the well-known legend of the discovery of a water source
on the island of Banda Besar, which was created when the sister stumbled and her feet
met the ground. The water source was discovered by the brothers when they noticed a
wet cat coming out of the bushes. They decided to settle near the water source. (418-19)

As the quote clarifies the Bandalese siblings (brother and sister) realize and communicate
with natural objects to conclude. After waking up under the tree, the brother sees the
sea receded leaving bountiful food stuffs for him. Sun traveling through the sky and
its shadow appearing in the sea relates this to the ebb and flow of the sea. In the same
way, in the third example, the brother sees the cat coming from the bushes and he
immediately realizes that there is a water source as the cat had lived there. And they
decided to settle near the water source. It tells us that humans cannot live without natural
blessings bestowed on them. For them, the sea is not merely the source of food stuffs,
it provides religious and cultural networks, “The sea not only provides food, it also
brought religious knowledge and trade relations. The sea and the ability to navigate the
marine environment is therefore an essential part of life” (421). The native people used
boats to navigate through the marine world. Boats, sea, native knowledge, and skills are

essential parts of their life.

Colonial genocide designed for economic motives is best gained at the cost of
environmental degradation. Environment and industrialization stand in sharp contrast

to each other. Industrialization in the modern period, due to the rapid growth of the
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economic mindset of treating the earth as a resource owes much to colonialism. Ghosh
clarifies, “After all, what happened in the Banda Islands was merely one instance of
a history of colonization that was then unfolding on a vastly larger scale on the other
side of the earth, in the Americas” (18). Treating nature as a resource paves the way
for environmental crises. Nutmeg’s movement from its native Banda islands reveals
a prevalent colonial attitude of domination of human life and the environment that
persists today in different forms. Ghosh observes, “The modern era, it is often asserted,
has freed humanity from the earth and propelled it into a new age of progress in which
human-made goods take precedence over natural products” (18). The ecological
degradation that the present world is facing is the result of the imperial world of the
past that continues in different forms. Ghosh links the origins of our current planetary
crisis (COVID-19) to Western colonialism’s ruthless exploitation of human life and the
natural world.

Prasenjit Duara highlights how the reckless use of environmental resources can have
negative consequences on the environment, “In the large societies of contemporary
China and India, the continued patterns of present use and consumption of environmental
resources will have incalculable consequences upon the world’s environment™ (32). The
problem of environmental degradation is seen in the world including Asian countries
like China and India. The act of controlling nature is harmful as it does not provide any
alternative solution to protect the world, “In modern Asia, the mainstream obsession
with pursuing the goal of controlling and manipulating nature has not provided us with
too many helpful examples of efforts to realize alternative goals™ (33). The point Duara
is making is that the government or the mainstream obsession with pursuing the goal
of controlling and manipulating nature does not involve any rational logic if seen from
an environmental perspective. The crisis has led to environmental movements. Duara
posits:

This was also reflected to some extent within Asia where the effects of high-speed
growth in much of East and Southeast Asia upon the natural conditions of livelihood
and environmental degradation led to the emergence of environmental movements in
the 1980s. In the second type, the developing countries, the impact of industrialization
and urbanization was found to be felt most acutely by marginal populations, particularly
peasants, forest and fishing communities, and those displaced by large construction

projects. (40)
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High-speed growth in the name of development has adverse effects on the conditions of
livelihood and the environment. It will have more impact on the marginal communities
that are displaced by large construction projects. The colonial mentality as discussed by
Ghosh goes on destroying not only inhabitants but also dwellings. Jan Coen’s activity of
killing the Bandalese and extracting the nutmeg proves this “To burn everywhere their
dwellings” (23). Coen destroyed the dwellings of inhabitants so that the survivors could
not survive anymore. He ravaged the village, “He took village’s bale-bale or meeting
hall which he requisitioned as a billet for himself and for his counselors. Moreover, he
has occupied the most venerable mosque, where Bandalese could pray and worship”
(21). As the quote tells the Dutch official Coen took control of the village’s meeting
hall, and mosque to detach the Bandalese with cultural ties. The fleet that he brought to
this island was the largest as it consisted of 18 Dutch ships with more than two thousand
men. He ordered all the inhabitants to leave the land peacefully. However, this plan
does not work well, “But the plan does not go smoothly; instead of surrendering, large
numbers of islanders flee into forests” (21). The forests were the natural home of the
Bandalese. They respected the land and forests. However, as they were either killed or

displaced, the treatment of land as a mother has changed into a mere resource.

Thus, Amitav Ghosh identifies the beginning of the planetary due to the total exploitation
of both lands and people for trade and profit which became the prevailing mode of
growth in the world economy causing severe damage to the natural world.

Colonial Projects of Muting and Savagery

Ghosh talks about how Dutch officials were interested in the politics of muting and
savagery. For them, banda islanders and nature are similar because they are mute and
savage. Ghosh vehemently critiques this idea and asserts that even nature has sounds that
make meanings. He argues, “Until then, no matter that they have tongues, voices, and
languages, brutes are effectively mute, like Nature itself, which also makes sounds but
makes no meanings. In this view of the world, the sounds of Nature are not equivalent
to utterances; they are the products of mechanical responses and reactions” (189). The
Bandalese were brutes to Dutch people who had come to conquer the islands. Despite
having tongue and language, these people were considered brutes by the Dutch. By
this discourse, the Dutch people went on to create colonies to have a monopoly over
the nutmeg trade. They thought of nature as having no agency. Ghosh further observes,
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“Colonization was thus not merely a process of establishing dominion over human
beings it was also a process of subjugating and reducing to muteness an entire universe
of beings that was once thought of as having agency power of communication and
the ability to make meaning animals, trees, volcano and nutmegs” (190). The quote
highlights that the colonial project was not only a process of establishing dominion over
the human world but equally was a process to dominate and exploit the natural world by
reducing them to the stage of muteness having no agency to communicate and exchange
their experience. This helps colonizers to reduce nature and inhabitants’ value as brutes,
“It is by representing a vast continuum of human and nonhuman beings as brutes that
the colonizer turns into resources, to be used as slaves, servants, and commodities”
(190). From the politics of brutes, the colonizers understood and treated nature as a

mere resource.

The problem associated with the politics of brutes is that it promoted environmental
degradation because when islanders were deprived of their natural right to communicate
with trees, jungles, and nature, the ecological balance was disturbed. In this regard,
Ghosh asserts, “At this moment in time, when we look back on the trajectory that brought
humanity to the brink of a planetary catastrophe, we cannot but recognize our plight is
a consequence of how certain classes of humans — a small minority have actively muted
others by representing them as brutes as creatures whose presence on earth is solely
material” (195). It is through the logic of savagery and brutes, that the colonial projects
made a small portion of the population have dominion over the majority of people like
Banda islanders. They have actively muted other people like Bandalese by representing
them as brutes as creatures whose presence on earth, as they assume, is solely material
and physical to serve the colonizer. Non-humans are not as mute as the Dutch thought of
them. They unmute themselves at the right time As reflected by Ghosh, “Non-humans
too are no longer as mute as they once were. Other beings and forces — bacteria, viruses,
glaciers, forests, the jet stream, have also unmuted themselves and are now thrusting
themselves so exigently on our attention that they can no longer be ignored or treated as
elements of inert Earth” (196-197). The different life forms that which colonial mindset
rejects as beings unfold their voices, and unmute themselves, thus they cannot be
ignored. With this concept, the forest areas have been opened up to meet the objectives
of capitalism.
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Ghosh pours his dissatisfaction against administrators, and missionaries who promote
colonial projects calling indigenous relation to land superstitions, “Forest peoples’
sacred mountains have been desecrated, their lands have been swamped by dams and
their beliefs and rituals have come under attack as primitive superstitions— the same
term used by colonial administrators, scientists and missionaries” (196). The lands are
swamped by dam construction, the sacred mountains have been desecrated and their
rituals are thought to be superstitious practices.

The discourse of muting and unmuting helps colonizers rationalize their colonial project.
They take the muteness of nature and Bandalese as savagery and uncivilization. It leads
to an ecological crisis as nature is subdued, controlled, and used as a resource in the name
of muteness. Theoretically, this has been highlighted by Chad Anderson in these words,
“Using the tools of civilization, namely, cartography and writing, Europeans claimed
lands and peoples whose purpose in history was to wait for European discoverers”
(490). Europeans’ doctrine of discovery suggests the agency of civilized European
explorers who can control the native people by hook or crook due to the passivity of
natives. Ghosh also highlights this issue in his text.

Nutmeg and (Monstrous) Gaia: A Blessing or A Curse?

The Nutmeg's Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis revolves around a conflict between
white settlers and Bandalese due to the nutmeg— a spice that is used for medicinal
purposes and also functions as an identity marker for rich people in medieval Europe.
Ghosh in the text highlights trade networks developed across the world due to nutmeg,
“The nodes and routes of these networks, and the people who were active in them,
varied greatly over time, as kingdoms rose and fell, but for more than a millennium the
voyage of the nutmeg remained remarkably consistent, growing steadily in both volume
and value” (9). The trading networks stretched across the Indian Ocean. It has a long

history from the 16th and 17th centuries to modern times.

Europeans went to Banda islands through the Indian Ocean and tried to impose
monopolies over the nutmeg trade. For them, the easy solution to have dominion over
the Banda islands was to eliminate 15000 Bandalese by killing, enslaving, or forcing
them to leave the land. Why the story of the Banda islands was so significant because
the tree was a blessing for islanders for centuries but finally it turned out to be a curse.
It became a curse because it was viewed as a resource by the Europeans which they
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snatched through genocide. Nature despite being benevolent, revolts back to humans if

they go on treating nature as crossing the limit.

The image of Earth as the mother Goddess is highlighted by Carolyn Merchant. In The
Death of Nature: Women, Ecology, and the Scientific Revolution, she observes how
nature was worshipped as a mother Goddess, “Central to the organic theory was the
identification of nature, especially the earth, with a nurturing mother; a kindly beneficent
female who provided for the needs of mankind in an ordered, planned universe” (2).
Nature was considered a life-sustaining force yielding necessary things for human
beings. The metaphorical implication of earth as mother gradually disappeared as
scientific worldview started to consider nature or earth as resources to be used and
explored. The nature-mother affinity is also discussed by Greta Gaard:

Moreover, arguments that appeal to the biological “closeness” of women and nature
are more often used to justify women’s “natural” role as caregivers and child-bearers
rather than as bricklayers or politicians. In sum, essentialist arguments tend to become
regressive, and they do nothing to challenge the dualisms of patriarchal thought, which
associate men/reason/culture and define them in opposition to women/emotion/nature.
(20)

Just like a mother, Gaard asserts that nature and women are naturally assigned the role
of caregivers and child bearers. The dualistic principle is an outcome of a past colonial
mindset that continues in different forms.

Inthe same way, the Indian ecologist, Vandana Shiva‘s idea of double domination of nature
and marginal groups is continued in developmental activities guided by anthropocentric
culture, “In fact, however water, soil fertility, and genetic wealth are considerably
diminished as a result of the development process” (73). Due to the developmental
activities, soil fertility is diminished and bio-diversity is affected. It poses a threat to
the whole world harmonious relationship between nature and humans is degrading.
She shows humanity suffers more when there is environmental degradation. Her idea
is assimilated in the idea of Ghosh who speaks against the development designed at
the cost of bio-diversity. In the same way, Maria Miles worries about nuclear weapons
and bombs produced by science. She mentions, “The ecology movement, ... repeatedly
campaigned against the construction of nuclear power plants because nuclear power
is a source of energy so dangerous that it cannot be controlled by human beings” (91).
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The quote clarifies that the construction of nuclear power are result of colonialism and
it destroyed nature and human life. When this power is exercised, human beings cannot

control it. It results in human casualties.

Timothy Luke brings the image of Earth First to talk about the biocentric approach to
dealing with life. He talks about the Earth First project, “Earth First! pursues goals that
are not mainly economic; instead it consciously struggles over the power to socially
construct new identities, to create democratic spaces for autonomous social action, and
to reinterpret norms and reshape institutions” (30). He does not prefer the economic
struggles to gain profit at the cost of ecological disaster. Thus, he brings reference to
biocentrism, “Earth First! envisions its program as being substantively “posthumanist”
or biocentric” (40). Biocentrism is an earth-centered approach that was practiced by
Banda islanders. When the Dutch came to conquer the islands, anthropocentrism began
to take its sharp shape. They ignored Earth and treated her as a resource. Earth was a
mother goddess and a sacred place, “Our argument in this chapter is that the making
of capitalism as a mode of production was inseparable from the coeval processes of
violent subordination that took place in Asia at the hands of the Europeans” (Anievas
and Kerem 221). They argue that capitalism is the source of violence that prepares the

ground for ecological destruction.

According to Greek myth, Gaia is considered for Earth. It is the symbol or personification
of Mother Earth or nature. Since Earth is bountiful, it has motherly qualities and feeds
those who nourish her. Indeed, she is gentle. However, she is also cruel and can show
her terrifying figure in different forms. Her resentment and dissatisfaction are revealed
through a series of disasters. She creates different life forms and destroys them as well,
she is not a dead entity as the colonial project once thought, and she remains a strong
life forever.

Ghosh praises the beauty of Banda islands as they are blessed with such fertile and diverse
land. Land for Bandalese was more than a place that was blessed with nutmeg. Bringing
reference to indigenous thinker Max Lioiron, Ghosh talks about the Banda islands. The
land is significant as having meanings in itself, “The unique entity that is the combined
living spirits of plants, animals, water, humans, histories, and events” (36). However, for
Dutch official— Jan Coen, the islands are nothing more than a resource, “For Jan Coen
and the VOC, on the other hand, the trees, volcanoes, and landscapes of the Bandas had
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no meanings except as resources that could be harnessed to generate profit” (36). This
concept of treating nature as a resource is the root cause of the environmental crisis.
Though colonialism ends the colonial mindset to dominate or exploit nature remains
constant. Ghosh observes that this is prevalent in the modern world, “As the ideologies
of modernity were rising to dominance, the war against vitalism would go hand in hand
with the expansion of European projects of colonialism and conquest” (87). The project

of colonialism continues to dominate the natural projects.

Ramachandra Guha talks about how the landscapes were reshaped in the 18th and 19th
centuries to promote industrialization, “In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the
landscapes of England was reshaped by the industrial revolution. Coal mines, textile
mills, railroads, and shipyards were the visible signs of an enormous expansion of
industry and trade...” (10). The trade that started in the pre-industrial society supported
colonialism and industrialization. Guha further brings the point to the fore, “Strikingly,
this hostility extended to indigenous forms of land use, that is, to the varieties of
pastoralism and cultivation practiced by African and Asian communities in territories
recently colonized by Europeans™ (30). The areas cultivated and planted by local people

are now recently colonized by white settlers.

Guha brings reference to an artist, art critic John Ruskin whose idea of water and
land pollution makes Guha aware of how earth has been used as a resource, “This
destruction, he thought, owed itself to the fact that modern man had desacralized nature,
viewing it only as a resource of raw materials to be exploited and thus emptying it of
mystery, the wonder, indeed the divinity with which pre-modern man saw the natural
world” (13). The idea of Guha related to earth resources is also highlighted by Ghosh,
“The project of terraforming enframes the world in much the same way that the Banda
Islands came to be seen by their conquerors: this is the frame of world-as-resource,
in which landscapes (planets) come to be regarded as factories and nature is seen as
subdued and cheap” (73). The conquerors in the Banda islands viewed the world as a
resource as they captured the islands for the nutmeg which they used to earn money

using it as a resource.

Ghosh makes a comparison between white men and local ones who perceive nature as
Mother Earth. White settlers say that nature means a savage wild area which Ghosh
never agrees with, “Only to the white man was Nature a wilderness and only to him
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was the land infested with wild animals and savage people. To us it was tame. Earth was
bountiful and was surrounded with the blessings of the Great Mystery” (64). It indicates
that for the Bandalese, the Earth was bountiful and they were blessed with beautiful
things that they could use for their livelihood. Earth was Gaia and a living entity.

Talking about Gaia, Ghosh mentions that she is both benevolent and monstrous. She is
a kind and motherly deity because she can give birth and nourish with care. She is the
epitome of love and affection, and yet the same time, she is monstrous as well. She can
plot against the force she hates. With the help of her son— Kronos, his father’s genitals
are cut off. Her anger is targeted at Uranos whom she mates to produce many children
but when he hides them under her, she cannot bear any longer. Ghosh is concerned,
“Gaia tires of this and finally- groaning within, she conceives a cunning evil trick. She
makes a serrated sickle out of an indestructible element, adamant, and shows it to her
children” (88). The revolutionary nature of Gaia indicates the fact that she can take
back whatever she has given to the world, “But what Earth gives, it can also take away”
(159). She endures patiently but when the limitation is crossed, she shows her angry
nature as S.P. Lohani writes, “Yet—she endures” (176). The ruthless exploitation of her

unfolds many crises which we have to face.

To show the current predicament of humanity, Ghosh talks about COVID-19 as an outcome
of climate change which has its links to colonial projects of the past because he explains
that the infectious diseases are the results of economic activity like nutmeg trade, “I
began writing this chapter in early March of 2020, at just the time when a microscopic
entity, the newest coronavirus, was quickly becoming the largest, most threatening, and
most inescapable presence in the planet” (14). The seemingly insignificant microscopic
entity, the coronavirus, is creating havoc, threatening the whole world. Ghosh was
writing this book when the virus was making its voyage across the world. He shows the
links between climate change and COVID-19:

There is of course no direct causal relation between climate change and the Covid —
COVID-19 pandemic; they are not unrelated issues either. Just as global warming is the
result of ever-increasing economic activity; it is clear now that outbreaks of infectious
diseases are also a hidden cost of economic development brought about by changing
land use and human intrusions upon wildlife habitats. (133)
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Ghosh means to say that climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic are related issues.
Just like the ever-increasing economic activity is responsible for global warming,
the outbreaks of infectious diseases are the results of changes in landscapes and
terraforming. He opines, “The usual conclusion is that disasters and outbreaks of new
diseases will not only take a terrible toll on lives in the poor countries but will also lead
to riots and uprisings that could culminate in the collapse of state structures” (138). The
lines indicate the possible violence along with the outbreaks of new diseases that take
a terrible toll on lives.

Treating the earth as a resource brings problems. The newer forms of ecological disasters
keep unfolding across the world, “The point is that the newer forms of ecological
disasters unfolding across the globe tell that it is harder to believe that earth is an inert
body that exists merely to provide resources to humans” (83). The quote mentions that
treating the earth as an inert body is problematic; it is a dynamic entity that is a platform
for many creatures to evolve and co-evolve. He reflects that what is going on around
the world from the dawn of European colonial conquests to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic is the result of economic viewpoints that dominate Earth. Ghosh suggests, “In
that sense climate change events and the Covid-19 pandemic are cognate phenomena,
and the paths taken by the pandemic suggest that the planetary crisis too will unfold in
surprising and counterintuitive ways” (133). He foresees that the world is going through
a crisis in the days to come because people have not understood the real meaning of
Earth as Ghosh argues, “The planet will never come alive for you unless your songs and
stories give life to all the beings; seen and unseen that inhabits a living Earth —Gaia”
(84). So it is attitude how one treats Mother Earth. He further talks about omnicide. The
vision of the world as a resource leads not only to genocide but to omnicide, “An excess
that leads ultimately not just to genocide but an even greater violence an impulse that
can only be called omnicide- the desire to kill everything” (7). The omnicide means
destruction of all life forms including human beings.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Banda islands massacre involved ruthless exploitation of both nature
and the human world by Dutch settlers which resulted in killings, enslavement, and
escaping of Bandalese. As the Bandalese were either killed or enslaved, their cultural
implications associated with nature were also erased as Dutch colonialism understood
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nature as the only resource. For the Bandalese, nature was a sacred land; it was a blessed
land that was full of diversity. The exploitation of islands by Dutch people imposing
monopolies on nutmeg trade by killing native people poses a threat to ecology. The
journey of nutmeg from Banda to the rest of the world through the global networks that
began with genocide has resulted in omnicide. Indigenous understanding of nature was
that it was a living entity. In this modern era, people have started to think of nature as
an inert object that has no power to act. The earth does not care about us; it will be there
even if we all are gone. It remains completely indifferent to our being or not.
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Professor Sharif Atiquzzaman Ecocriticism, as an interdisciplinary field of study, has added
WAUWEE | significant facets to literary criticism. We notice that the recent
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ecocritical philosophies have been reflected with gravity in
Rabindranath Tagore’s works before it was recognised as a

discourse. The eco-consciousness that he carefully cultivated
in his life was portrayed with great emphasis in his literary and
artistic creations. Tagore believed that literature could be a useful
tool to reduce environmental disasters and promote the ecosystem
by developing consciousness through it.

Tagore deemed that the rocky and cruel earth was made habitable
only by growing trees. Tree to him was the life founder. So he
always sought the development of a close bond between men and
trees. With his mystic and spiritual perception of nature, he tried
to relocate man's position in nature. His plays like ‘Raktakarabi’,
‘Muktodhara’, ‘Srabangatha’, a good number of poems, and his
paintings show his ideas about deep ecology, shallow ecology,
ecofeminism, social ecology, ecophobia, and the other aspects of
ecocriticism. Segregation of humans from nature is declined in
the concept of deep ecology. In some of his writings and lectures,
Tagore defended the notion of kinship between man and nature.
The idea, that human beings, should take care of nature for their
own sake, is related to shallow ecology, and Tagore as the defender

of nature worshipped it as a source of regeneration.

Keywords

Ecocriticism, Man, Nature, Earth, Ecology, Environment

BY %//(ye Jewmnal Volume-V, Issue-IT December 2023



Ecocritical Reading in Select...
Objectives

Nature is always a major theme in literature, but the deep concern for the present
environmental crisis has made it a significant global issue. When the issues of gender,
race, religion, class, identity, human rights, etc. held the central position of literary
creations throughout the 20™ century, ecocriticism emerged as a study of relationship
between the physical environment and literature in the 1990s. The present paper briefly
examines the aspects of the environment reflected in the select writings of Rabindranath
Tagore (1861-1941). It also focuses on the concerns of Tagore who was more critical
and reactive to the dangers caused by environmental hazard, destruction of wilderness

and materialism.
Methodology

This paper has been written within the inter-disciplinary framework examining and

discussing the secondary data collected through books, journals, websites, etc.
Introduction

Nowadays people realise the interdependence of man and nature. Their concern for
protecting the environment from man-made disasters has become a global issue. A
positive response is developing all over the world regarding ecology. As ecocritical
reading is a broader understanding of literature and the environment, Tagore showed
concern and commitment in this regard. His engagement with nature is a leitmotif in
his works of creation. About a century ago, he realised the inevitability of saving nature
from destruction. He felt the necessity of preserving all the natural components to form
a bubble of life.

There was no organized movement to support ecocriticism before the conference of the
Western Literature Association in 1989 in the USA where Cheryll Glotfelty said, ‘Just
as the feminist criticism examines language and literature from a gender-conscious
perspective, and Marxist criticism brings an awareness of modes of production and
economic class to its reading of texts, ecocriticism takes an earth-centred approach to

literary studies.’!

Thus, ecocriticism rejecting the notion that everything is socially or linguistically
constructed includes other theoretical views such as deep ecology, shallow ecology,
Marxist environmentalism, environmental justice, ecofeminism, land ethics, etc. It is
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evident that ecocriticism came out with a simple agendum to save the environment.

Rabindranath shows his environmental awareness in almost all the genres of literature he
composed. His poems, songs, short stories, novels, plays, essays, etc. embodied plenty
of environmental issues. Everywhere, he emphasized the harmonious co-existence
between man and nature. He warns human beings about the dire consequences of
destroying environment. He laments in his poem Sabhyatar Prati (To Civilization) for

a lost world abundant with natural resources.

Give back that wilderness, take away the city —
Embrace if you will your steel, brick, and stonewalls
Of newfangled civilization! Cruel all consuming one,
Return all sylvan, secluded, shaded and sacred spots
And traditions of innocence. Come back evenings

When herds return suffused in evening light

The poem is a critique of modern civilization which is built on the exploitation of
nature. Tagore as a defender of rural life urges people to protect the environment. He
has paid glowing tribute to the trees and vegetation in his poem “Briksha Bandana”
(Tree worshipping) where he reminds us that trees had the existence on earth long
before man and animal existed. Trees graced with the light of the sun came into life
and made the barren desert green. Worshipping trees is an expression of gratitude and
inspiration of love for the green world.

He established ‘Shantiniketan’ in the lap of nature where he started the events of
celebrating different seasons and introduced ‘Halkarshan’ (tilling the land) with great
enthusiasm. The recurrent portrayal of seasonal beauties in his paintings reflects his
love as well as concern for nature. He also voiced against the cornucopian view that
holds the belief that the earth has abundant resources, and concern for environmental
dangers is illusory and exaggerated. Bibhuti is a character of that type in Muktodhara.
Tagore acknowledged the advancement of science but revolted against the exploitation
of nature by science. He, much before the Western campaigners, actively thought about
maintaining ecological balance and dreamt of a world that ensures congenial living for
all.
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Raktakarabi which was first given the title Yakshapuri is one of the most complex
plays of Rabindranath Tagore in verse. The play reveals how human greed destroys the
beauties of nature making it a mere source of profit. The play takes place in a kingdom
called Yakshapuri where the king stays behind an iron curtain and people are forced to
work in the gold mines to dig out gold to make him wealthier. He was so cruel that he
didn’t hesitate to kill them on the slightest pretext. Finally, there comes Nandini who
leads them to a revolt. Her indomitable spirit guides her to stand against the king. She
mocks the king for hiding behind his enclosure. Nandini symbolises freedom. Her sole
ornament is her jewels crafted out of Red oleander (Raktakarabi), which she wears
as a tribute to Ranjan, the man she loves. Nandini appears from the rhythm of nature.
Through this drama, Tagore reveals the constant repression of the weak by the powerful
and the exploitation of nature by greedy people. ‘Here Rabindranath pointed out that the
greed of man’s power alienates him from enjoying the beauty of growing grass on the
earth and blooming flower plants. He was very much aware that man’s greed gradually
was taking away the fertility of the land, caused global warming. Plantation, in his view,
is necessary to fulfill the damage occurred by man due to deforestation. He introduced

it in Sriniketan and Shantiniketan under the name of Halokarsan.”

Ecofeminism stands against patriarchy and capitalism. It rejects the oppression of
women and nature by mischievous people and urges for the liberation of women and
nature. “The same habitual structures of thought, feeling and action that devalue and
harm women also harm nature.” Thus, ecofeminism declares that the agents who

oppress women and nature are the same.

Raktakarabi is a play about Nandini’s revolt against an oppressive king to free
nature and man from his enormous greed. Tagore conveys the message that the vast
industrialization throughout the world would result in diminishing human compassion
and cause Ecological Imbalance. So he used characters as a metaphor of human instincts
such as greed, power, envy, love, trust, and sacrifice. ‘While on one hand, Tagore reveals
the unequal social structure that oppresses women, on another, he creates courageous

women who challenge tradition.””

Tagore’s immense love for nature is found in almost every genre of literature he created.
Tagore wrote songs under the title ‘Prakriti-parjaay’ where ‘prakriti’ stands for nature
and ‘parjaay’ stands for section, in which he urged to maintain adequate balance between
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human activities and environment. Tagore’s play ‘Muktadhara’ (The Free Fall) centres
around a waterfall and a dam which has been built by Bibhuti, the royal engineer of
Uttarakut according to the order of King Ranajit to deprive the villagers of Shivtarai.
Going against the king, Abhijit, the foster-prince finally succeeded in breaking the dam
and letting the water of the fall flow with its usual course. The play conveys Tagore’s

strong objection to human efforts of subjugating nature.

In the song, Khanchar Pakhi (Tame Bird in a Cage), Tagore nicely portrays the agony of
a caged bird that can’t sing the song of woodlands and its inability to fly into the forest
for losing power and having dead wings. Tagore being a defender of nature always
denounced unusual activities harmful to nature and its habitants. He was very anxious
about the unrestrained exploitation of forest resources. Tagore said that by destroying
nature, greedy people are digging out their graves. People have uprooted trees that give
us clean air and help us make our land fertile. Completely forgetting their benefits,
man has destroyed all the gifts of nature. Being concerned for nature, and wishing a
harmony between man and nature, which is an essential prerequisite of sustainable
living condition, is also reflected in establishing Santiniketan on his vision. The
seasonal festivals of Barshamangal, Brikhharopana (Tree Planting Ceremony), etc. at
Shantiniketan bear witness to his love for nature and untiring efforts to aware people of
sustainable living by preserving ecological balance.

Conclusion

Rabindranath expressed deep concern for environment much before the western
development thinkers, and campaigned much to maintain ecological balance. Tagore
opined in many of his writings that development activities are necessary but not at the
irreparable cost of environment. Tagore dreamt of a world which ensures congenial

living not only for us but also for our progenies.
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