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1. Introduction to Simple Random Sampling (SRS)

Over the last few decades, there have been important progresses in the methods of
sampling. The book by Tille (2006) has described forty-six sampling methods. A simple
random sample (srs) of size 72 is the one which is selected in such a way that every
sample of the given size 7 has an equal probability of being selected. It is worth noting

that it is a property of simple random sampling that every element in the population has
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an equal chance of being included in the sample.

Suppose that the population size is N and the sample size is 7. If repetition is allowed,
then there will be a total of N "samples. If we select one of them, the sample is a SRS
with replacement. If the repletion is not allowed we will have a total of [iv] samples
(note that we ignore order). If we select one of them, the sample is a SRS without
replacement. If sampling is required in scientific investigations, we popularly adopt

SRS without replacement.

Bebbington (1975), Mcleaod and Bellhouse (1983) and Tille (2006) and Ting (2021)
have discussed many methods for drawing SRS from a finite population. In what

follows, we will be using the Pochammer notation:
n'” =land n' =n(n-1)..(n-a+1), a=>1. (L.1)

The following combinatorial identity is extensively used in the development of inclusion
probabilities:

N-a) (N-b) (n-b)“"
n—a) \n-b _(N—b){“’b}’
N-c N nict
wherea > b > 1, or, simply, + = W’ c=>1. (1.2)
n—c n

The last identity is obvious by the following steps:

N9 (N-c) N (N —-c)!
- = 5 ©
n\n-c) n' (m-c)(N-n)!

b

N (N-c) N (N =c)!
n' \ n—c [n{C}(n—c)!](N—n)!’

(¢

N (N-c N!
“{n-c) nl(N-n)!

N (N-c (Nj
{c} ’

n n—c n

L,

n

We review some relevant probabilities of SRS in Section 2. Inclusion probabilities of
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Inclusion Probability in Simple Random...

two and three elements are discussed in Sections 3 and 4 respectively. Conditional
inclusion probabilities are discussed in Section 5. The general results are presented in
Section 6. In Section 7, we conclude by providing a direction for further application of

inclusion probability of SRS without replacement to other popular methods of sampling.
2. Probabilities Related to SRS

If X is the first value drawn from a population of size N, X, is the second value drawn,
... X, isthe n-th value drawn, and the joint probability distribution of these # random
variables is given by

1
f(xl,xz,...,xn)zN—{ where N = N(N =1)...(N —n+1) (2.1)

n} 2
(Miller and Miller, 1999) for each ordered n-tuple, then {X,,X,,..., X, }is said to
constitute a random sample from the given finite population. The probability for each

subset of n of the N elements of the finite population is

! N
#:1{}1). 2.2)

This is often given as an alternative definition or as a criterion for the selection of a
. . . . N .
random sample of size 7z from a finite population of size N : Each of the [n jposmble

samples must have the same probability. This is proved in Corollary 6.1 in many ways.

We now discuss some probabilities related to sampling without replacement by
considering a small population. Consider a population of three doctors and two nurses
denoted by A,B,C and D, E respectively. Notice that the individuals are distinctly
identified. The sample space of a sample of 3 persons selected without replacement is
given by

{4,B,C}, {4,B,D}, {4,B,E}, {A,C,D}, {4,C,E},

{4,D,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}, {C,D,E}.

(i) Probability That a Person is Included in a Particular Draw

Let 4 (i =1,2,3) be the event that Doctor A is included in the i-th selection. Then the
probability that 4 is included in the 1¥selection is = P(4,) =1/5 . Since the sampling
is without replacement, the probability that A is included in the 2" selection is given by

P(AA4) = P(A)P(A, | A') which equals
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P(4/4)) = [1 — P(4, )] P(A4, | 4)) which equals

- 1+03)1+0) 1
1+4)\1+3) 5
Also the probability that 4 is included in the 3" selection is given by

P(AAA4) = P(A)P(A, | 4)P(4, | 4 A,) which equals
P(AA,A) =[1-P(4)][1-P(4, | A)] P(A4 | A/4}) which equals

1+0Y(, 1+0)(1+0) 4 3 1 1
- 1= | == |=2x2x==—.
1+4)0 143)\1+2) 57473 5

Obviously, the probability that unit j of the population of N units is included in the

i-th selection is given by

(I_Lj(l_;]... o1 L1
N N-1 N—(i-2) JN-(@{-1) N’

The marginal distribution of X, in (2.1) is thus given by

f(x,>=%, .

for r=1,2,...,n.

= Cp5Chenees Oy (2.3)

(ii) Probability That a Person Is Included in a Sample

The probability that Doctor 4 is included in the sample is given by

1 1 1 3
P(A4)+P(AA)+PAA4A)=—+—+—==.

555 5
Thus each of the 5 persons have the same chance (3/5) of being selected in a without

replacement sample of size 3.

n—j _
unit j of the population of N units is M (1) :[ j Since the total number of
Hn—

N_ i
Let M(j) :( ]j, j=12,---,n. The number of samples of size n that contains

samples of size 7 is given by pf (0)= (Nj , the probability that unit j of the population
n
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o . o MO (N-1 N
of N units is included in the sample is given by ——=—= + =
M@O) (n-1 n

(iii) Inclusion Probability of a Unit for SRS Without Replacement

n
v

Let 7z, be the probability that unit j(j =1,2,..., N) of the population is included in

the sample. Then 7z, = P(j € s), or, 77, = z P(s), where sis the set containing

$3J

n

all possible [Nj samples.

Example 2.1 Let {4,B,C,D,E} be a population of 5 units. Then there will be 10
possible samples of size 3.

a. Write out all possible samples.

Solution :
{A4,B,C}, {4,B,D}, {4,B,E}, {4,C,D}, {A,C,E},

{4,D,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}, {C,D,E}.

b. The probability that the third unit C is included in the sample is given by
m,=n.=P(Ces), or, 7, = ch P(s), or,
n,=n.=P({4,B,C},{4,C,D},{4,C,E},{B,C,D},{B,C,E},{C,D,E}), or,
7wy =7n.=P{4,B,C}+ P{4,C,D} + P{4,C,E}+ P{B,C,D} + P{B,C,E} + P{C,D,E}).

Note that {4,B,C}={4BC,ACB,BAC,BCA,CAB,CBA}. The event {A,B,C}
means that A4,Band Care selected in the sample in any order whereas the event
{ABC} = {4,B,C,} and the order is important.

P{A,B,C} = P(ABC, ACB, BAC, BCA, CAB, CBA).
Obviously, P(ABC) = P(A4,B,C,) = P(4,)P(B, | A)P(C, | 4,B,), which equals

P(ABC):lxlxl:L,i.e.,
5 4 3 0
1
X, X, X,) = .
S (x5 %5, 3) 5@0)

Similarly, it can be proved that

P(ACB)=P(BAC) = P(BCA) = P(CAB) = P(CBA) = 6i0 so that
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P{A,B,C} = P(ABC)+ P(ACB) + P(BAC) + P(BCA)+ P(CAB) + P(CBA) = 6 x% = %

. i 5
Each of'the []:j =10 possible samples has the same probability as1 +[3] Hence 7, =6 —@J

Since in each of the above samples, we have the element C, we are choosing (3-1)

other units from the population with {4, B,D,E}. Since this new ‘population’ has 4
5-1) (N-1
3-1) \n-1 s
that contain the unit C of the population would be 2l =[ B j: 6. Finally, we have

5-1) (5) 3 3!
T, = + ==.
3-1)7(3)" 5

c. What is the probability that the second unit (i.e. unit B') of the population is selected

elements, this can be done in ) ways. A notation for the number of samples

in the sample?

Solution:

ﬂBzP({A,B,C}, {A,B,D}, {4,B,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}),

7y =P{4,B,C}+P{4,B,D}+ P{A,B,E}+ P{B,C,D}+ P{B,C,E}+ P{B,D,E},

1 1 1

Bg=—+—+..+—,
10 10 10

b 63

10 5

A Combinatorial Solution is presented below:

Possible samples are given by the following

{A,B,C}’ {A’BﬁD}’ {A’B7E}’ {A’C9D}5 {A’CﬁE}i
{4,D,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}, {C,D,E}

5
which are =10 1in number.
3 5-1

The number of samples that contains unit B of the population is (3—1J - 6and they are
given  below:{A4,B,C}, {4,B,D}, {4,B,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}.
This can also be viewed as number of ways of selecting 2 units from {4,C,D, E}
so that B can be associated with each of the 6 samples. Then the probability that the
second unit (i.e. unit B ) of the population is selected in the sample is given by
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6
7, =Pla,=1)=—.
T
Lemma 2.1 The probability that unit j (j =1,2,...,N) of the population is included in
a simple random sample of sizen without replacement is given by
=2 j=12,..,N 24
ﬂj_ﬁ,']_,,.“’ ()

Proof. A notation for the number of samples that contain the unit j of the population is
N -1

Zﬁafl_[n—l )

The total number of samples of size 7 that can be drawn from a population of size N
‘e e oy (N].Then, . :(N ‘1}[1" J which equals 7 —""_by (1.2). This is the
n J N

n—1 n
same as (2.4).

3. Inclusion Probability of Two Units

Lemma 3.1 The probability that units iand j (i =1,2,...,N;j=12,...,N;i # j) of
the popule%gon are included in the sample (in any order; order is not important) is given

by n,j:%, (3.1)

where n' is defined by (1.1).

Combinatorial Proof

Since in case of SRS without replacement, the probability that a sample of n(< N)
units is selected from a population of N units is given by P(s) =1 +[NJ, so that the
n

probability that units i and j are included in the sample is

7, =P, jes)=),  P(s),

=(Z0)( )

The summand is the number of samples that have both units 7 and j. This will amount
to choosing (n —2) elements from a “population” that does not have units i and j.
That is

N-=-2
Z;ai,jlz[n_zJ'
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Hence, T, = (N—2J +(NJ_
i n—2 n

n{Z}
N{Z} ?

where a'" is defined in (1.1). This is the same as (3.1).

Then by (1.2), we have 7z, =

Proof by Conditional Probability
7, =Pla,=la,=1)=P(a,=1)P(a, =1|a, =1),

e L)

n{l} (I’l _1){2—1}
NI (N-1)P

By (1.2), m; =

where n'“ is defined in (1.1). This is the same as (3.1).

Proof by Hypergeometric Probability

Units {7, j} Other units Total
Population 2 N-2 N
Sample 2 n—2 n

2\ (N-2 NY) n®
.. = - =—,
72 )\ n-2 n) N%
where 7' is defined in (1.1).

Example 3.1 Consider simple random sampling (without replacement) of 3 units from
a population of 5 units {4, B,C, D, E}. What is the probability that the second and the
third units (i.e., units B and C) of the population are selected (order is not important)
in the sample?

Solution by Enumeration

Possible samples are given by
{A5B’C}9 {A,B’D}’ {AQB,E}’ {A9C’D}’ {A,C,E},
{4,D,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C.E}, {B,D,E}, {C,D,E}.
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The samples {4,B,C}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E} containunits B and C in any order. The
required probability is

72'23 :P({A,B,C}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E} ), or,
1 1 1 3
:P A,B,C 5 B,C’D . B’C’E =t — 4 —=—
B ({ ¥ 4 ¥ { }) 0 10 10" 1o
Solution by Combinatorial Method

5
The possible samples are [3) =10, and they are given below:

{4,B,C}, {4,B,D}, {4,B,E}, {4,C,D}, {A,C,E},

{4,D,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}, {C,D,E}.

The samples that have Band Care given by {4,B,C}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}. The
number of samples can be Visewgd asschoossing 3—2 units from {4,D,E}. Then the
3-2)713) 7107

Solution by Conditional Probability

required probability is z,, =

The number of samples that contains unit B of the population is ( j = 6 and they

are given below: {4, B,C}, {4,B,D}, {A,B,E}, {B,C,D}, {B,C,E}, {B,D,E}.
The number (5 B 1} =6 can also be viewed as choosing 3 — 1 units from 5 — 1 units, i.e.,
3-1
from {4,C,D,E}. These are {4,C}, {4,D}, {4,E}, {C,D}, {C,E}, {D,E} .
Then
6

7, =Pla,=1)=—.

N T
Thus once unit B of the population is selected in the sample, the unit C of the population

. . (5=-2 3 .
can then be selected into sample in [3 2} = [J =3 ways and they are given below:

{4,C}, {C,D}, {C,E}.This means we choose one unit C from {4,C,E}.
6 3 3

3 .
Ty =Pla,=1|a,=1)= =. Finally, we have 7, = Tty :EXE :E.

The above method can be summarized as
5-1 5 5-2 5-1 6 3 3
72'23 = 7[27Z'3|2 = = X - = —X—=—")
3-1 3 3-2 3-1 10 6 10
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Solution by Repeating Sampling Fractions
n_n-1 3 2 3

_x_

Ty =—X = =
N N-1 5 4 10

Solution by Pochammer Method
_a% 33-1) 3

" ENT T S5-1) 100

Example 3.2 Let {i, j},(i=1,2,---,5;j =1,2,...,5) be the two units of the population

we want to select in the sample. Then the total of the inclusion probabilities is

i=5 j=5

7= ;. We want to prove that 7 = 3°.

i=1 j=1

1 2 3 4 5
1 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
2 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3
3 0.3 03 0.6 0.3 0.3
4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.3
5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.6

What is the total of these probabilities?
Solution: Note that the inclusion probability matrix is symmetric.

By definition, we have

=5 j=5 i=j=5

7z=3(3—1)+3=32.
4. Inclusion Probability of Three Elements
The probability that units Z, j andk (i=1,2,...,N;j=12,...,N;j=1,2,

82 BY %//«;yn,/mmm/ Volume -1V, Issue-II, December 2022

e NI #



Inclusion Probability in Simple Random...
of the population are included in the sample is given by
n{3}
T =y
where n'“! is defined in (1.1).

Proof. 7, = P(i, j,k €s)= Z P(s).

$3i,j.k

Combinatorial Solution

. . . N
Since in case of SRS without replacement, P(s)=1 +[ ], we have
n

Ty = (Zﬁaw 1) +(N .

n
The summand is the number of samples that have units Z, j and k. This will amount

to choosing (n — 3) elements from a “population” that does not have units Z, j and .

That is 3~ ‘jklz[N—;)
30, n—

n—3 n

Hence, ., = [N ‘3J {N j Then by (1.2), we have

n'

i = N

where ' is defined in (1.1).

Solution by Conditional Probability

7y =Pla,=La,=l,a,=1)=P(a,=1)P(a, =1]a,=1)P(a, =1|a, =La, =1),

[ o g |
T = B X = X = .
/ n—1 n n-2 n—1 n-3 n-2
By (1.2), we have

n{l} (n_l){l} (n_z){l}
i = (N=1)" % (N-2)""
{3}

2

n
i = N

where 7' is defined in (1.1).

The definition is true even if 7 is not an integer. Since in the sampling context, 7 is an
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integer, the Pochammer polynomial can be interpreted to be a truncated factorial.

Solution by Hypergeometric Probability

Units {i, j,k} Other units Total

Population 3 N-3 N
Sample 3 n-3 n
3)(N-3 N
T, = + )
i 3\ n-3 n
n{3}

By (1.2), we have 7, = W

5. Inclusion Probability of Two Elements Given Three Elements Selected
Lemma 5.1 The probability that units / and m (I =1,2,...,N;m=1,2,...,N;m #[)
of the population are included in the sample given that units #, jand k (i =1,2,...,N;
j=12,...,N; k=12,...,N; i+ j#k) of the population are already included in the
sample is given by

B (n _ 3){2}
7 pmije = Wa
where n'“ is defined in (1.1).

Proof by Conditional Probability

TC ik =P(a,=1,a,=1|a,=1,a, =1,a, =1),

J

TC i =P(a, =1]a, = l,aj =1l,a, =1)xP(a, =1|a, :l,aj =l,a, =1,a,=1),

N -4 N -3 N-5 N-4
T i = = X = }
n—4 n—3 n—>5 n—4
By (1.2), we have
— (n—-3)"* y (n—4)5" o
Imlijk — (N _3){4—3} (N_4){5—4} >

B (n _3){2}
7Z—lm|ijk - (N—3){2} )

L,

where a'" is defined in (1.1).
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Proof by Hypergeometric Probability

Units {{/,m} Other units Total
Conditional Population 2 (N=-3)-2 N-3
Sample 2 (n-3)-2 n-3
2\ (N-3-2 N-3
T imlije = o .
2N\ n-3-2 n-3
_ (n-3)%
By (12), we have ﬂ-lm|ijk = W,

where n'“' is defined in (1.1).
6. The General Result

Theorem 6.1 In general, at the first draw the probability that one of the b(< n) specified
units is selected is &/ N. At the second draw the probability that one of the remaining
(b—1) specified units is drawn is (b—1)/ (N —1), and so on. Hence the probability

that all b specified units are selected in b draws is

n'ttt

T :Ws (6.1)
where 7' is defined in (1.1).
Proof by Conditional Probability
s, =L@ =La, =1,...a =1)
m,. ., =Pla, =DP(a, =1|a, =D)P(a, =1|a, =1,a, =1)..P(a, =1|a, =La, =1,..,a, =1),

__b b1 b-2  b-(b+])
b N N-1 N=2 N-—(b+1)’

n

— {a} ; 2
Tiioi = N where n'“' is defined in (1.1).
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Units (fj50y5-50) Other units Total

Population b N-b N
Sample b n—b n
b\ N-b N
. .= = .
By 50 5 ool b n—>b -
n{b}

By (12), we have, ﬂihiza--'sib = W’

where @' is defined in (1.1).

An alternative argument is provided now. Since the number of samples thatincludes units

-b
JisJys-sj, Of the population are included in the sample is given by M () :{ 5 j,
n p—

the probability that units ;. ,..... j, of the population will be included in the sample is

given by
N-b N b

_Zg)); :[ b)+( ]:%, where 7' is defined in (1.1).
n— n

Corollary 6.1 In general, at the first draw the probability that one of the n specified
units is selected is # /N . At the second draw the probability that one of the remaining
(n —1) specified units is drawn is (n —1)/(N —1), and so on. Hence the probability
that all 7 specified units are selected in # draws is

N
T, :1+[ j (6.2)
gy n

Proof by Conditional Probability

T =P(a, =i,a, =1i,,...,a, =i,)

ijiy.. 0,

=P(a, =i)P(a, =1, |a,=1i)...P(a, =i |a =i,a,=i,,...,a, , =i _,),

- _i.n—l.n—Zmn—(zﬁrl)
el N O N-1 N-=2 N-(n+l)’
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n'™ _ nl(N-n)!
72-1'11'2.‘.1 N{"} N|

N
l+( j, (Cochran, 1977, 18).
n

We remark that since the number of samples that include specific # units of the

n
population is M (n) = [ J, by the arguments of Theorem 4.2, the probability that

specified 7 units of the population of N units is included in a sample of size 7 is given
by

M(n) :(N_n]+M(O) :;:1+(NJ'
M©) \n—-n M(0) n

Proof by Hypergeometric Probability

Units (§5655---,4,) | Other units | Total
Population n N-n N
Sample n 0 n

e )

Theorem 6.2 For a sample of size n from a population of size N, the inclusion

probabilities that two units in the population will be in the sample add to 7.

Proof. Let {i, j},(i=1,2,---,N;j=1,2,...,N) be the two units of the population
we want to select in the sample. Then the total of the inclusion probabilities is

T = Z Z ;. We want to prove that 77 = n°. By definition, we have
i=l j=1

N j=N N

= z T+ Z TCsis
i=l j(=i) i=j=1
N j=N N

T = z Tyt zﬂi’

=1 j(#)l i=1
M n(n-1)

= — =
2 = N(N-1) Z‘N
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r=n(n-1)+n=n".

Theorem 6.3 The probability that bunits  (j,,, j.upse-sJ,,,) Where
(Jou1 # Jyuy .-+ # J,,,,) of the population will be included in the sample given that
othera units (j,, j,,...,j,) Where (j, # j, #...# j,)of the population are already

included in the sample is given by

_ N\
T 2@ ere nfis defined in (1.1)
Jartsdaszs s daspliisdas-oda (N—a){b} , where n' ' 1s denned 1 (1.1).

Proof by Conditional Probability

oidusmodonivinnnds = £, =ha; =1...a;, =lla

N—-a-b N —a
. . T = R
JastsJar2 s Jass it J2 > wsJa n—a—b n—a

By (1.2), we have i etealidads = —(N —)" ,

where n'“ is defined in (1.1).

Units {/,m} Other units Total

Conditional

N-3)-2 =
Population 2 ( ) N=3
Sample 2 (n-3)-2 n-3

Proof by Hypergeometric Method

b\(N-a-b)| (N-a
ﬂ/ﬁls/a+2s~--afa+b\flsjz’ms/a - b n—a—>b - n—a :

){b}

(n—a
By (1.2), wehave 7; ;i i = (N—a)®’

where a'" is defined in (1.1).
7. Conclusion

We have discussed inclusion probabilities in a number of situations in simple random
sampling without replacement. The formidable task of writing algorithms for inclusion

probabilities is elegantly simplified by the standard hypergeometric mass function. We
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believe this will be of immense benefit to students and instructors. The idea can be
applied to many other sampling methods, say, to stratified sampling, cluster sampling,

ranked set sampling etc.
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Abstract

This paper analyzes the Ghatu site from the human relations and
discrimination perspectives. Human relations have been badly
deteriorated and the individualist approach has been ameliorated
in modern societies. This Ghatu site, which helps discourage this
trend, is a good example of harmony and equality. Most Ghatu
followers are from the lower middle working class known as the
common people. In spite of their good friendship and unity, they are
discriminated against by the bourgeois class. They are tagged lower
class proletariats. The rich people always dominate and discriminate
against the poor people as it is an ongoing process. They cannot raise
their voice against the rich people because of their unspeakability.
Most Ghatu participants are women and little girls who are doubly
marginalized; by poverty and femininity. Both women and poor
people are treated otherwise in societies. Marxist feminism raises the
voice of females, proletariats, or the poor and concerns with how to
promote the socio-economic condition of these people. Treating a man
by another man as commodities is an issue for Marxist philosophy.
So, this paper focuses on questions like, when will the harmonious
relations between humans be maintained? Establishing a harmonious
relationship between humans and equal socioeconomic status is the
major focus of this study as projected in the field of literature. The
study employs Marxist feminist theory and Elton Mayos theory of

human relations respectively for the analysis of this Ghalu site.
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Introduction

This paper analyzed the Ghatu site from the human relations and discrimination
perspectives to highlight in literature. In industrial civilization, human relations have
deteriorated, and the individualistic approach has been ameliorated. Man is detached
from man and s/he is attached to the machine or artificial intelligence. Ghatu site
encourages “to maintain harmony between man and man, and between man and nature”
(Lewis 178). Man is alienated from nature first, and then from man. Later he is alienated
from himself. Because of new technologies, a kind of unnecessary overconfidence
has been built up in every individual. This worked well and deteriorated man to man
relations. The friendship between man and man seems to have been obsolete, whereas
their friendship with machines has been increased. Every man attempts “to sanction
the relations between man and man, and yet ultimately this result is achieved in a
circuitous manner” (Lewis 134). In spite of these facts, human relations have not been
ameliorated. This is the essence of Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers, as, “relationships no
longer hold together, families are fragmented” (Peck & Coyle 235). This is the real
picture of modern societies. Gracia & Chambers state, “Changes in the global economy
and the global flow of ideas correspond with changes in family relations and values”
(23). The responsible factors for disintegrated family relations are the impacts of the
global economy and the global flow of ideas that a man can survive without others’
help. In contrast, the Ghatu site explores the harmony of humans and it is only the

referential example of maintaining good relations as every literature suggests.

Observing the Ghatu means maintaining the norms of teamwork and unity. This
teamwork is almost impossible without unity and harmony between them. Most Ghatu
followers are lower middle working class people known as the common people. Their
harmonious relationship and good friendship make the Ghatu performance a source
of inspiration to other people. In spite of their harmony and unity, the bourgeois class
dominates and discriminates against them because of their low economic status. These
poor against people are tagged as proletariats. They cannot raise their voice against the

rich people. Therefore, the study explored the unspeakability of poor people.
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The high-class people use the working-class people. This reflects feudalism. In most
Ghatu performances, the participants are women and little girls who are doubly
marginalized: by poverty and femininity. It is a Marxist feminist business that raises
the voice of such marginalized groups. The purpose of Marxist feminism is to promote
and enhance these people’s socioeconomic conditions and make them stronger from
several angles. Marxist feminist philosophy protests the trend of treating a female by
males as commodities. It intends to establish an Egalitarian society. So, this paper
sheds light on the “When will the harmonious relations between humans or male and
female be maintained?”” When will the Egalitarian society be established? Establishing
a harmonious relationship between humans and equal socioeconomic status was the

major focus of this study.

Although there are several kinds of discrimination like caste, class, colour, and gender,
this study focused on class and gender discrimination. Solomon points out, “Engels’s
work was of critical importance for debates in Marxist-feminism around the at-least-
dual structure of women’s oppression in terms of both class and gender” (10). The
patriarchal society oppresses women in terms of both class and gender. Class means
because of economic condition and gender means because of femininity. The reason for
class discrimination and domination is lower income. Most working-class females were
and are paid less wages knowingly to dominate them. They are treated lower by class

and gender as it is the patriarchal discourse.

It might be relevant to talk about what the impacts of domination and discrimination
are like even if colour discrimination is not the focus of this study. It shows the level
and nature of discrimination. For instance, white people have created a discourse
against black people. This is a kind of politics to sustain their governing. Most white
people discriminate and dominate the Negros. They dominate as well as oppress them
simultaneously. In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered a powerful and the most
sensitizing unforgettable speech in Washington D. C. as “I have a dream that my four
little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of
their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today” (Sundquist 232).
What he meant to say is that a man is to be treated as a man, not otherwise. King Jr.

clarifies that there is a difference between colour, content, and character. Colour does
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not determine the content; it is character. However, Ghatu does not explore this issue. It

is all about gender discrimination.

The study employed Marx’s feminist theory and Elton Mayo’s theory of human relations
for the analysis of this Ghatu site. In this cultural activity, the high-class people use
the working-class people either by paying money or by giving them some incentives.
For Ghatu performance, the dancing girls are given some incentives. In some villages,
they are given dresses and some money to pay their tuition fees in school (personal
talk with Janga Ras Gurung). Similarly, Gopal Aryal, the main dance master of Ghatu
from Nuwakot, claims that the dancing girls are paid a certain amount of money that
is collected for the performance. This shows that working-class people are easily used
or hired by high-class people because they are unspeakable by nature. They are used to
having scarcities most of the time so they do whatever work they are assigned even if
there is some nominal income. They do not protest against the high-class people although
it is unjust. They are used to living under injustice, domination, and dehumanization in
the lack of the power access to fight against them. Marxist feminism always discourages
this trend.

The high-class people treat the working-class people otherwise, as “people are forced
to become the commodities of each other’s desires” (Kershaw 218). The high-class
people make the working-class people their commodities or tools. Marxism or Marxist
feminism protests that man is man not a commodity. Comparatively, Americans are
richer than non-Americans. “From the first decades of colonial America, European
Americans have made oppression of non-Europeans” (Feagin 2). European Americans
always discriminate non-European Americans. Feagin points out that “most European
Americans have viewed non-Europeans from within an interpretive frame that
persistently defines them as uncivilized compared to European Americans and as
somehow alien and lesser human beings” (288). The European Americans are experts
in generating such mythic-definitive discourse to oppress and suppress non-European
Americans. They tag the non-Americans as uncivilized and savage. This is politically
incorrect. Thus, Marxist feminism is a main literary device for depicting society in

English literature.
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The use of only girls and age-old women in Ghatu is a gender discrimination that
depicts the patriarchal society. “Marxist feminism as a component part of the women’s
liberation movement and a resource for thinking about social and cultural reproduction”
(Solomon 6). The Americans discriminate the non-Americans as uncivilized, and the
males discriminate the females as inferior and incapable compared to males. The women
are crushed under the injustice of social construct. The Marxist feminism, which is
the women’s liberation movement, advocates in favour of females as thinking about
social and cultural reproduction is not possible until women’s freedom and liberation.
Oppressing women is othering which deteriorates the social harmony. No humans
entertain other people’s domination and oppression. This makes the victim group escape

from the oppressor groups. They do not want to come in contact with them.

Most writers seem to be engaged in enhancing the socioeconomic condition of the
society at large but they do not seem to be attracted toward the human relations issue.
Sarachek points out, “[t]oday writers in the area of human relations are increasingly less
apt to intone the name of Elton Mayo when citing their inspirational sources” (189). The
human relations issue has not been discussed and made the buzz words by scholars as it
has been a must. Warner “consistently portrays human relations are deeply problematic
but also as deeply rewarding— as the source of our greatest disappointments and our
highest joys” (9). According to him, human relatons is deeply problematic in many
societies. It can be deeply rewarding with the highest joys of life if integral relation is
maintained. But in most cases, human relations have deteriorated. Most writers do not
interest in this issue as this type of writing does not attract or sensitize the mass readers.
The modern readers’ interest is otherwise. The writers’ write-up is based on the market
value and its salability. The cold relationship generates the gap between rich and poor

people, and discrimination gets started.

Except for the feminist approach, Marxist philosophy deals with the gap between the
haves-and-have-nots. This gap generates conflict between them. The conflict between
these two social classes is from time immemorial. The class conflict in the Ghatu
performance, which is not noticed, indicates the late eighteenth century Germany, as
“class conflict is portrayed in the light of pre-capitalist social conditions which were

common in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in Germany” (Zipes 167).
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Thus, Ghatu indicates the portrayal of pre-capitalist social conditions as it has a history
of 500 years or more in Nepal. Though there is no direct domination by the rich people
in Ghatu, the lower middle working class people and females are being used. The Ghatu
gurus have never experimented the chanting on the males for dance performances. The
domination and discrimination in this Ghatu is not extreme but it is there. Abadeer
claims, “[d] ifferent aspects of gender discrimination against women are prevalent in
almost all countries” (4). Ghatu is about gender discrimination against women. This
shows that no country is free from gender discrimination. In developed countries,
several women rightists raise the voice of women, whereas Solomon makes clear as
“the authors argue that socialist revolution is not enough to ensure women’s liberation”
(118). In many cases, the socialist revolution changes the social parameters but it cannot
have liberated the women yet. This condition is more or less everywhere. The level can

be different but discrimination is worldwide.

This discrimination causes conflict, and the conflict deteriorates the harmony. This
paper focuses on how to maintain harmonious relations between humans or between
males and females. Only the harmonious relation lays the foundation of sustainable
development. Ghatu is a source of harmonious relations, unity, teamwork, and discipline
as well. Discipline is mandatory in every aspect of life. This urges the villagers to
observe such cultural activities. The rich people, like other lower middle-class people,
indirectly manipulate the poor people. “People have been labeled ‘other’ because of
their differences of religion, gender, geography, politics, colour, caste and class, et
cetera” (Wallenius 55). In the Ghalu, it is class and gender. The lower middle-class
people have been labeled as ‘other’. The supra-class people belittle the lower class
people and rule them by othering. There is politics in othering, naming, and depriving

of ruling class people.

However, Ghatu culture is on the verge of extinction. It does not guarantee a better
life but poor people have hope. For example, the Tamangs from Baikutha village,
Makawanpur, observe this Ghatu which they say that they have adopted from Gurung
with the hope of better harvesting. They want to minimize their poverty through such
cultural activities. Poor people are always afraid of poverty though they are already

poor. They have the fear of going further down. They want to fill up the gap between
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rich and poor with a dream of an Egalitarian society by working hard. This can enhance
their economic condition to some extent so that they do not need to take help from rich
people. Parker depicts that “[pJoverty is living in a smell that never leaves. This is a
smell of urine, sour milk, and spoiling food” (275). This is the extreme of poverty. The
condition of Ghatu performers is not as alarming as Parker describes here but their

situation is not satisfactory though they work hard for livelihood.

For whatever reasons the working class people participate in the Ghatu performance,
and they have contributed to conserving these cultural activities. The high-class people
just look at the performance and enjoy it as the heavenly king Indra does. The heavenly
king Indra enjoys the dances of nymphs as it is given in the coming section of this paper.
Most high-class people entertain the art and labour of working-class people. The males
also enjoy the cooking arts and household work of females. This is what we find in the
Ghatu. This cultural activity is supposed to be stereotypical of some indigenous people
and one Khasa-Brahman community. The Khasa-Brahman also uses the lower middle-
class people for performance. The hierarchy between males and females in the Khasa-
Brahman community is more strictly followed than the indigenous groups. There is no
harmony in this community, too, because of this conflict. This male-female dichotomy

is portrayed in the Ghatu site.

Whosoever performs this Ghatu folk dance, there is the use of lower middle
working class people and females. Generally, high-class people do not allow their
daughters to participate in the performance except in an unavoidable condition. At that
time, some allow their daughters to participate in the performance for healing. Every
Ghatu village does not observe it for only one purpose. That varies from village to
village. The villagers of Chandibhanjyang, Chitwan, and Baikuntha of Makawanpur
believe that Ghatu bestows a good harvest and good health. The poor people have no
access to sufficient money to buy expensive medicine and chemical fertilizers, so they

are obliged to request the gods.

Not only Ghatu, the working class people observe different other cultural
activities for their financial enhancements. They observe such cultural activities with
the hope of “capitalism’s promise of economic opportunity for all seemed at its peak of

fulfillment. “Get-rich-quick” schemes abounded, and many of them succeeded” (Tyson
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69), too. This is common that every human wants to get rich quick as soon as possible.
The rich people can deal with everything with money. The poor people are compelled
to believe such seemingly meaningless things and they work without question for “food
and clothing have obvious biological functions” (Tyson 218). Food and clothes are
the most concerning subjects of Marxism. Mostly, they work for survival. Survival is
a major concern for middle-class and lower middle-class people. They always worry

about how to sustain their life.

The Ghatu performance represents class discrimination as well as gender discrimination.
Marxism advocates the equality of all humans in the world. So, it encourages the lower
middle-class people and females to struggle against the rich people and males. “Ringling
intentionally discriminated against her because of her sex/gender” (Gregory 179). This
quote is about the conflict between an employer (Ringling) and an employee (Plaintiff).
The case has been filed in the court and Ringling’s intention has been found. Women
are discriminated against in different ways. This discrimination is in the workplace. The
discrimination in Ghatu is gender discrimination. The girls under puberty stage are used

in this folk drama.

The most remarkable and inhuman discrimination in Ghatu is the sati custom. After
the death of the king in the battlefield, his consort has to jump into the burning pyre of
her husband according to the story of Ghatu. It is a use of a human by another human.
The sati system was an exploitation of women by men so the Rana Prime Minister,
Chandra Shamsher, abolished it in his time. But this is a ritual and culture to rule over
the females. Or presents the record of an inscription about the sati custom, “a woman
named Gangamadeviyar ’who was entering the fire”” (SII 8.690); an inscription from
Dharmapuri district, dated A. D. 1017, in which a wife is said to have “’entered the fire.”
(112-13). This is a history of women’s self-immolation, the sati system that the female
has to be so loyal, submissive, and dutiful to her husband. But the husbands were and
are not compelled for being loyal to their wives. According to this inscription, the wife
had to immolate entering the fire of the pyre with her dead husband. What an inhuman!
According to the inscription, Gangamadeviyar is the first woman to enter the fire of
her husband’s pyre. “It began in the tenth century in India and it came to Nepal in the
Lichhabi dynasty by 500 B. C. It was in practice until the time of Chandra Shamsher”
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(Shrish Magar 57). Similarly, there is a stone engraved inscription in Nepal as “Acharya
mentions the record of a stone inscription that is placed at the Changu Narayana temple
in the north-eastern corner of the Kathmandu” (quoted in Gurung 279). These are the
rituals of male discourse which is reflected in Ghatu cultural activity. Marxism strongly

raises the voice against such activities. This is the politics of the high-class people.

Now the situation is different but there are several types of sati which dominate the
females. Only the form is different. In many societies, daughters were intentionally
made uneducated and they were compelled to be under the male’s suppression. It was a
politics as “the worsening economic condition of the 1970s was a widening of the gap
between the haves and have-nots” (Kershaw 136). Here, haves means male and have-
nots means female. The females had to and have to depend on their husbands. Likewise,
the dancing girls’ class can be considered as the have-nots in Ghatu. Marxists suggest
that the gap between the rich and poor should be filled up by enhancing the economic

condition of the poor for sustainable development.

A major concern of this paper is how to uplift the people from lower middle class to upper
middle class or upper class, and from feudalism to capitalism. Selecting the dancing girls
from the lower middle-class has been stereotypical. The high-class people do not give
time to the conservation of such archives. Some of them have financially contributed to
the performance but that is not sufficient. Therefore, this Ghatu performance has drawn
the demarcation line between the haves-and-have-nots. Marxism emerges to delete the
demarcation line or the gap between rich and poor. Can we make the distance between
rich and poor shorter than it was before? Yes, it can be and it has been, too, though a
hundred percent success has not taken place. But slowly and gradually, the worsened

situation is getting better.

The working-class people were obliged to be the prey of the high-class people, “[d]
uring periods of crisis, with falling wages and rising unemployment, they thought that
class struggle would intensify as workers fought to resist the worsening of their lot”
(Bell & Cleaver 3). Their wages were not good and unemployment was rising which
worsened their situation. The situation compelled the working-class people to do what

the high class people asked them to do. This is called emotional bankruptcy.

98 BY %//«;yn,/mmm/ Volume -1V, Issue-II, December 2022



A Study of Human Relations and...

According to Hindu mythology, the god Indra has used the female. In “A Tale” by B.
P. Koirala, Urbasi has been used by Him. “Indra [. . .] sent the comeliest and adroitest
nymph of his court to the hermitage” (Koirala 308) where a sage was in deep meditation
and his penance had to be broken. Indra planned to break the sage’s penance, he did
it by using a nymph, a female. Similarly, in the poem, “Leda and the Swan”, by W. B.
Yeats, Leda has been raped by the God Zeus or she has been used. In this way, males use
females for several purposes. Unlikely, females are used in the Ghatu dance. It shows
the use of low-class people. Even in high-class families, females are used and badly
exploited. Marxist feminism points out the class conflict and gender discrimination in
the Ghatu site.

Why are working-class people observing Ghatu like cultural activity? It is because
“Hinduism talks about the previous and next life in addition to this one. It teaches that
the suffering of the working class is the result of sin they committed in the previous life
and the wealth of the rich people is the result of the previous good deeds” (Thapa 28-
29). The working class people think that they had sinned in their previous life so they
are suffering now. The high-class people interpret this so that they can use them. The
rich people are used to ruling the working-class people. To be free from this oppression,
the working-class people and females regularly participate in the performance with the
hope of better life. This paper might be a revolution against the trend of use of the lower
middle working class people and women and it supports the idea of “(like ‘No women’s
liberation without socialism! No socialism without women’s liberation!”)” (Solomon
150). The main target of Marxism or Marxist feminism is to generate a classless and
unbiased society and its philosophy is to make all the people financially sound so that

no one would suffer because of basic needs.
Conclusion

This paper highlighted the issue of using one human by another human, and the conflict
between two social classes, that is, haves and have-nots, and gender discrimination. The
main focus of the study was how to minimize or put an end to the use of one human by
another human. Although change is taking place in many societies of the world, it has
not been changed as Marxism expected. This paper examined the Ghatu performance

from the Marxist feminist point of view that there is inequality and class discrimination
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yet. Marxist feminism is a literary device in English literature that analyzed this text.
From the very beginning, the Ghatu has been observed by the lower middle-class
people either in the ethnic groups or in the Khasa-Brahman community. The high-class
people and males used the lower middle working-class people and females. They don’t
seem to be responsible for protecting cultural heritage. It is lower middle-class people
who seem to be solely responsible to conserve the cultural heritage in many societies.
Because the rich people do not take care of such cultural activities as they are busy with
some other businesses. But the study is about maintaining the balance between culture
and capital. The economic condition of the lower middle class should be upgraded by
generating employment opportunities that will surely minimize their poverty. And their
involvement in Ghatu performance should not be discouraged as it is the source of art
and archives as well as the identity of the society. Thus, this paper concerns how to
stabilize cultural activities as such permanently and mobilize the economic condition of

the lower middle-class people effectively.
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have fared worse than the upper caste groups regarding educational
and occupational attainment, wages and consumption, and business
ownership. The challenges to thoroughly enjoying fundamental
human rights for Dalits in India and Bangladesh include lack of
access to education, poverty, health and housing problems, and
unequal access to employment. Dalits are still facing social problems
owing to the stigma of untouchability and low caste, despite the
constitutional provisions against caste-based discrimination. But, it
is a ray of hope that caste discrimination has decreased over time in
India and Bangladesh with considerable differences in practices in
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data, and content analysis has been applied as a method. It tries to
assess the pattern of caste-based discrimination among the Dalit

people of India and Bangladesh.

Keywords

Dalit, caste, untouchability, inequality, discrimination, India, Bangladesh

102 BY College Jornal Nolume -1V, Issue-II, December 2022



The Nature of Caste-based Society: Evidence...
1. Introduction

The caste system is regarded as a Hindu tradition originated in India but affects people
across religious and national boundaries of the sub-continent. India and Bangladesh are
both South Asian countries that share borders and many other cultural traits. The Indian
state of West Bengal surrounds the western part of Bangladesh. The people of West
Bengal and Bangladesh are Bengali-speaking and their culture is almost similar. India
is ranked second in the world’s population and 7th largest country. It has a total area of
3,166,391 sq. km. with an estimated population of 1.41 billion. Meanwhile, Bangladesh
is considered a densely populated country with 1.65 million people living in an area of
147,570 sq. km. The predominant religious group in Bangladesh is Muslim, while most
people in India practice Hinduism. Bengali is the primary language in Bangladesh, while
both Hindi and English are considered official languages in India. So, many similar
characteristics exist between these two neighboring countries. Caste discrimination

among marginalized people is also common in both counties.

Caste discrimination is one of the most crucial human rights issues in the present
world, adversely affecting more than 260 million people globally. The caste and
practice of untouchability have long been known as a particular cultural practice of
the people of India and Bangladesh, particularly the Hindus.! Most people suffering
from caste discrimination are Dalits in India and Bangladesh. Caste can be defined as a
hereditary and hierarchic system of social grouping distinguished by degrees of purity,
social status, and exclusiveness. The stigma associated with being low caste (dalif)
means that individuals are not viewed based on their merits but through the lenses
of their collective stigmatized caste identity.? Those who do not belong to any of the
four varnas are considered impure and thus defiled to other caste groups. They are seen
as untouchables, are named as scheduled caste, and have chosen the name Dalits for

themselves. Dalits also known as untouchables are members of the lowest social group

in the Hindu caste system. The word Dalit, meaning oppressed or broken, is the name
given to members of this group by themselves in the 1930s. They are born below
the caste system. They suffer from discrimination influencing all spheres of life and

violating a cross-section of fundamental human rights.
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2. Objectives

This paper examines the nature and extent of untouchability, descent, and work-based
discrimination and social exclusion in contemporary Indian and Bangladeshi societies

through an intensive literature review. The specific objectives are as follows:

i) To determine whether the socio-economic status among the Dalits in India and

Bangladesh are changing.

ii) To investigate the challenges and factors for improving the status of Dalits in India

and Bangladesh.
3. Methodology

The present paper is mainly based on secondary sources of data. Considering the
nature of the article, content analysis is used as a method. Relevant data for the paper
have been collected from different books, journals, monthly and weekly magazines,
souvenirs, dailies’ government and non-government reports, and websites. A review
of some relevant literature on the inequality of Dalits in India and Bangladesh has
also been done. Collected data have been arranged and analyzed with the statistical

technique and interpreted in a descriptive and tabular form.
4. Statement of the Problem

“It was then for the first time that I learned that a person

who is to a Hindu is also an untouchable to a Parsi”?

Caste-based discrimination requires socio-economic exclusion, exclusion in housing,
denial and restrictions of access to public and private services, and employment and
enforcement of certain types of jobs on Dalits, resulting in a system of modern-time
slavery or bonded labor. Among the impediments to addressing caste discrimination is
either a lack of law or a de facto denial of equality before the law, ensuing in the absence
of protection of caste-affected people against violent attacks and other crimes and
impunity for such crimes. It is said that caste discrimination violates human rights and
is a major impediment to attaining development goals. Victims of caste discrimination

are denied access to water, land, education, health service, and employment. The
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exclusion of Dalits and similarly affected communities by other groups in society lead to
extreme poverty among affected population groups reduces benefits from development
processes, and bars their involvement in decision-making and meaningful participation

in public and civil life.

Dalit Community is not a caste or a group of castes, but a population marginalized to the
extreme by partly religious sanctions and partly by socio-economic deficits. Dalits are
a very distinct social group in the caste-ridden Hindu society. They are the victims
of social incapacities and oppression economically; most of them are still the poorest
of the poor. * They are socially and financially deprived and forced to work under
terrible conditions at the lowest return for their labour.’> The caste system comprises
four hierarchical classes, or varnas, the Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, and Shudras.
Certain population groups, known today as Dalits, were historically excluded from the
caste system and were regarded as untouchables.® Actually, they were separated from
mainstream people in society. They were customarily related to some odd jobs. Due to
a lack of adequate education and employment, the livelihood of the majority of Dalits is
dependent on their traditional occupations. Nowadays, the practice of untouchability is
prohibited by the government, but this tradition has been experienced in many disguises
in several areas in India and Bangladesh. In the age of globalization and information
technology, Dalits are continually suffering from various types of discrimination in

both urban and rural areas.’

Although these people play a significant role in the country’s economic, environmental,
and social development, the Dalits are one of the most economically marginalized and
socially excluded groups in Bangladesh.® In this connection, a comparative analysis
of the situations of Indian and Bangladeshi Dalits has been made to illustrate the
relevant matter. Because most of the people of India are Hindu and a significant number
of Dalits is inhabited here. On the other hand, Islam is the predominant religion in
Bangladesh. Like its neighborhood, this country also has a Dalit population. The
question that guided the whole analysis is how caste inequality works beyond its specific

religious boundary.
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4.1 India

Indian culture is considered a combination of several cultures. It has been influenced
by a history that is several millennia old, beginning with the Indus Valley civilization
and other early cultural areas. Cultural diversity is one of the core characteristics
of India. The majority of the people in India practice Hinduism. According to
the 2011 census, 79.8% of the Population of India practices Hinduism. Islam
(14.2%), Christianity (2.3%), Sikhism (1.7%), Buddhism (0.7%), and Jainism (0.4%)

are the other major religions followed by the people of India. India’s caste system is

perhaps the world’s longest-surviving societal hierarchy. Caste is certainly an all-India
phenomenon in the sense that there are hereditary, endogamous groups that form a
hierarchy and each has a traditional link with one or two occupations.” ? There are 3,000
castes and 25,000 sub-castes in India, each related to a specific field. In India, caste is a
significant social identity where discriminatory practices have resulted in poor outcomes
for the lower castes.!® Caste-based discrimination is acute among the Hindu religious
dominant community like Dalit in India. Estimation of the total Dalit population,
including Muslims and Christians comes in at 200 million people. The report of the
Sachar committee documents widespread caste-based discrimination within Muslim
communities in India. As in India, the government has committed itself to develop

policies aimed at the socio-economic progress of the Dalits population.
4.2 Bangladesh

The dominant socio-cultural feature of Bangladesh is a blend of Bengali culture along
with Muslim traditions. Among various religious groups, Muslims represent 91.04%
majority and non-Muslims constitute the remaining 8.96% of Bangladesh’s population. !
As per the 2011 census, among the non-Muslims, Hindus are the dominant group with a
population of 8.54%, Buddhist 0.61%, Christians 0.30% and others 0.12%.'? Regarding
population, Bangladesh is the 3rd largest Hindu state in the world after India and
Nepal. An estimated 5.5 million Hindu dalits live in 63 districts in Bangladesh."* Most
represent the most marginalized and deprived sections of Bangladeshi society. Dalits in

Bangladesh originally migrated from India under the British rule and remained after the
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partition of India in 1947. They worked principally as municipal cleaners and domestic

workers, lowly jobs shunned by the country.

Caste-based discrimination also exists in Bangladesh society. For instance, Dalits here
are primarily identified with their traditional occupations, such as fishermen, sweepers,
barbers, washermen, blacksmiths, cobblers, and oil pressers. The people engaged in
these occupations face various forms of disparity in society. They face discrimination
at all levels of social interaction levels, such as from hotels to hair-cutting saloons,
from temples to mosques and schools.!* They continue to inhabit the dirty and polluted
environment, either in public housing provided by the local municipalities or privately
arranged housing in the slums/ squatters in and around the semi-urban and rural areas.
The Dalits are located in uncongenial places, at the fringes of villages. Based on
economic activities, about 1.11% of Dalits are engaged."” Though the estimation of the
population of Dalits varies from one source to another, however, It is approximated that

5.5 million Dalits are isolated upon their professions and castes.'®

5. Results and Discussion
5.1. Results

Although the constitutions of India and Bangladesh promise equal rights for all their
citizens, thousands of members of the Dalit community are treated as untouchables and
are hated by mainstream society. The equal rights for all citizens and the prohibition
of discrimination by the state on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of
birth are guaranteed in the constitutions of both countries.'” Despite constitutional
guarantees, political-economic and social exclusion based on caste is practiced across
the two countries, as such social exclusion is manifested in the physical structure of

both rural and urban areas throughout both countries.
5.1.1 State of Dalits in India

Indian society is like an asylum where people of different religions, caste, and creeds
take shelter. These people have distinctive cultural practices and traditions which make

India more inclusive. But do these people get similar treatment from the Indian state?
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In India, Dalits popularly known as scheduled castes constitute a significant portion
(16.2%) of the Indian population.'® In 1932, the term scheduled castes were invented to
describe some castes that were considered untouchables in the past. Untouchability was
a set of social customs that restricted a class of people from participating in the wider
society. These customs included: denial of participation in the public sphere, limitation
on entering temples or other religious institutions, prohibition on reading the Veda or
becoming a priest, forced isolation, restriction on basic needs and luxury commodities,
and obligation to do odd jobs. In short, this social custom was the reason which made
the lives of Dalits people measurable.”” This custom was constitutionally abolished
after the independence of India. But the exploitation and discrimination have not ended

yet.

The caste system is a social stratification containing both social and class
oppression. Dalits are victims of these two forms of oppression. According to Hans
(2012), 86.25% of scheduled caste households are landless, while the main occupation
0f 49% of them in rural areas is agriculture.® Overall, Dalit's control over the resources
of the country is negligible. Surprisingly, half of the Dalit population in modern India
lives below the poverty line. Many Dalits don’t have proper access to safe water.
Still, Dalits don’t have open access to tea stalls or restaurants in 30-40% of villages
in India. Actually, direct contact with Dalits is avoided.?! Though they are still bearing
the stigma of untouchables. People of wider society have an unchanging mindset
about Dalits.* This is not the only scenario of Hinduism. Religious conversion can’t
change the fates of Indian Dalits. In India, Christianity, Sikhism, and Islam also practice

caste that isolated Dalits from mainstream society.?

Dalits have to face caste-based violence too. Above 13 lakh cases of Dalits violence
have been registered in different states of India (2018-2020). Among the states, violence
against Dalits is most prevalent in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, and Madya Pradesh.
Still, many cases have remained unreported.” The frequency of caste-based violence
was higher during the pandemic period.? One of the reasons is that many Dalit migrants

have to return from overseas due to Covid-19. Most of the cases are simple injuries and
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atrocities. But surprisingly, Dalits are facing more cruel types of violence in big cities
rather than in rural areas. One of the significant reasons for these types of violence is
to ensure caste supremacy.”® Sometimes, police don’t permit Dalits to register cases
against caste-based violence. Dalits have to face more obstacles in entering religious
institutions also. In many villages of India, Dalits don’t have the right to use luxury
products.?” The situation of Dalit women is more complex than their male counterparts.
They have to suffer from multiple exploitations regarding their classes, castes, and
gender. Valarmathi et al (2017) investigate the reasons behind the backwardness
of Dalit women in the educational, social, and financial spheres. Justifying Hindu
religious scriptures helps portray Dalit women as sexual objects. They also legitimize
different patriarchal customs® and violent behavior against Dalit women. Even these
religious scriptures have the worst influence on the educational sphere of Dalit women.
Other significant reasons for their lower literacy are poor socio-economic conditions,
lack of educational resources, privatization of education, dowry, humiliation, and

bullying.”

Moreover, due to their untouchable stigma, they don’t get good benefits from different
state-sponsored development schemes.?® On the other hand, they are to meet many

difficulties within their patriarchal communities.*!

Itis not like there is a reservation for the jobs or education sector. According to the Indian
constitution, there are sufficient reservations in education, politics, and employment
for scheduled castes. But Roy (2014) reveals that Dalits can’t take advantage of these
reservations properly. Because they are to complete high school, which is quite luxurious
to many of them, she also interprets how the caste system influences the employment
sector of modern India. The business and corporate world is primarily dominated
by Vaishyas whereas, brahmins hold the majority govt. jobs and intellectual positions.
They also control the media which legitimates the supremacy of the upper castes.
On the other hand, the number of Dalits is very minimal despite having reservations.
They are still forced to do their traditional odd jobs. Moreover, privatization limits the

scope of their traditional positions. Even sometimes, Indian migrant Dalits have to face
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discrimination from their fellow countrymen.*

From the above discussion, it is evident that the lives of Dalits in India can’t be called
satisfactory. Though untouchability is constitutionally prohibited, it is practiced in
many disguises. Dalits have to suffer from different forms of discrimination only due

to their caste identity.
5.1.2 Situations of Dalits in Bangladesh

Bangladesh is also known for its resilience and diversity. There are two types
of Dalits here: Bangali Dalits and Non-Bangali Dalits. Of them, the untouchable groups
of Bengali-speaking people are called Bengali Dalits.** Most of the Hindu Dalits of
Bangladesh are believed to be descendants of migrants from the Indian current states of
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh. They were first brought to
the city of Dhaka by the Mughal rulers in the early 17th century. However, a significant
number of them came during the first half of the 19th century when the British rulers
brought them for various kinds of menial services like cleaners, tea gardeners, jungle

cleaners, and other cleaning jobs.**

Though Bangladesh was formed as a secular, democratic country in 1971 after it
separated from Pakistan, it has, over the years, developed majoritarian solid tendencies
to discriminate against minorities. Dalits, who make up nearly one-fourth to one-
fifth of the Bangladeshi Hindu population, become victims of mainstream society
and caste untouchability.® Their representation in political institutions is abysmally
low. Their economic conditions are comparatively bad, with most working in low-
paying traditional caste occupations. Though Islam does not allow discrimination,
few studies have incorporated evidence of caste-related discrimination in Muslim-
dominated communities. In Bangladesh, many of them are remained underprivileged,

for example, Jola, Hajam, Bede, Bawali, etc.

It is revealed that many Dalits received below the officially prescribed minimum wage.
They have poor access to water, sanitation, and other public services. The condition of

Muslim Dalits was worse than those of the Hindu Dalits. Dalits in Bangladesh also face
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discrimination in the political sphere and in civic life. They are not treated well even by
the doctors and nurses in hospitals and clinics. They are refused entry into their houses
too. The Hindu Dalits faced much more discrimination in religious life. They were
not allowed entry into temples and were discouraged from participating in religious/

community functions.

Bangladesh is a Muslim-dominated country where Muslims shape the policy of the
state. Still, Bangladesh’s Dalits face many challenges due to their outcast identity.
Several Dalits are engaged in cleaning jobs here. But other job groups can also be found.
Most of them live in isolated colonies segregated from broader society. They don’t have
proper access to public spaces. A report illustrates these biased sections.*® As Dalits are
found to be living in filthy areas of cities, they are suffering from the lack of clean
water. In rural areas, they often don’t have permission to use water sources because
of their identity. Even they can’t rent or buy houses and land. In some areas, they are
also facing discrimination in getting medical access. They face severe human rights
violations, including abduction, rape, torture, destruction of houses, land grabbing,
eviction from land, threats, and pressure. Moreover, the public health sector doesn’t
provide any special attention to the vulnerable health of Dalits further complicating the
matter. As there exists no reservation for marginalized communities in the Bangladeshi
parliamentary system, Dalits can seldom participate in public or political activities. Even
sometimes, they have to face violence for their participation in the national election.
Moreover, they have to face caste-based discrimination in the education sector. The
situation of Dalit women is more complicated than other women. Bangladeshi women
have to suffer a lot due to patriarchal structures in this country. They have to confront
many difficulties in terms of class, caste, and gender identity. Alongside the overall
deprivation of the community, they have to face wage discrimination and sometimes,
sexual and physical harassment in the broader society. Moreover, patriarchal customs

like early marriage make their reality more complex.?’

Sharif 3® mentioned the environment surrounding the Dalits colonies is quite unhealthy

and congested. Quarters are only allotted for the cleaners who work in the government
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job sector.* Other people made their homes adjacent to these quarters. This is illegal
and these people are always afraid of eviction. But they don’t have different ways
because people don’t allow them to rent due to their identity. The same thing happens
in residing on their land. They are also facing discrimination in their job sector. In some
cases, Bengali people grab their government jobs of cleaners with bribes or lobbying
despite having reservations. On the other hand, they are losing their municipal jobs due
to the inclusion of people in mainstream society. For example, Dalit women at Bhairab
don’t have the opportunity to work in the municipality. Moreover, they must bear
different patriarchal customs and ignorance in their community. Interestingly, Dalits at
Bhairab don’t confront any obstacles in the educational sector. But they often can’t
utilize their qualifications because of their identity. They don’t get jobs in the general
sector for this reason. The development theorists assume that ‘education can ensure
the progress of any community can be questionable here. Dalit cleaners are popularly
known as Methors. Some of their Muslim neighbors feel disgusted about them. They
constantly justify their isolation. According to the Municipality Law, every ward should
have one representative. But they don’t dare to nominate a representative from their
locality. They also have a firm belief that nobody would vote for them. Moreover, their
identity hinders their participation in local elections. One of the most significant reasons

for these humiliations and discrimination is their outcast identity.*
5.2 Discussion

It is a fact that different types of stratification exist in other religions too. For instance:
among Muslims, there exists a differentiation between Ashraf and Atraaf Muslims.
But the nature of this inequality is quite different from the Hindu caste system. It is
also assumed that caste discrimination is only prevalent in the Hindu religion. That’s
why Dalits face different forms of challenges, humiliation, and discrimination in the
Hindu religion and India. Due to the lack of reservation in the job sector and politics,
Bangladeshi Dalits are sometimes more complex than Indian ones. The incidence of
caste-based violence in India is indeed more frequent. Besides, Bangladeshi Dalits suffer

a lot due to their identity despite living in a Muslim-dominant country. In this way, caste
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discrimination crosses its own religious boundary and becomes a social phenomenon.
It is a ray of hope that nowadays many Dalit people are changing their traditional
occupations for different reasons such as higher income, higher status, the hardship
of the jobs, psychological dissatisfaction, etc. This changing pattern of employment
certainly helps to alter their socioeconomic and financial position. This study also
reflects that the political economy of the caste system may lead to the subordination
of Dalits in South Asia.

6. How to Improve the Caste-based Discrimination against Dalits?

i) The government of India and Bangladesh should ensure effective enforcement of

existing legislation to protect Dalits from attacks, harassment, and discrimination.

ii) Government and NGOs should take more initiative to ensure Dalits access to the

same rights and services mainstream society enjoys.

iii) To implement the Government’s human rights obligations, NGOs should address
the Dalit issue as a priority agenda by requesting a national study on discrimination

on the grounds of caste, work, and descent.

iv) The key national priorities to improve the situation of Dalits in India and
Bangladesh*' and should be set in a comprehensive national action plan to eliminate
caste, work, and descent-based discrimination. In this process, the GoB may decide

to make use of a comprehensive UN framework to address caste discrimination.
7. Conclusion

The paper investigates how caste inequality surpasses its distinct religious boundary.
Caste is a barrier to education and decent work, to inclusive economies, to the
enjoyment of rights and representation, and therefore to sustainable development. Caste
discrimination against Dalits is generally claimed to be a characteristic of the Hindu
religion in both India and Bangladesh. But the present study has shown that Dalit people
have to deal with a similar type of destiny in Muslim-dominated countries too. It
indicates that the marginalization of Dalits has a religious basis, but it has crossed its

own boundary and become a kind of social custom.
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Abstract

‘Amidst the Pines’ by Kabita Singhal is a memoir that describes
her childhood days at a boarding school in Darjeeling namely
Kurseong. The school was surrounded by tall pine trees and was
situated in the middle of a forest. The author illustrates many literal
roles that the forest played during the formative years of her life
as a human being. This study deals with some such examples, from
the book, that even have a lot of metaphorical implications. More
specifically, this paper examines the nature-human relationship
that has been depicted by the author, in light of ecocritical
consciousness derived through the ideas from the scholars like
Greg Garrard, Cheryll Glotfelty, and Patrik D. Murphy and
concludes that forest plays a vital role in inculcating the sense of
awe, joy, fear, courage, transformation, and rootedness in human
beings.

Forest, Ecocriticism, Formative Years, Fear, Courage, Transformation.

Introduction

Amidst the Pines (2021) by Kabita Singhal is a memoir that describes her childhood
days at a boarding school in Darjeeling, specifically in Kurseong. The school where

she along with her siblings was admitted at the age of five, was surrounded by the
tall pine trees and was situated in the middle of the forest (Singhal 22). The author
illustrates many roles that the forest played such as incubating the sense of various

human emotions, namely— awe, fear, adventure, courage and freedom during
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her stay there from her childhood to adulthood. The examples of forest-human
relationships which Singhal has incorporated in the memoir don’t have only literal
but also metaphorical implications. While celebrating the bountifulness of forest and
implicating the importance of forest in human life, the memoir makes a connection to
ecocriticism. This study detects, discusses, and makes an analysis of some events and
illustrates how the above-mentioned emotions along with some others like the sense
of rootedness, as well as the importance of forbearance was inculcated in the children
through the forest. Overall, the paper examines how and what about the nature-human
relationship in the formative years of her life is depicted by the author in her memoir.
Therefore, with a brief overview of forest in literature, it will be interpreted in light
of ecocritical consciousness derived from the ideas of the scholars like Greg Garrard,
Cheryll Glotfelty, and Patrik D. Murphy.

Literature Review: Literature, Forest, Nature Writing, and Ecocriticism

The man-nature relationship has got ample space in literature of all times. In 1965
Northrop Frye proposed in 4 Natural Perspective the existence of a distinct space he
called the “green world” in Shakespeare’s “forest comedies.” This green world—a
space of escape, freedom, and renewal opposed to the court or city—depicted the forest
in them. As Elizabeth Weixel observes, “Frye’s green world formulation has in many
ways directed literary criticism’s approach to forest spaces, and his legacy endures” (2).
However the representation of forest underwent an alteration along with the writers in
chronology. Robert Pogue Harrison, building on Frye’s foundation, proposed to explain
the antagonism between Western Civilization and wild nature as embodied in forest by

tracing a “genetic psychology of the earliest myths and fables” of forest (3).

Forest in Shakespeare’s works is “mixed” and “wild” which captures the often
contradictory and ambiguous nature of forests (Weixel 3). Similarly, she finds David
Young’s “The Heart’s Forest: A Study of Shakespeare’s Pastoral Plays” appropriating
woodland into the larger category of pastoral, thereby erasing its distinct character as a
historical and literary space (Weixel 3). The literature of the 16" and 17" centuries inherited
from that of the preceding centuries the forest of exile, wanderings, licentiousness, and

chivalry found in Malory, Chaucer, and continental romance (Weixel 3). In Weixel’s
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words, “the green world continues to flourish, but another prominent approach to the
forest in literature—one more concerned with the material of timber than with shady
metaphysical coverts—is emerging in the developing field of ecocriticism™ (3). Karen
Raber’s 2007 bibliographical essay in English Literary Renaissance on ecocritical
study of Renaissance literature examined “the relationship between literary and cultural
artifacts and the natural environment” (Raber 151; Weixel 3). Hence the area along
with scope gradually embraced an expansion and eventually it seeped in to the field of

literature.

Peter Barry claims the ecocritical approach took “its literary bearings from three major
nineteenth-century American writers whose works celebrate[d] nature, the life force,
and the wilderness as manifested in America, these being Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Margaret Fuller and Henry David Thoreau” (249).

However, Weixel opines that the potential of ecocriticism to reexamine accepted
understandings of literature’s engagement with the material natural world has much
to offer fields outside its traditional purview of British Romantic and American
Transcendental literature (4). For example, Weixel cites Gabriel Egan’s Green

Shakespeare as the most prominent ecocritical study of early modern literature to date
4).

Weixel’s study explains the role forest played in the social hierarchy and the uses
writers made of the forest. Being informed of all these preceding developments and
excavated facts about forests in literature, my focus is on the role forest can play during

the formative years of human life.

Jeyashree G. Iyer holds that the concept of the forest is not only pertained to trees and
plants but also to other species like birds, animals and reptiles. Forests are the metonymy
of an unadulterated environment complementing contradictory elements of freedom
and restrictions. The forest is not just a place of trees and plants....it is considered to be
a place of serenity, peace and purity on the one hand but on the other hand, it is the place

that endangers human life, not a congenial place for humans to live (14).
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A spur of going back to forest and or nature has been forced by the pandemic during
and in this post-pandemic era. One or two components of nature un/intentionally are
embedded in almost all literary texts as one of its basic elements, is the setting. Thus,
the presence of nature, of which the most frequently mentioned part is a forest, is treated
as the most crucial factor in human life. Forest as the most prominent part of nature
by its implication calls for the concern of the environment that eventually pulls the

undeniable strings of eco-criticism.

Eco-criticism as a term was first coined by William Rueckert in his critical writing
“Literature and Ecology: An Experiment in Ecocriticism” in 1978. The word ‘eco’
comes from the Greek root word ‘oikes’ which etymologically means household or earth
and “logy” from “logos” means logical discourse. Together they mean criticism of the
house-the environment as represented in literature. According to Rueckert, ecocriticism

applies ecology or ecological principles to the study of literature (qtd. in Mishra 168).

Similarly, Lawrence Buell defines ecocriticism as “a study of relationship between
literature and the environment conducted in a spirit of commitment to environment’s
praxis” (430). Further ecocriticism does not simply mean nature study; it has distinguished
itself from conventional nature writing first by its ethical stand and commitment to the
natural world and then by making the connection between the human and the non-

human world.

Patrik D. Murphy holds that Ecocriticism is literary criticism that arises from and is
oriented towards a concern with human and non-human interaction and interpretation.
Murphy believes that it is a dialogue i.¢., the exchange of “energy/information” not only
conversation, “Ecological dialogue is the process by which humans can talk through
how to live with the rest of their bioregion” (316). Amidst the Pines also deals with such
interaction between humans and non-humans i.e. the forest, bushes and trees which this
paper interprets as the role of the forest that has an effect on human habits and values

during the formative years of her life as un/consciously implied by the author.
Statement of the problem

Singhal’s Amidst the Pines celebrates the bountifulness of nature. In addition, it

also presents the various roles forest plays during the formative years of human life.
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However, since this is comparatively a new text, it is not amply explored. If even it is,
it is read mostly as a memoir with a focus on the sequence of events in the author’s life

at the given time and space but not from an ecocritical perspective.
Objectives

Since Amidst the Pines has not yet been studied from the perspective of nature writing
as a part and ecocriticism as a whole, its objectives are to bring out what ideas about
ecocriticism or nature writing prevail it, and what forest implies and what it imparts
during the central character/s’ development as human beings within the spatial-temporal

frame of their living amidst the forest.
Methodology

The inquiry will be a qualitative one. This paper falls under the secondary research
paradigm since printed and online materials produced by the primary authors will be
used. It uses cloze reading, description, interpretation, and analysis as its tools for
inquiry. Regarding, conceptual framework, it borrows ideas from the scholars like
Greg Garrard, Cheryll Glotfelty and Patrik D. Murphy. Garrard holds that the subject
of ecocriticism is the study of the relationship of human and non-human, throughout
cultural history and entailing critical analysis of the term ‘human’ itself (5). Its subjects
include the joys of abundant nature, sorrows of its deprivation, hopes for a harmonious
existence between humans and nature and fears of loss and disasters (5). Glotfelty
defines ecocriticism as “the study of the relationship between literature and the physical
environment ... ecocriticism takes an earth-centered approach to literary studies”
(xvii). Likewise, Murphy believes that it is an ecological dialogue i.e., the exchange of
“energy”’ (316).

Discussion and Analysis: Forest, Awe, Fear, Courage, and Transformation

Amidst the Pines (ATP henceforward), alone its title puts an emphasis on its “forestness”
(coinage mine!?) as its setting. Dow Hill stands like an imposing fortress amidst an
alpine forest “tucked away amidst the tall and mighty cryptomeria”. It is located at an
ideal height of 6000 feet, on the hill facing the Himalayan range (Singhal 15). Dow Hill
School is an exclusive boarding school for girls. It is about 5 kilometers from the town

of Kurseong in Darjeeling district, West Bengal.
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Dow Hill, along with its brother School Victoria, is among the older schools in the
country. These two heritage schools are situated one kilometer apart in an awe-inspiring
pine forest in Kurseong (18). In this way the memoir opens up, dealing with “cultural
artifacts and the natural environment” as Raber observed about ecocriticism during
English Renaissance literature (151). The author acknowledges the magnificence of
the architecture founded by the British Raj in India. “A flight of steps from the study
hall took us up to the senior school dormitory building. This was an impressive three-
storey structure. Its striking yellow stood out against the backdrop of the verdant green
dense forest” (67). Then, she further relates the cultural artifact of the building and the

surroundings to the natural glory of the forest :

As one drove up the steep winding slope, at first the cryptomeria trees appeared. The
cool hill air filled with the fragrance of wildflowers permeated our senses . . . It almost
seemed like one was being prepared to witness this beautiful splendor in the midst of
the dense forest. The first glimpse of the majestic buildings surrounded by the mighty
trees gave one the impression of it being a fortress in heaven....what a splendid sight!

One’s first reaction was that of awe. This was a wonderland! (66)

The wilderness was splendid; further, it is blended with the magnificence of the masonry
of the buildings. It provided the place with the impression of a wonderland. Moreover,
its (ATP s) subjects include the “joys of abundant nature” (Garrard 5) expressed through
sight, sound, and feel :

Far from the maddening crowd in the most pristine surroundings, we were nurtured.
Nature’s sounds were the only sounds that reached us. It was sheer bliss listening to
the chirping of the birds, the sounds of numerous insects, murmuring brooks, gushing
waterfalls and the wind whistling through the trees. Surreal sunrise and sunsets filled

our days. (15)

The “nurturing” nature with awe-inspiring scenic beauty of the Sun rising and setting
along with babbling brooks and chirping birds are painted in the most vivid language.
They “breathed fresh air and the sweet fragrance of exotic orchids innumerable wild
flowers and scented pines filled their senses” (Sinhal16). “Kurseong was on the hill just
in front and all around were the other hills with tea estates and their factories visible in

the distance” (45). She presents Kurseong in juxtaposition to the man-made tea estate
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and its material setting as Glotfelty defines ecocriticism as “the study of the relationship
between literature and the physical environment ... ecocriticism takes an earth-centered
approach to literary studies” (xvii). Be it the man-made setting or nature it’s all about
the earth the author’s focus is on. Singhal depicts the accommodating, homing, caring

forest in the following lines:

The virgin forest all around was home to wild animals. At night we could hear the
howling jackals and hyenas. The workers on the estates often spotted leopards and
their cubs amongst the tea bushes in broad daylight . . . All these stories were really
“fascinating.” Leopards sprawling on bungalow lawns. We sometimes spotted leopards
majestically crossing the road right in front of our jeep. We were simply awestruck!

Rabbits running in front of Jeep headlights always had us excited. (48)

The unadulterated forest homed wild animals; the residents around could hear, see and
feel the animals in the narratives of the locals. They talked about how proximate the
animals lived with them. It illustrates Iyer’s opinion that the concept of the forest is
not only pertained to trees and plants but also to other species like birds, animals, and
reptiles (14). Notably, the stories did not frighten them but aroused a “fantastic” feeling

of awe and excitement in the children.

After the natural literal material surrounding, the author delves deeper into the abstract
and metaphorical as she writes, “The teachers taught us to stand tall like the mighty
trees and the lofty mountains with their majestic peaks. The indomitable spirit of the
hills seeped into our beings. It was in Dow Hill that we learn to belong. We realized
the value of growing strong roots. These would give us strength and keep us firmly
grounded” (17).

Their “transition” from junior school to senior school was very smooth. The forest/
school became a fun-filled place. It was not only a physical material transition but also
a psychological one. They start establishing human networks as well as grow more
daring for adventures, “At the end of the teachers’ cottage was the chapel. After this
one reached two mossy paths with trees and thick ferns on both sides, one going into

the forest that was a shortcut for many of the locals. It looked most inviting to the
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adventurous!”:

Lush greenery surrounded the grotto, making it the perfect place for picnics. This was
where we went for our Easter picnic on Easter Saturdays. A picnic here meant walking
down through the forest by the shortcut....The forest was filled with insect sounds and
the twitter of birds. And fortunately, in spring, the undergrowth was sparse, and there

were no leeches to contend with. So, it was a merry walk through the forest. (77)

Though they find merriment in the walk through the forest, they discover their craving
for change and adventure being followed by a sense of fear. In the narrative entitled
“Ghost Stories”, she says that the setting was ideal for the imagination to run wild as
those (boarding) schools were usually “in the midst of dense forest, secluded from any
means of civilization” (105). Besides, their bearers, ayahs and other staff who went
home late at night also had several tales to tell about ghosts and vampires. They were
stories of headless ghosts wandering about aimlessly in the forest. However, confirming
fearlessness, she writes, “but during our entire schooling not a single ghost did we
encounter” (105); the stories were many but none of us ever encountered any spooky
being. They learnt to validate the imaginary with the real and inculcated the sense of joy
to enjoy both the natural and the supernatural instead, “We were intrigued when we got
the news that Maili delivered a baby girl right in the middle of the forest. ...we certainly
lived in the midst of the natural and supernatural” (112).

The chapter “Adventure in the Forest” explicates that the forest incubated in them
the sense of adventure, danger, fear, and challenge and also taught them the ways and
courage to overcome them. They would bunk and go through the forest to Goethals and

return in time for dinner:

One by one we made a dash towards the forest. Danger was lurking at every corner. The
first step was to go past the teachers’ cottages...onto the shortcut through the forest....
It was all clear, not a soul around: man, animal or beast. So, merrily we went deeper

into the forest; happy to be out of the prison walls and breathing in the forest air. (188)

Their transition from childhood to adulthood goes past danger, trepidation, and fret
beyond that “the soothing forest sounds come alive filling them with a sense of calm”
(189).
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The forest is also qualified as “frightening”, “dark™ and “eerie” but only in the darkness.
In the dark, even the trees “took on monstrous forms.” It started getting eerier by the
minute (189). Each little sound was getting magnified and all they could think of were
evil spirits and ghosts. Emphasizing the new spirit of fearlessness she states, “Dangerous
to say the least but we were bold and daring and loved to experience danger! These lines
from the memoir resonate with Iyer’s observation that “children’s literature on forests
offers dangerous beauty and the children’s attention is always propelled towards beauty
where danger lurks behind” (15).

She accentuates, “Surprisingly no one ever fell off. Finally, we were back in school,
happy and refreshed after breathing the intoxicating air of freedom™ (116). With the
added sense of freedom, the feel of transformation permeates into their being which the

author symbolically illustrates through the episode of the butterfly:

Mrs. Siddons her domestic science and health science teacher was a great lover of
animals and flowers. The hedge by her quarters comprised hydrangea bushes with
their delightful blue and purple flowers growing in bunches. The leaves were referred
to as caterpillar leaves on which they can see crawlies metamorphose into beautiful

butterflies. (152)

Forest or plants introduced the fact of metamorphosis to them which they learn by

observing the caterpillar change into a butterfly in Mrs. Siddons’ Garden.

Singhal confesses that when they go home, they would have a feeling of parting even
with the forest the alma matter that transformed them, “So finally, it was goodbye:
goodbye forest goodbye peach tree, goodbye hills and goodbye school. Wait for us,
we will return in spring: when the trees are dressed in their new leaves when the skies
are blue and hills are awakening from their deep slumber” (212). That was a goodbye
to Dow Hill surrounded by forest as a “cosy nest”; that was a goodbye to their own
childhood. They feel “being plucked and taken away from these virgin surroundings”

however, they have a well-grown self in them.
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ATP and its Ecocritical Implications

Even if deprived of formal access like in Dow Hill School humans as a product of nature
tends to sneak into the wilderness for the innate affinity, they feel with it. Not only this,
they experience budding human emotions such as challenge, fear, adventure, courage,
peace, security, solace and transformation via or in the lap of nature. Provided this,
the modern education system should conceive of a nature-orienting, nature-accessible,
nature-respecting as well as nature-conscious and protecting educational environments
as in/formal educating setups similar to the suggestion of “green academia” (1) by Sayan
Dey in his The Green Academia (2023) as a systemic long-term counter-intervention

strategy against any form of impending pandemics in the post-COVID era and beyond.
Conclusion

Thus, the memoir presents its plot and narratives, inscribed by the author from the
perspective of the then child perceiver, that emanated from the middle of the forest
and developed simultaneously with the span of time. Literally, these narratives are
inclusive of Dow Hill and its surrounding, the architecture, forest, feelings of joy and
awe, budding sense of adventure, challenges, fears, courage to overcome them and
eventually the transformation from child to a gratitude-laden eco-conscious human
being. Metaphorically, they reflect the life lessons the forest taught them. They learnt to
stand tall like the mighty trees and the lofty mountains with their majestic peaks, to keep
their spirits indomitable like that of the hills, they learnt to belong and realized the value

of growing strong roots that would give them strength and keep them firmly grounded.
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Government of Assam, INDIA. and lauded it as the purest expression of spirituality. Throughout the
e-mail : subarshana.baruah83@gmail.com

majority of human history, religious texts have been sung rather than
written, and religious behavior has been expressed through prayer or
devotional melodies or music in almost all religious traditions. The
values, functions, and genres of religious music are culturally diverse
and varied. Religious musical forms can transcend cultural barriers.
Some religions, such as Buddhism, use music to prepare the mind for
meditation by calming and focusing it. In India, kirtan, also known
as Shikh religious music, facilitates connection with one another
and with God. Similarly, Vedic hymns in Hinduism were musical.
By performing bhajans, devotional songs, Sanskrit mantras, etc.
Hindus offer prayers to God. Sufi music, Qawalli, etc., are chanted
during prayers in the Muslim faith. In addition, it teaches religious
teachings. Religious songs of any faith are characterized as a source
of strength and a means of relieving pain, thereby improving one’s
mood. The iconography of Indian music contains numerous elements
that represent the human religion, culture, traditions, and way
of life, thinking, values, customs, costumes, rituals, and behavior
throughout the centuries through visual art and symbolism like
sculpture, architecture, idol of god etc. Therefore, iconography is a
specialized discipline of study that examines images of gods. Indian
music and dance are the culmination of one of the worlds finest
civilizations® evolution. The Iconography of Indian music entails the
study of figures, images, deities, and pictorial representations of the
devotional music’s most prominent deities of music.
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Introduction

The History of Music and Early Human-

When humans were in their primitive or early state, they eventually heard various
sounds of nature such as animals, rain, wind, etc. and they were very curious about
and drawn to the sounds of nature. Due to their enthusiasm, they followed the sound
and attempted to speak it themselves. By striking two bamboo and animal bones, they
attempted to sense the tone and rhythm. Thus, individuals began to follow diverse
sounds. Early humans were afraid of natural disasters, pandemics, fatal diseases, rain,
storms, and earthquakes. They believed that a superpower may have been controlling
them. To appease the supernatural force, they sacrificed many things and begun to pray
to trees and rocks, etc. When praying to these natural objects, they made numerous
rhythmic sounds and movements. This is how they developed musical melody, rhythm,

and instruments for prayer.

As people became more civilized and began to live in societies, they progressively

developed distinct cultures, religions, and music.
Music and Religion

In all known human societies, the emergence of music occurred simultaneously and
spontaneously. In ancient India musical instruments were discovered at least 30,000

years ago.

Always associated with deities and goddesses is music. In India, the divine origin of
music is attributed to certain gods through the arts. Religion and deity are connected to
music not only in India but also in Western cultures. In Greek mythology, instruments
are affiliated with Greek gods. In India, Shiva is associated with dance and music, Lord
Brahma is frequently associated with the Nada Brahma, and Lord Vishnu wields the
Shankha or conch, a wind instrument. In Indian music, the five faces of Lord Shiva gave
rise to ragas such as raga Bhairava, raga Hindol, raga Dipak, and raga Shree. Goddess

Parvati in Hindu tradition sang the raga Kaushik. The goddess Saraswati is linked to
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music. She is observed with a veena in her hand. Lord Srikrishna is depicted with the
flute instrument. The Vedic sage Narada is depicted carrying the Tumburu instrument.
In addition, he is credited with inventing the Mahati veena.! In the Christian churches
of medieval Europe, hymns were prominent. In all religions, music is employed as a
form of supplication. As a spiritual aid, music is believed to uplift and calm the psyche.
The evolution of classical music has been multifaceted and consequential. They have
infused it with streams of worship melodies. Jaydev Goswami (12th—13th centuries)
was one of India’s earliest mystic vocalists in the Vaishnavite Bhakti (tradition of
praying lord Vishnu) tradition. His book Geet Govinda is considered a devotional music
classic. Here, he sang Srikrishna and Radha’s devotional melodies with great emotion
and sincerity. Chaitanya deva of Bengal also sang about Krishna and Radha’s mystical
love. Srimanta Sankardeva and Sri Sri Madhabdeva composed numerous Srikrishna-
based devotional Borgeet themes. Tansen’s teacher, Swami Haridas, was an expert
in the dhrupad style of devotional music. In India, the Bhakti movement gave sacred
music a boost. Music is sanctified by religion. It is given the standard form while being

combined with religion.

Inreligious ceremonies, dance, music, and instrumental music were integral components.
Humans have a natural affinity for music. Since the commencement of recorded history,
there have been traces of music. Every caste, religion, and ethnic group has its own
culture, music, dance, and beliefs, among other things. In this manner, India possesses
remarkable traditions and cultures. In India, people of all religions celebrate every
occasion with music. Each religion, including Hinduism, Islam, Sikh, Buddhism, and
Jainism, has its own way of commemorating auspicious occasions and festivals with
musical notes or prayer songs. Music is a medium utilized by nearly all religions. It is
a crucial and potent element that enables devotees to express their beliefs, innermost
thoughts, and feelings. When used carefully, music can create an atmosphere conducive
to worship. Music can elicit emotion and bring people together. Music plays a vital
role in all of our lives. In our private lives, we choose the music we listen to, but
we are subjected to music in other contexts. For this reason, music is performed and
played at all events in human existence. From childbirth ceremonies, wedding songs,
songs of cultivation, prayer songs to relief from diseases like pox and others, Children’s

songs like riddles or rhymes, folk songs based on love, sadness, separation, songs of
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nature, patriotic songs, village songs, festival songs and other ritual songs based on
god and goddess, other auspicious songs, etc. are existed in India. Music is an integral
component of human existence. It also had to do with our emotional and spiritual health.
Performers and listeners accomplish union with their higher power through music.

Hinduism in India has been associated with devotional music since the Vedic period.
Regarding the worship of Gods, hymns are significant and are sometimes regarded as
sacrosanct. They are often reverent and solemn forms of music containing often sacred
lyrics but are intended to elevate the spirit toward God. In christens, church music is
also performed as prayers. Muslims perform their daily ‘Azan’ in a musical melody that
somehow resembles the notes of the Indian classical raga.

In India, music is regarded as a living and revitalizing art, with matter for its body
and spirit for its essence. Raga, which consists of combinations of notes, microtones,

emotions, and moods, can be characterized as the psycho-material body of music.
Indian Music and Iconography

Iconography is derived from the Greek words ‘eikon’ which means image, and
‘graphia’ which means writing, drawing, etc. The term “eikon” is equivalent to the
Indian word “arca” or “image.”? Consequently, the term ‘icon’ refers to an object of
worship, a representation of a god or saint in painting, sculpture, etc. It is connected
with sacred rituals involving the worship of particular deities. Iconography is therefore
a specialized field of study that examines images of deities. Indian music and dance
represent the pinnacle of the evolution of one of the world’s greatest civilizations. The
Iconography of Indian music also implies the study of figures, images, deities, and
pictorial representations of the devotional music preeminent deities of music. The name
of paintings that depict music, particularly Indian raga music, are Rajput paintings.
Rajput painters who had worked at the Mughal court and learned some of the science
of miniature painting as developed in Persia must have returned to their homes and
produced such works as the Rasikapriya illustrations. More significant for the future are
the earliest Rajput Ragamala paintings, which also date to roughly the Mughal era, as
these themes were to dominate the school’s output throughout the entire 17th century.’

Songs and dance were inextricably linked to the religious revival that Shri Chaitanya

so strongly influenced in the early sixteenth century. As we have seen, music and
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poetry have a reciprocal relationship. This collection of musical poems and images is
known as Ragamala. Artists depicting dance and music in pictures and sculptures have
been discovered in royal places, temples, and Buddhist religious sites. In literature,
pictures, sculpture and iconography, dancing has been depicted extensively during
various historical eras. In the Indus Valley civilization where dancing girls with bronze
sculptures were discovered. The great book Natyasastra written by Bharatha in India
(Approx-2nd -5th century) is the earliest surviving Sanskrit text of drama, music, and
dance. In India’s ancient and medieval temples, sculptures of musicians singing, playing

musiccal instruments, and dancing are abundant.*

Ancient temple dancing rituals may have influenced ancient sculptors to incorporate
dance and music into temple architecture. Although music and sculpture are distinct
art forms, they are interconnected in a social, cultural, historical, and religious manner.
These two forms evolved religiously and evoked rasas in the minds of the general
public. The science of iconography is also closely related to religion or religious cult that
teaches one to realize divinity in a man or in an object. Art is an expression or a symbol
of nature and it unveils as well as represents the exquisite beauty of nature which in its
turn is the representation of world essence. Music has been present from the history of
Vedic and Upanishad periods up to the present time. According to Venkateswara, The
pre-Vedic Aryanism knew no idol. From the Vedic samhita and Upanishad periods,
when priest devote sacrifice in fire, the tendency of anthropomorphic integration
towards symbolism regarding the Hindu gods has been developed. Rajput painting is
the name of famous art. It has a wider extension. Rajput painters who had worked for
a time at the Mughal court and learnt some of the science of miniature painting as
developed in Persia. Further Rajput developed Ragamala painting in around the 17th
century.’ It portrays the states of love or the type of heroism of Rajput kings. Also, it has
expressed the sentiment and emotion of ragas imagining various gods and goddesses in

human form.
Conclusion

Human is a social animal and to live in society people has to follow many rules, customs,
tradition, culture, and religion. For the development of a community or a society,
people must have to develop their culture and tradition. Music makes bonding among
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people. So it has the power to grow sentiment and emotions among people of a society,
community, and religion. That is why many saints of religious faith have used music to
spread religion and religious sentiment worldwide. Music is pure art and when it enters
religion, it reached the highest purity. Because the standard text, tune, rules, customs,
costumes, tala or rhythm, etc. used in devotional music it becomes the standard form
filled with various rule and regulations. To preserve religious faith, spread religious faith
and make a bonding among people through religion, music is considered as a powerful
medium. Music elicits emotions and grows sentiment. To protect every tradition and
culture, music must be used as a medium for heart-to-heart connectivity among people
of the world. Musical sounds are related to humans from the beginning of an early age
and later humans created musical notes from the sounds of nature. The iconography of

India has many evidence in relation between music and religion.
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Significance of Co-curricular Activities to be Skilled
Manpower: A Case Study on Khulna University

Shima Chowdhury, Dr. Tuhin Roy, M.M. Abdullah Al
Mamun Sony & Md. Mamunur Rashid

Abstract

Debates on defining quality education in academia are not new.
Nevertheless, most scholars stress out the function of quality
education to promote skilled manpower. Uplifiment of skilled human
resources through confirming standard education largely depends
on various academic and non-academic activities. Along with
other things, several researchers have highlighted the importance
of co-curricular activities like debating, singing, volunteering for
development affairs and so on which are sometimes also considered
non-academic affairs that can exert a strong influence in ensuring
quality education. Contrasting with the earlier studies where the
importance of co-curricular activities has got priority, this study is
designed to explore how involvement in co-curricular activities has
helped tertiary-level students to perform better in professional life.
To do so, in a qualitative manner, this study purposively selected
some alumni from Khulna University, a promising university in
southern Bangladesh, who were actively engaged in co-curricular
activities at undergraduate and graduate level. Through the in-
depth interviews, this study found that some general soft skills
like better team management, critical reasoning, public speaking
and presentation skills, organizing ability, pressure management
in a critical situation, successful leadership skills, and ability to
take risks were acquired through co-curricular activities which
had assisted the respondents to perform better in the professional
arena. Besides, it was also found that better public relations and
social networking skills were also other specific expertise that
distinguished the respondents from their colleagues. However, the
findings of this study may assist policymakers to undertake the
necessary steps in adopting successful policy measures.
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Introduction

Ensuring quality education is a challenging task for most of the countries. And it is quite
common that quality education is a mandate for securing sustainable development in any
nation. United Nations (UN) targeted 17 goals to be reached for sustainable development
by 2030 of which ensuring equal access for all men and women to affordable and quality
technical, vocational, and tertiary education including university is one of them (Owen
2017). Along with this, there have been created many other challenges in the field of
employment and job. In the recent past, this field has become more challenging and
more complicated due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Besides, tremendous advancement
in the field of information and technology has created the world in a new way where
survival is a big challenge. As the countries of the world have become closer to each
other due to the globalization process, it is now possible to collect skilled manpower
from anywhere in the world. So, if any country remains backward in creating/making

skilled manpower, it cannot keep pace with the rest of the world.

Thus, all countries are now concentrating on developing skills among students through
the education process with a view to holding a strong position in the global job
market. Scholars have focused on the significance of co-curricular activities (CCA) in
developing holistic skills among students. The impact of learning through co-curricular
activities serves as the catalyst for education for students’ holistic development (Ngee
& Fang, 2015). The preliminary findings of the study of Kovalchuk et. al (2017)
revealed that curricular and co-curricular activities created differing opportunities for
acquiring knowledge, skills, and experiences that engineering graduates had used in
their transition to employment. The study also revealed that engineering graduates with
a wide range of curricular and co-curricular experiences had an easier and smoother

transition process compared to those with limited experience.

The term co-curricular refers to “activities, programs and learning experiences

complement in the same way, what students are learning in school- i.e., experiences
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that are connected to or mirror the academic curriculum” (Great School Partnership,
2013). Actually, CCAs support curricular activities in many ways. An up-to-date and
well-organized curriculum can strengthen the potential of the learners and make them
competent to face the challenges ahead. Along with that CCAs exert a significant
role in bringing out some skills among learners which facilitate the learning process
making the smoother way to employment. At the tertiary level, learners remain in a
mature stage. Their psychological stage gets very sophisticated during this period.
Complementing students’ academic achievement, college and university graduates are
expected to be able to transition into and navigate modern careers successfully and
enhance society through service citizenship and respect for diversity (Ahren, 2009).
Co-curricular activities enhance learners’ capacity of understanding others and their
ability to adapt. They also enhance the learner’s quality of public speaking and level
of self-confidence. Through participating in different CCAs, learners get more chances
to increase interaction which can contribute to develop their interpersonal relations.
Moreover, learners get the spirit of bringing victory for their respective institutions
when they take part in any inter-university/college competition. Actually, this is an
opportunity to prove oneself as well as one’s own institution. They also get a chance to

observe the situation of other institutions through this type of competition.

It is an undeniable fact that nowadays every organization wants the employee to solve
multi-dimensional problems. Employers try to gain maximum profit by investing
minimum cost. Since a large workforce costs a lot, employers seek manpower having
different types of skills so that they can manage everything with a limited workforce.
Additionally, to find solutions for multi-faceted problems, employees need to have
multiple skills. Besides, companies need to convince the consumer/customer to buy their
product or adopt their policy. In this regard, workers who have good communication
skills, debating skills, presentation skills, etc., and are regularly exposed to public
speaking are preferred by the owners. University graduates who were actively engaged
with CCAs are supposed to have these skills mentioned above. The study by Siddiky
(2019) argued that the CCAs and ECAs have diverse effects to promote the all-round
development of students. The study also found that the undergraduate students of a

public university have developed a wide range of personal and social skills including
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communication skills, organizing skills, presentation skills, public speaking skills, and

analytical skills by taking part in such activities.

Kumar & Selvaraju (2014) observed that students’ participation in CCAs had a positive
effect on their personal development taking into account seven dimensions involving
appearance, verbal mannerisms, gesticulation, mental alertness, stability of thoughts,
leadership skills, and self-confidence. Likewise, some scholars had focused on some
other benefits of co-curricular participation including self-efficacy, satisfaction, and
improvement of academic performance (Daniyal et. al., 2012). Additionally, Brandfone
(2018) claimed that students who participated in CCAs in college were more likely
to gain skills required by employers necessary for job success. Similarly, Siddiky
(2019) observed that there was relation between students’ participation in CCAs and
their knowledge acquisition, language skill development, sense of social responsibility
development, and extroversion development and thereby would contribute to their
socialization, personality formation, and civic development. He also suggested that
soft skills are pivotal not only for the all-round development of the students but also
for attaining Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), ensuring quality education, and

generating a skilled workforce.

At present, it is difficult to survive as the fittest candidate in the volatile job market. So
job-seekers need to concentrate on multi-dimensional skill development instead of one
dimension. The study by Qizi (2020) discussed the significance of soft skill development
in the higher education system. It has analysed to what extent soft skill development was
reflected in the curriculum and syllabus of higher education in Uzbekistan. However, at
the tertiary level, students involved in co-curricular activities have more chance to be
more potential to match with the requirements of the employers. Co-curricular activities
can help students in their holistic development which are reflected in their professional
life. Many scholars have emphasized the importance of CCAs but no scholar explored
how CCAs reflect professional life. To mitigate the gap the present study has been
designed. However, along with curricular programs, co-curricular activities contribute
a lot to promoting quality education, developing soft skills, increasing self-confidence,

and so on.
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Objective

The present study has been designed to explore how co-curricular activities can help
graduates to perform better in their professional life who took part in them at the tertiary
level education. The researchers’ aim is to understand the reflection of co-curricular
involvement in working place of the graduates. In fact, the purpose of the study is to
explore whether there is any relation between co-curricular involvement and the skill

development of graduates.
Methodology

In a qualitative manner, the researchers have selected Khulna University, a leading
Public University in southern Bangladesh as the study area. To meet the objective,
with the help of a non-structured checklist the data have been collected from twenty-
five alumni students who have been purposively selected. They have been chosen from
six disciplines respectively English, Bangla, Economics, Sociology, Mathematics, and
Physics and now working in different professional sectors including teaching, banking,
bureaucracy, NGO sector, and entrepreneurship. As a unit of analysis, the researcher has
followed at least three years of professional experience, as these may help the respondents
to examine their professional life. Respondents took part in the study willingly for their
self-interest. No one was forced to participate. For ethical considerations, the identity

of the respondents of the case study, like name and personal detail had been unrevealed.

Data were collected from January-February’2022. Each of the respondents was asked
to share their experience regarding the importance of CCAs in academic life and
later each respondent was interviewed face-to-face which was pre-scheduled. Along
with the checklist and a recorder, the primary investigator and note-taker collected
the data. Though the checklist has been prepared in English, the conversation during
data collection went on in Bangla to gather information more specifically through the

spontaneous answers of the respondents.

Though the qualitative data was accumulated in the local language, the transcription has
been prepared in English. After the transcription, the principal investigator categorized

the responses and identified the quotes relevant to the research objective. The whole
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quotes have been presented in this study under three sub-titles according to the research
objective. Saturated codes have been separated and exceptional codes along with mostly

mentioned quotations have been included in the findings section to conclude.
Findings

The findings of the study have been organized under three sub-themes concerning
the objective of the study which includes developing spoken and communication
skill, leadership quality and organizing skills, and efficiency to face challenges and

management skills.
Developing Speaking and Communication Skills

The study found that the alumni of Khulna University who were involved in different
co-curricular activities during their tertiary level have developed their speaking and
communication skills through participating in co-curricular activities. It is now easier
for them to handle different types of communication in their professional life. The
following statements have revealed that spoken and communication skills which were

developed through co-curricular activities are now helping them in their service sector.

Case 02- [ was involved in a movie club at my university named ‘Club 35 Millimeters’of
which I was the president. Now I am in a senior position in my job. Since I was the
president of the movie club, it is now easier for me to do teamwork, team management,
communication, leading, etc. The work of my club was very liberal and creative.
(Shamim Rahman Khan[1], 32 years, Male, NGO sector).

Case 11- During graduation, | was involved in co-curricular activities. [ was involved
in the NDF, Blood Donation Club, poetry recitation, and presentation too. I think this
kind of activity has impacted my service sector. They have built my communication
skill. As a result, the service of public relations, group work, etc. in the organization
has become easier for me. It helps me to know many people from different corners of
society, moving the identity forward and to make something done by someone (Niloy

Kumar Das, 27 years, Male, Banking sector).

Case 24- During my graduation, [ was involved in various co-curricular activities like

Debate Club, BNCC, Journalism, president of Noyaik, etc. Involvement in all these co-
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curricular activities has benefited me by growing communication skills, interpersonal
communication, team management, giving a formal speech, behavior manner, etc.
Co-Curricular activities help a lot in my service life. In addition, in my job test, the
viva board always took all these co-curricular activities positively. I didn’t put in any
extra effort for the viva-voce. All of these co-curricular activities help to adapt to
new environments, new situations, and new people. In all these cases I think I have
done better than others. Moreover, in this job, I have got the facility to work in mass
communication, public hearing, interviews, etc. (Mahobubur Rahman Khan, 34, Male,

Bureaucratic sector).

Case 10- During my graduation I was involved in various co-curricular activities
like Debate Club, BNCC, essay writing, etc. which has strengthened my skill of
communication. Suppose something has to be presented to a higher authority, it has to
be presented logically. I can do all this in a beautiful way by sending a short message.
Because these are things I have learnt through various co-curricular activities in my

academic life (Aminur Rahman, 39, Male, Entrepreneurship).
Building Leadership Quality and Organizing Skill

Leadership quality and organizing skills help a person to be successful and do
everything in a smoother way in his/her professional life. The present study has found
that the respondents of the study are performing in their professional sectors in a better
way since they have taken part in co-curricular activities in their tertiary academic life.
Through involving in those activities they have built leadership quality and organizing

skills which are impacting positively on their professional life.

Case 05- Debating clubs are established while studying at university. I have been
involved in debating since the beginning of the Debating Club. Besides, I was directly
involved in sports, television programmers, fresher orientation, seminar arrangement,
student movement, etc. Involvement in all these co-curricular activities has given me
many benefits on how to manage an event, how organize, grow communication skills,
guest management, giving a formal speech, behavior manner, etc. (Dr. Md. Robiul, 42,
Male, Teaching).
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Case 12- Due to involvement in co-curricular activities I can easily take the
responsibilities to organize and manage my college’s annual sports program and another

functional program. (Aminuzzaman Palash, 30, Male, Teaching).

Case 01- We used to do a lot of activities like managing blood for the people, arranging
accommodation and food for the admission candidates, helping the poor people with
food, and also with clothes/apparel during winter, etc. Even when [ had BDT 5 in my
pocket, spending BDT 4 for the people wouldn’t hurt me, rather I could feel satisfaction.
These helped me a lot (Nabiul Islam, 39, Male, NGO sector).

Case 08- [ was engaged with ‘Prothom Alo Bondhu Sabha’ of Khulna University, and
became literary editor and vice president of the organization. Definitely, it has reflection
on my present job. What I have to do now is to lead my students. When I stand in
front of the students for conducting the class, then I am the leader, and with those co-
curricular activities, I learnt leadership skills. My previous experiences working here,
especially in the case of developing public speaking, social interaction matters a lot
now. (Abul Hasnat, 35, Male, Teaching).

Efficiency to Face Challenges and Management Skill

In any working place, employees are expected to have efficiency to face challenges
and manage any situation. The study has found that the respondents are utilizing their
skills in their working sector which were developed through co-curricular activities.
They have the efficiency to face the various challenges of the job sectors and to manage

different situations successfully.

Case 06- In spite of my little interest during my graduation, I was not engaged in
any non-academic activities, but attended many programs. I also did private tuition. I
think attending those programs and tuition has cut my inner inertia and increased my
confidence level, power of public communication & motivation which is helping in my

job sector (Kobita Roy, 30, Female, Banking sector).

Case 14- [ was associated with Girls Guide, Rover Scout, and Ranger troops. Definitely,
I am having a lot of reflection because when I was doing the girls’ guide, it was such

a team that was always ready for managing any kind of emergency. We rushed to so

142 BY ((}r///(;y(',yn//um/ Volume -1V, Issue-II, December 2022



Significance of Co-curricular Activities...

many places for providing medical support. So, what I learnt from those activities was
how to manage all the work, keep oneself cool in serious conditions, handle pressure

management, and leadership. (Begum Sultana, 41, Female, Entrepreneurship ).

Case 09- 1 am obviously feeling the impact of co-curricular activities. I learned leadership

skills, to cope with chalenging environment (Tapos Kumer, 35, Male, Banking sector).

Case 19- Involvement in all co-curricular activities has given me many benefits on how
to manage and organize an event to develop communication skills, guest management,
give a formal speech, behavior manner, etc. Co-curricular activities help a lot in my

service life. (Sarower Khan Raju, 36, Male, Teaching ).

Case 13- Management skills come from co-curricular activities, I developed all the skills
from my co-curricular activities in university (Mesbah Uddin, Male, 43, Bureaucratic

sector).
[1] Pseudonym been used throughout the paper.

Case 07- During graduation, I used to write for a magazine called Campus. Besides,
I was not involved in any other co-curricular activities. But it would have been better
if I were involved with other co-curricular activities (Tamanna Rahman, 45, Female,

Bureaucratic sector).
Discussion

The impact of learning through co-curricular activities serves as the catalyst for education
for students’ holistic development (Ngee & Fang, 2015). From this perspective, this
study is designed to critically examine the significance of co-curricular activities
(CCA) for becoming skilled manpower among sample students of Khulna University,
Bangladesh. In this study, respondents opined that they improved their presentation
skills, speaking skills, communication skills, and more since they had attended CCAs
during their student life. They also consider that they were performing in a better way
in their working place which was the result of being with co-curricular activities.
The findings of this study, which support the study of Siddiky (2019), have shown
that through participating in co-curricular activities, the alumni of Khulna University

have built speaking and communication skill that has been positively impacting on
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their working life. The findings of this study also revealed that along with curricular
activities, engagement in CCA has a strong influence on developing different skills
among the students which help them in their professional life. Kovalchuk (2017)
revealed that involvement in CCA helped engineering graduates in their transition to
employment. Consistent with that, the present study found that leadership quality and
organizational skills were developed in the respondents during co-curricular activities
which are now reflected in their professional lives. They can organize and lead various

events smoothly.

Several studies in the last few years — Brandphone (2018), Kumar and Selvaraju (2014),
Anwar Ahmed (2016), Ngee & Fang (2015), Ahren (2009), and Daniyal et. al (2012)
— highlighted that CCAs had a strong influence on personal development including
leadership qualities, self-confidence, conflict management and creativity, responsibility,
teamwork, developing a positive personality, spirituality, attitude, as well as reducing
guilt and respecting values. In the long run, these qualities help in building skilled
manpower and a disciplined generation. Indeed, the findings of this study have revealed
that different types of co-curricular activities help participants differently. Alumni
working now in different sectors have to organize many events, give presentations,
deal with different situations, and face challenges concerning different issues. Since
they were involved with CCAs, they are now more comfortable in dealing with these
processes. Skills developed through co-curricular activities are now accelerating the

way to solving various problems and dealing with various situations.

Moreover, this research shows that among alumni who did not participate in co-curricular
activities, their perception of the importance of co-curricular activities was very positive.
They thought that the skills they acquired from engaging in CCAs along with academic
studies had made them able to face the challenges and lead in their current workplace.
However, since this study focused on the general opinions of the participants rather than
presenting an in-depth situation, the researchers feel as T Mehmood et. al (2012) that
the differences in quality and skills among the participants might be due to their home
environment, organizational environment, or having these qualities in their parents and

the participants may have acquired from them. In this situation, a comparative study
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may be more appropriate to develop effective policy guidelines. Due to the time and
knowledge constraints of the researchers, the significance of CCAs in building skilled
manpower has only been briefly examined in a specific university. Therefore, future

research on this topic should be expanded.
Conclusion

In the current era of globalization, it is essential to develop skilled manpower to survive
in global competition as well as to achieve sustainable development goals. In this
case, along with academic studies, co-curricular activities play a vital role in making a
student competent. At the tertiary level, co-curricular activities can contribute a lot to
developing multidimensional skills among the graduates that help them to become a
skilled workforce. According to scholars, co-curricular activities can have a powerful
effect on strengthening a student’s intrinsic qualities. In line with this concept, the present
study was designed to explore the relationship between participation in co-curricular
activities and becoming a competent workforce. It has been found that professionals
working in different sectors have emphasized CCAs and have been encouraged to be
involved with them. Actually, along with curricular programs co-curricular activities
can exert a strong influence in developing speaking and communication skill, leadership
quality and organizing skills, efficiency to face challenges, management skills, and

strengthening other inner qualities of a learner.

Moreover, due to rapid changes in political, economic, social, and cultural aspects
worldwide, the nature of the job market is changing rapidly. In this case, it has been
more and more difficult for job seekers to survive as the most qualified candidates.
It is also very difficult to successfully handle various situations without having the
necessary skills. And these skills can be acquired more or less through co-curricular
activities. Therefore, the researchers recommend that policymakers take necessary
steps to improve the skills of the youth by emphasizing CCAs in the tertiary education
sector. In this case, their quality could be developed by ensuring the participation of
every student in CCA by making co-curricular activities compulsory in the curriculum
of all universities instead of making them voluntary in the university. Overall, the

significance of CCAs in creating skilled manpower has only been briefly examined in a
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particular university of a region so to reach a proper conclusion a detailed exploration
of more different universities in different regions is needed so that the knowledge of this

study can help young scholars.
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Stimulating the Readers through Self-portraits
in Biographies, Auto-biographies and Memoirs:
Study of Hooks and Dillard’s Narratives

Mani Bhadra Gautam, Ph.D
Abstract

Biography and Auto-biography make an exposition of closely
resembled memories, experiences, identities, embodiment, and
agency-based ideas, views, and feelings of an individual. The
idealistic explorations of life and lively experiences through
narratives stimulate the shrinking nature of an individual with the
self-help or the other narratives portrayed in Bell Hookss “Talking
Back” and “Straightening Our Hair.” Annie Dillard in “The
Fixed” narrates human-insects relationship subjects composing
the self and stimulating the author s/narrator’s views to reflect on
their past memories to concretize views, ideas and feelings in the
practical ground of the real world. Events/incidents exposed in
Hooks and Dillard s narratives based on life, either own or others
are examined in this article. Life writers collect information from
agencies and self-help writings/materials that also might be in the
shadow of identity marker and so it is questioned on the authenticity
of life narratives and an autobiographical truth that is to be tested
through theoretical applications. Identifying the narrative modes
of self-inquiry in different forms of ‘I’ as autobiographical and
biographical testimonies in the memoirs is the research objective
of this article that helps to find out the gaps and reduce the
confusion of readers. Thus, this article tries to study the causes
and consequences of stimulating the readers through self-portrait
inquisitions in biographies, auto-biographies, and memoirs to

which Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson s ideas are applicable.
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Background of the Study

Life narratives work as an agency to stimulate an inquisition in the readers to know
about an individual’s life. Narratives scripture the collected memories and experiences
of an individual in the paper that includes “biography, autobiography, ethnography, auto-
ethnography and day to day activities” (Smith 16). Life writing in its first phase started
writing about British colonizers, European white males, gods, goddesses, religious
places, people, and their power in the society mixing myth and mystery and in its second
phase included the narratives of Christ, scientists, ambassadors, researchers, pirates,
and captains as additional subjects in the narratives. Up to the mid-nineteenth century,
life narrators focused on the writing of the rulers than the ruled about Westernized
subjects advocating the activities of colonizers. Early, British writers dominated non-
Europeans, especially Asian as others and their issues were questionable for the truth,
and up to the second wave, they excluded women and blacks on the basis of geography,
gender, and color. In the third phase, life writing turned to be more inclusive including
the memory, history, and experience of indigenous, aboriginal, illiterate women and
colored people as the stories of Annie Dillard and Bell Hooks in African-American

literature/narratives.
Narratives of the Blacks

Individual identity-based rhetoric of Bell Hooks’ “Straightening our Hair”” and “Talking
Back” make a reflection on the condition of colored people in White communities.
Hooks also talks about the practices of African-American women who suffered from
racial biasness. Financial difficulties of the colored people in the management of food,
shelter, and extra expenditure are questionable to the intellectual social workers and the
researchers as they fail to pursue the people with the awareness classes. Dreams and
desires of the African-American people are in difficult modes to be fulfilled and they are

seeking alternative ways as she writes :

On Saturday morning we would gather in the kitchen to get our hair fixed, that is
straightened. Smells of burning grease and hair, mingled with the scent of our freshly

washed bodies, with collard greens cooking on the stove, with fried fish. We did not
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go to the hair dresser. Mama fixed our hair. Six daughters- there was no way we could
have afforded hair-dressers. In those days, this process of straightening black women’s
hair with a hot comb (invented by Madame C. J. Walker) was not connected in my mind
with the effort to look white, to live our standards of beauty set by white supremacy.

(“Straightening our Hair” 1)

Hooks’ ‘Straightening our Hair’ is about their struggle against the financial difficulties,
and difficult journey of life practices of Black community people, and their dreams.
And desires to maintain the standards as the White people practice. In Hooks’ grown-
up time, straight hair was taken as a symbol of beauty in African-American culture.
They don’t have a way out to get a job without their beautiful looks. Celebrating body
politics, colored girls were devalued, burdened, and wounded like fish fry.

In “Talking Back” Hooks raises the issues of black women’s oppression from the slavery
practice periods. She challenges the penetrating and controversial views naming sexism,
racism, and class conflict through her insightful and provocative speeches captured in

her writing. She writes :

In the world of the southern black community, I grew up in, “back talk” and “talking
back” meant speaking as an equal to an authority figure. It meant daring to disagree and
sometimes it just meant having an opinion. In the “old school,” children were meant to
be seen and not heard. My great-grandparents, grandparents, and parents were all from
the old school. To make yourself heard if you were a child, was to invite punishment,
the back hand lick the slap across the face that would catch you unaware, or the feel of

switches stinging your arms and legs. (“Talking Back™ 1)

The Social assumption is that ‘black’ means back and so their history ideas, views,
feelings, arts, and cultures are back warded and dominant representations of their
day-to-day activities. Whites argue it is worthless to talk back in reflection of their
performances from their grandparents’ time up to now. Disagreements against white
supremacy and resistance of the colored were criticized as lack of schooling, barbarism,
and uncultured practices that the blacks run.

On the other hand, Annie Dillard’s “The Fixed” exposes the issues of human-insect
relationships. “The Fixed” narrates the stories of living in the hybrid zone where
people observe and enjoy the animal-insect fighting, eating flesh, and drinking blood
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that lessons Dillard to observe the human activities associated with their selfish nature
and criminal practices occurring in the society. Symbolic fight and killing of mantis
and mating represent the family war. The character’s self-reflected identity is seen as
a result of their struggle to break the barriers and cross the border in order to establish

their identity.

Dillard juxtaposes the beauty of seeing the praying mantises hatch into the major jar with
the horror of watching the polyphemus moth emerged from its cocoon. She observes the
male-female mantis and mating struggles for existence. Moth and cocoon activities in

the processes of existence and survival are narrated in this way :

Within the week I’ve seen thirty or so of these egg cases in a rose-grown field on Tinker
Mountain, and another thirty in weeds along Carvin’s Creek. One was on a twig of
tiny dogwood on the mud lawn of a newly built house. I think the mail-order houses
sell them to gardeners at a dollar apiece. It beats spraying because each case contains
between one hundred twenty-five to three hundred fifty eggs. If the eggs survive ants,
woodpeckers, and mice-and most do- then you get the fun of seeing the new mantises
hatch, and the smug feeling of knowing, all summer long, that they’re out there in your
garden devouring gruesome numbers of fellow insects all nice and organically. When a
mantis has crunched up the last shred of its victim, it cleans its smooth green face like
a cat. (“The Fixed” 2)

Human interferences in the natural processes of insects, ecological and environmental
things turned out to be disastrous. Beginning and/or birth-hatching process from eggs
crack and dangers of ants, woodpeckers, and mice are shown as different layers of risk
factors. She combines the risk factors of insects’ life with the challenges of human,
animal, and insect power exercises as one is happy about murdering others or getting
certain benefits to fulfill certain dreams and desires. Dillard discusses the natural beauty
by examining the world around her but here she talks about mystical truth juxtaposed
with cruelty.

In “The Fixed” Dillard plays with dichotomies of life and death, beauty and ugliness,
goodness and cruelty of life. Finally, she collects mantis and hangs them to save them
from the neighbors’ tractor. Dillard’s narrative pattern is close to the Aristotelian

principle on rhetoric that focuses on logical reasoning, ethical sense, and emotional
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activities as William F. Woods writes:

Aristotle’s Rhetoric assumes that there are three modes of appeal that can be used
to reach an audience: the appeal to logic or reason (logos, in Greek), the appeal to
emotion (pathos), and the appeal to the moral or ethical sense (ethos). In themselves,
these modes are only guidelines-ways of orienting the speaker to the task. However,
each of the modes was also associated with certain kinds of discourse, as well as with
the rhetorical devices proper to that sort of appeal. Perhaps the easiest way to give the
flavor of Aristotle’s rhetoric is to describe some of the devices he suggests for appealing
to the mind, heart and moral character of an audience. (“The History of Rhetoric: An
Overview” AIE 8)

Narratives in Hooks and Dillard’s writing cover rhetorical forms of an inclusive subject
with ethos, pathos, and logos in the expression of memory and history. Rhetoricians
observe the narratives in journals, diaries, letters, essays, stories, memoirs, etc., and
they try to apply the historical connection with the life writing that is applied in Hooks
and Dillard’s narratives.

Life writers experience themselves and/or they collect the experiences from social,
socio-cultural, religious, political and communal activities of others and scripture the
memory. Some of the communal practices are inspirational to the life writers to expose
the social realities. Communal crimes and social violence bring bad impacts not only in
an individual’s life but also in animals and insects, too that can be indifferent writeable
subjects to save the ecological environment and so Dillard and Hooks write for social
awareness. While narrating the life stories based on different events they choose the
subjects about people, animals, and insects who have faced the problems in different
sectors. Personal memories that one experiences in his/her life are the primary archival
sources for their writing.

Methods and Materials

Early life narratives about the life and works of Jesus, Duchesses, Dukes and lords are
praiseworthy. Confessional narratives of pirates and ship loots are identity reflection
markers. Inthe middle, writers prioritized writing about people who are good atart, culture
and philosophy and in the present an individual’s identities, feelings, experiences and

memories. Biographers interlink the visible forms of ideas, views and feelings through
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agencies. Confessional writings of Thomas DeQuincey’s Confessions of an English
Opium Eater, St. Augustine’s The Confession, Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Confession
etc. develop the trends of writing confessional narratives. Francis Petrarch and Dante
Alighieri in Italy started writing about people and places in the fourteenth century.
Classical Antiquities are in ‘know thyself” as Socratic knowledge of self—interrogatory
understanding and Delphic Oracle’s injunctions. George Gusdorf and Karl Joachim
Weintraub reserved the position as master narrative writers of the West. Biographies of
Lord Byron, Julius Caesar, Galileo, Michelangelo, and multiple narratives of Edward
Gibbon and Maya Angelou became guidelines and inspirational sources for the later life
writers. Samuel Pepys in Diary writes about Bourgeois subjects and Augustine follows

a self-searching mode in Confession.

Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl is about her own life while she was in hiding
for two years with her family during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. She is a
“German-Dutch diarist of Jewish heritage and Jewish victim of the holocaust” (Frank
3). Her diaries preserved by her father provide a vivid portrait of her years and her
family spent hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. / Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by
Maya Angelou (1969) describes how the strength of character and a love of literature
can help to overcome racism and trauma. South African President Nelson Mandela’s
Long Walk to Freedom (1994) is about his memory of moving and exhilarating. Barack
Obama’s Dreams from My Father is a story of race and inheritance that memoir explores
the events of his early years in Honolulu Chicago up until his entry into law school in
1988. It is also about his black African father and white American mother searching for
meaningful work in life. The Autobiography of Mark Twain refers to the lengthy set
of reminiscences dictated for a glimpse into life, mind, and soul with cherished icons.
Darkness Visible is a memoir of madness by William Styron about his descent into
depression and the triumph of recovery. Biographies and autobiographies are memoirs
about people and of the people that immortalize them with their works even after the
death. Non-academicians also can collect oral narratives and experience about people in
the cultural centers through travelling that become additional sources for life narratives.
“Travelers learn lots of things and experience in the mountains, hills and jungles” (Pratt
15). Individual and group experiences of travels and tour memories are the additional

subjects for life writing.

152 BY %//«;yn,/mmm/ Volume -1V, Issue-II, December 2022



Stimulating the Readers through Self-portraits...

Self-experience of the people might be exciting or painful while collecting the
experiences with reflected memory investigating as writes Thesiger, “I was sailing on
this show because I wanted to have some experience of the Arab as a sailor” (“The
Trucial Coast” 277). An individual (he/she) really experiences collecting the events and
things that he/she explains or cannot explain in front of the community because of their
identity and social criticism. Self-help narratives expose reality through the narrator’s
questions on its authenticity of the evidence. In some cases, the victimizer of the society
may hide the traumatic history and collective memory that he/she collects but does
not expose from his/ her own mouth in front of the audience because of the social/
cultural bars and community interferences. Personally experienced activities and self-
collected memories are different than assumed narratives or twice or thrice removed
stories from realities. Autobiographical subject in the ancient and classical periods was
defined as acquiring self-knowledge and Socrates’ notion was . . . a self-interrogatory
understanding of the Delphic oracle’s injunction” (Reading Autobiography, 84). Erotic
stories and confession narratives in Christian society bring religious ups and down of

humanitarian subjects.

Narrators in the present time incorporate multiple reflections of life accessing multiple
stories with personal dreams, family albums, photos, frames, objects, and family
stories. Individual stories of the people access in some cases explored through society/
agency or collective experiences and reflection of the societies. Some Aboriginal and
indigenous people have complex stories in their memory and life experiences and they
are represented differently in the self and other life narratives as Smith and Watson

write:

A life narrator may narrate his history as a young person full of illusions subsequently
lost by the adult narrator, as does the young American immigrant Edward William
Bok in The Americanization of Edward Bok: The Autobiography of a Dutch Boy Fifty
Years After. Life narrators may present inconsistent or shifting views of themselves.
They may even perpetrate acts of deliberate deceit to taste the reader or to suggest the

paradoxical “truth” of experience itself. (Reading Autobiography, 12)

Self-life writing or writing about others in this sense is a referential document that
represents the different memories, experiences, and expectations of life. Personal

memory might lose its originality of the due past in the changing situation of the
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present if the condition and situations are changed and so life narratives are refreshing
documents. Personal and communal understandings of the people help to verify the
observing process as a subject of life writing.

Experiences and memory-making are authenticators of life narratives as they help to
refresh past events and incidents. Life is not the same forever as it has a number of ups
and down and the memory chips in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony, Sandra Cisneros’s
The House on Mango Street, and James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
place in the memory bank with an experience in which the people, place and culture
are stored and they help individual readers to go back in the places with researchers to
study and write about. Contextual memory might be politicized if the speaker is guided
by an agency of an external force or the agencies are misguiding the speaker/narrator.
The writer politicizes an authorized remembering who can use the biased authenticator
in some cases so why it is the readers’ responsibility to judge an individual narrative to
provide validity to them.

World War memories of the victims, Indo-Pak war results, mass-massacre and the present
condition of the people in war oppose of Ukraine against the attack of Russia may be a
bitter experience to the family members and relatives. The collective remembering of
pain and suffering through social sites and historical documents may bring the events
close to the life narratives. However, “the memory of family tragedies brings fragments
within the community and that may force towards the revenge and crimes of religious
fatalisms and socio-cultural conflicts” (Everman 25). Holocaust experiences, war,
family sufferings and the collected stories of sexual abuse in autobiographical narratives
expose some complex plots. Discursive language reflects and circulates knowledge of
individual and institutional guidance through agencies. Michel Foucault is aware about
the way of discursive experiences with memories in life writing subjectivity and he

writes:

Every day we know ourselves, or experience ourselves, through multiple domains of
discourse, domains that serve as cultural registers for what counts as experiences and
who counts as an experiencing subject. But since discourses are historically specific,
what counts as experience changes over time with broader cultural transformations of

collective history.
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At the same time that we say that experience is discursive; we recognize that there
are human experiences outside discursive narratives- feelings of the body, feelings
of spirituality, powerful sensory memories of events and images. (Qtd.in Smith and
Watson, 26)

Discursive experiences of the autobiographer in narrative transformation could affect
an individual writer/narrator’s mind through telling able stories of a particular time of
life. The Writer’s own experience is kept as a primary source and the stories narrated
through the narrators are secondary and even tertiary materials for life writing so in
the matter of life writing authenticity is a primary subject that questions from different
perspectives.

Talking about the autobiographical truth, Stanley Fish argues that the narrators must
be verified matching with the historical and contextual situations whether it focuses on
popularizing or about authenticating. ‘I’ eye and ‘you’ eye are different things that they
see, observe and look over the social and cultural things analyzing even in the same
story of the single event. Identity politics is another factor known as an autobiographical
subject marked in terms of race, gender, class, sexuality, and family status. Identities are
exposed and measured differently in societies with the measuring rods of caste, race,
ethnicity, socio-political position, and economic status as argues Stuart Hall:

There are models of identity culturally available to life narrators at particular historical
moments that influence what is included and what is excluded from an autobiographical
narrative. Some models of identity culturally available in the United States over the last
three hundred years have included the sinful Puritan seeking the signs of salvation, the
self-made man, the struggling and suffering soul, the innocent quester, the “bad” girl or
boy, the adventurer, and the trickster. (Qtd. in Smith and Watson 34)

Life writers collect memories and experiences through agencies and reproduce narratives
in distinct models. Their writings represent auto/biographical identities reflecting the
varied modes of life. Childhood narratives are connected to old age experiences and
memoirs of the writers/narrators are differently exposed in varied racial, cultural,
geographical, and “cultural communities” (Appadurai 23).

Life narratives in the modern time are different than bourgeois subjects of the past as
they try to capture the virtuous sentiments of complex connectivity in adventurous issues
and epistemological self-searching. Fables and parables of the past bring ancient self-
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portrays in representing the historical memoirs of the people in the subject of confidence

and doubt waving the narrative strategies as Jean-Jacques Rousseau employs:

. . . autobiographical strategy, reviving the genre of the confession before the French
Revolution for very different ends. In his Confessions, he turns the lens of his analysis
upon himself in all his licentious frailty, “confessing” not to some god in pursuit
of conversion, but to a diverse “public” that rejects him and evokes his hostility.
Rousseau’s assertions about his project of self-representation are both well-known and
notorious: “I am commencing an undertaking, hitherto without precedent, and which
will never find an imitator. . . [ am not made like any of those I have seen; I venture
to believe that I am not made like any of those who are in existence. (Qtd. in Reading

Autobiography, 96)

Confessional narratives bring the events of selfishness and self-egotism discourses to
construct an ideal world that reflects society and mirrors the inner reality of an imaginary
world. “Childhood memories of the narrator, youthful experiences of the sufferers and
matured quests of them expose the life cycle raising questions on controversial modes
of life” (Caruth 17). Illusive inscriptions of the marginal subjects in pre-modernity
bring narrative quest in to the mainstream of allegorical form. Personal legacy and
intellectual insights with enmity and ego might twist the autobiographical truth of
narratives. Epistemological narratives of passionate observations seek the persuasive
process in myth-making. The Growth of imaginary expectations and experiences of
the society mirrors the socio-political, philosophical, erotic and self-surrendering views
and issues of the society. In this regard, Dorothy Wordsworth’s Journals sketches:

Different set of daily pre-occupations, as do the spiritual narratives of such African
American “sisters of the spirit” as Jarena Lee, Zilpha Elaw, and Julia Foote, or the
letters and autobiographical fragments of such German writers as Rachel Varnhagen
and Karoline von Gunderrode. By the mid-century George Sand (Aurore Dudevant
Dupin) serializes a life narrative, Story of My Life, in a Parisian newspaper (1854-55)
to raise money. Introducing the melodramatic structure of a popular novel into the
telling of her life, and parodying the call to writing in Augustine’s conversion in the
Confessions, Sand’s chatty text interpolates biographies of her parents, letters, sermons,
stories of lovers and friends into the story of her early life and discovery of an inner

voice. (Qtd. in Reading Autobiography, 101)
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Agencies speaking from America and European nations have dual voices about women,
children, working-class people and slave narratives as they deal differently with person’s
formative attachment to spiritual education. Social formations unfold the apprenticeship
influencing the developmental mode of modern and postmodern encounters in social
institutions. Self-conscious and community-exposed identities in American life
narratives drive the nostalgic and migratory mobility intermingle the recent discourses
of American subjectivity. The American trend of narratives is popular in Europe and

Asia in the modern and postmodern times in the theme of generic inventions.

Dinesen wrote this letter living in Africa to her parents in Denmark where she writes
about a painful moment, she experienced referencing a painful accident that occurred
with her workers’ child there who caught the handgun and fired. One of the children
died in her arms and she wonders about their future within the terrific culture. She

questions about the national authority and security :

We drove down to the police station at once to report it, and they kept us there for hours;
we did not get back until three in the morning-the accident had probably happened
about half past seven. Of course, the police cannot say anything; it was obviously an
accident or caused by children playing. But Thaxton will probably get a fine for living
his gun out loaded. The poor child who shot it off has disappeared; naturally, he must
be absolutely terrified. (Letter from Africa 114)

Dinesen exposes historical events from a humanistic perspective. She describes hunting,
accidents, and death as an enemy of humanity. The event took place in Africa but it
reflects today’s American society. The stories are about the hunter and injured both as
the victims of incidents because the boy who held the gun is no less a victim than those
to whom he shot. Dinesen’s concern goes to the physical actions and she demonstrates

the event through writing to her friends who are concerned.
Conclusion:

To sum up, life writing practice and patterns changed with the passing of time. Writers
address the readers/audiences reminding the autobiographical truth by their narratives.
The person or persons who evoke the stories are the coaxers narrating the events with
coaches. Readers as consumers have to read, understand and interpret the stories from

different perspectives. The writers collect the numbers of experiences based on self-
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experiences and the ideas of others as the stories of second-hand experiences or the
primary memory that they can memorize from what they have experienced or seen.
Victims of community crimes and social humiliation have difficulty accessing the truth
in the stories in normal situations. They don’t like to expose family crimes, socio-cultural
wars and community-controlled subjects because of the identity problem. In Hooks and
Dillard’s narrative coercers compel the coaxers to evoke the stories but the question is
on objective truth and authenticity. In the cases of oral narrators and historical truths
who mix fact and fiction can’t tell the stories in the exact form then the writer/narrator
connects to the plots. In the translated versions of the self-help narratives, there might
be some invisible gaps while provoking the stories and writing the texts that we can find

in Hooks and Dillard’s narratives.
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